the National Lottery. 


The move is part of a new 
Strategic Plan from 2002 to 
2007 by the Community Fund 
(CF), which hands out cash to 
charity projects. 

The CF has decided on a 
‘number of priority areas, which 
_also includes older people. 

Lady Brittan, chair of the 
/Community Fund, said: “We’ve 
currently got less money, but we 
want to ensure that the money 
we do have works harder”. 

Paul Smith, executive director 
of the Spinal Injuries Associ- 
| ation, said: “The CF is focussing 
very much on the work we are 
looking to do. It is a real boost 
| for this organisation.” 

Meanwhile, charity bosses 
are celebrating after the CF 
|also announced that it would 
fmake grants to meet “core 


01752 512222 


www.bakare.co.uk 
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costs” involved in running and 
managing charities. In the past, 
it has only funded specific pro- 
jects run by charities. 

It will now help pay for 
costs like supervisors’ wages 
and rent. 

Lack of core funding has 
often caused many charities 
serious financial problems. 

Stephen Bubb, chief execu- 
tive of the Association of Chief 
Executives of Voluntary Organ- 
isations, said this was a major 
breakthrough: “We can now 
say to other funders ‘Come on, 
even the Community Fund 
meets core costs, so get your 
act together’” 

The CF will not pay core 
costs for charities with an 
income of more than £10m. 
And organisations with an 
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the campaigning newspaper that puts you in the picture 


Charity jackpot 


Disabled people and carers are to be made a priority group for funding by 


income of more than £5m will 
have to find 25 per cent of the 
cost of any large CF-backed 
project elsewhere. 

But Kate Nash, director of 
national disability charity 
RADAR, which has a turnover 
of £1m, said the fact the CF 
was to focus funds on small 
charities would help organisa- 
tions controlled by disabled 
people. 

“Grass disability 
organisations, who traditional- 
ly have not been able to secure 
a slice of the cake, will find it 
easier to get money,” she said. 

She was concerned, however, 
that the CF’s income is expected 
to fall from £287m at present 
to £215m in 2004. 
from the private sector is also 
unlikely to rise, she said. 


Action 
stations 


Disabled people in the Norfolk 
town of Thetford are calling for 
a pedestrian crossing to be in- 
stalled at their local train station 
to allow easy access to both plat- 
forms. They demonstrated about 
it in April (see front cover). 

“We will carry on until we 
achieve our object, which is full 
access for everybody,” said 
Keith Roads, campaigns officer 
of Norfolk Coalition. 

The station, run by Central 
Trains, had a so-called “barrow 
crossing” until 1994. Railtrack, 
which owns the station, said it 
was not possible to reinstall bar- 
row crossings on safety grounds. 

A Central Trains spokesman 
said there was access to both 
platforms, though one was via 


roots 


Income 


an “unmade” road. 


DN is calling on readers to 
fill in a new survey about 
attitudes towards medicinal 
cannabis. See page 15. 
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Festival fun: More than 200 children took part in Wales’s first 
SportSability festival in Cardiff. Disabled and non-disabled children 
took part alongside each other in ten accessible events. 
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Open daily from 10am - FREE admission 


@ unique opportunity to test drive a huge range of 
adapted cars and specialist vehicles on the world 
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e fully accessible exhibition featuring over 200 exhibitors 


e wheelchair & scooter test track: try before you buy 


e impartial advice and information 


e family fun with entertainment, créche and food court 


e go-karts, skid cars, 4x4 driving, outdoor pursuit vehicles 


e ample free parking on tarmac; new compact exhibition site 


e free show guide 


@ pre-bookable wheelchair loans 


For anyone with a mobility problem, the Mobility Roadshow 
is the single most useful event you can visit in 2002 


Copyright © 2002 Scope 
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Charities have paid tribute to 
the Queen Mother’s many 
years of dedication to disability 
issues. She died on 30 March. 

Her interest dated back 
to at least 1933, when she 
wrote to The Times, expressing 
interest in establishing a 
residential training college for 
disabled people. 

A college was opened in 
1934, and renamed Queen 
Elizabeth’s Training College for 
the Disabled in 1941. She 
became patron in 1953. 

A spokesman for the charity, 
now called Queen Elizabeth’s 
Foundation, spoke of her 
“infectious” smile and “ability 
to talk on easy terms with every- 


$$ ET DSO 


/ Campaigners have welcomed a 
| boost to disabled people’s 
) income in the budget in April. 
| Chancellor Gordon Brown 
| announced levels for the new 
| Working Tax Credit which 
| replaces, among other things, 
the Disabled Persons’ Tax 
) Credit in 2003. 
| A single disabled person, 
| working full-time who was 
eligible would earn a guaranteed 
miminum income of £194 a week 
compared to the current £172. 
Mike Hurdiss, Scope’s bene- 
fits policy officer, said: “The 
higher basic credit combined 
with a more generous means 
| test will lead to significantly 


| Texting votes 

A charity wants to ask disabled 
| people how accessible they find 
new methods of voting in 
May’s local elections. 

Some areas are piloting 
schemes to increase voter 
numbers, and Scope wants to 
hear from disabled people who 
vote electronically or by post. 
To take part in the survey call 
Scope on 020 7619 7252/3. 


Rose’s war continues 
Residents of a care home which 
faced being pulled down were 
still worried about its future as 
DN went to press. 

Home resident Rose Cottle, 
102, took her complaints on the 
issue to Downing Street, last 
-month (DN April). After this, 
the owners of Borehamwood 
Care Village agreed to let the 
developer Bryant Homes pull 
out of the deal to buy the site. 
But it emerged that a planning 
application by Bryant to build 
flats on the site had not been 
withdrawn. 


one, whatever their station”. 

Lord Rix, president of 
Mencap, said her decision to 
become its patron in 1960 was 
“a considerable compliment 
and added immeasurably to 
our reputation” at a time when 
people with learning disabili- 
ties were often seen as “both 
unpleasant and unwanted”. 

He remembered how she 
spent two-and-a-half hours 
talking to scores of people at a 
reception to mark Mencap’s 
40th anniversary on a baking 
hot day in 1986. 

The Queen Mother had a 
long-standing connection with 
the Royal National Institute for 
the Blind (RNIB), becoming 


increased support for eligible 
disabled workers.” 
The also 


announced that from 2003, he 


chancellor 


would be scrapping the rule 
making parents unable to claim 
child care tax credit if they pay 
an approved person to look 
after a child’at home, [his 
would be worth £135 a week 
for a single child. 

Lorna Reith, chief executive 
of Disability Alliance, said: 
“We have been arguing for this. 
It is very helpful.” 

Meanwhile, groups have wel- 
comed an increase in spending 
on the NHS from £65 billion to 
£105 billion by 2007-2008. 


Queen Mum tribute 


patron in 1937 and visiting it 
for the first time in 1939, with 
her husband, King George VI. 

Sir Christopher Benson, 
president of the National Deaf 
Children’s Society, of which she 
had been patron since the early 
1960s, said: “She helped us 
greatly in raising awareness 
of the issues affecting deaf 
children in the UK and will be 
greatly missed.” 

The Queen Mother was also 
patron of the Shaftesbury 
Society, a Christian charity 
which supports disabled people. 

Chief executive Fran Beckett 
said they had been “enormously 
privileged” to 
patronage. 


enjoy her 


Social services in England will 
also get an extra £400m in 
2003-4, and personal social 
services will increase annually 
by six percent between 2003 
and 2006. 

The NHS improvements will 
be funded through an increase 
of one per cent in National 
Insurance paid by employers 
and workers. 

But Paul Smith, executive 
director of the Spinal Injuries 
Association, said charities 
would struggle with this added 
burden. 

He said: “If it hits business, 
it is going to hit charities and 
we can’t pass on the costs.” 
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SLEEPBETTA BEDS can give 
positional relief to a wide range | ~ 
of conditions such as: ARTHRITIC “™ 
PAIN, RHEUMATIC PAIN, 
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Much missed: the Queen Mother receives a bouquet from Wendy 
Hempkin, a resident at Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation centre in 
Leatherhead, during a visit in 1995. 


Campaigners have drafted a rad- 
ical new bill that sets out a com- 
prehensive list of demands for 
civil rights for disabled people. 

The draft, bill* has-been 
produced by a working group 
within the disability umbrella 
organisation Rights Now. 

And it may have prevented a 
damaging split within the dis- 
abled people’s movement. 

The British Council Of 
Disabled People (BCODP), 
which played a major part in 
drafting the bill, was consider- 
ing leaving Rights Now. 

But Andy Rickell, chief 
executive of BCODP, said they 
might now reconsider. 


The BCODP wants the 


Brown's cash pledge [Rights battle begins 


Disabled People’s Rights and 
Freedoms Bill to replace the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA), which it says is flawed. 

The draft bill seeks to outlaw 
discrimination over a much 
wider area than the DDA. 

It also says British Sign 
Language should be recognised 
as a national language, and that 
disabled people should have the 
right to live independently, 
rather than in care homes. 

Activists from the Disabled 
People’s Direct Action Network 
(DAN) were planning three 
days of protests in London at 
the end of April, to highlight 
issues in the bill. 

* www.bcodp.org.uk 
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PRICE GUIDE 


BATHLIFT, RISER ARMCHAIR, BED 
OR OTHER MOBILITY PRODUCT? 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a 
mobility product until 
they have read this 
remarkably revealing 
report and have 
compared prices” 


Nice could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of 
independent showroom based 
distributors. 


eeeaie. prices vary 
substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. 


he new PriceGuide explains 

what to look out for and 
provides you with realistic price 
ranges so you are less likely to 
get caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. 


all now and your local 

distributor will send you a 
copy of the priceguide to help 
you before you commit yourself. 


Call the 24hour request line now 


on 08705 134130 


or write to Mobility Matters, Dept DN502, 


Freepost NHO170, Kettering, NN14 6BR 
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The dream 


..... 1S now a reality 


Drive directly from your own wheelchair 


It’s unique, a fully automated Drive from Wheelchair solution is here - Suzuki Life and 
it is set to revolutionise the lifestyle options for many with disabilities. 
It's a car, take a look for yourself and you will hardly be able to spot the difference 
and what's more neither will anyone else. But on the inside it is very special indeed. 
Fully automated, remotely controlled tailgate and fold out ramp systems give 
instant access to the radically modified lowered floorpan - right up to the driving 
position where the wheelchair is automatically locked down. Press the button to close the 
tailgate, press another to release the handbrake, engage the automatic gearbox and you're away. 
Just 30 seconds or so, including time for you and your two passengers to put on their seatbelts. 


“Making Life alittle easier “ 


... and our range of “Liberty” wheelchair 
accessible vehicles is legendary 


The aim at Jubilee is to provide the best engineered products in the UK along with the very best value for money. 
Our Liberty Range is widely acknowledged as being the most innovative and well built mobility vehicles ever seen. 
Why compromise on style and comfort ? Now you can enjoy the ultimate travel experience ; whatever your needs. 


Mercedes Benz V Class NEW Seat Alhambra & Suzuki Wagon R+ 


Wheelchair accessible juxury MPV Wheelchair accessible Juxury MPV Wheelchair accessible cars 
from £21,995 on the road from just £19,795 on the road from just £9,995 on the road 
Drive from wheelchair Juxury MPV 

from just £29,995 on the road ™ Ask about our Low eros aS ll ps PE ibat i TRL ee etch a 
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ACCREDITED 


“ue 01 21 502 2252 


Or visit our website www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, (2 miles from junct.1 M5 or junct.9 M6 Motorway) 
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News 5 


Firms in spotlight 


A new report has criticised the 
methods of some companies 
that sell mobility products to 
older and disabled people. 

The consumer magazine 
Which? examined 62 com- 
plaints about mobility aid com- 
panies from readers, trading 
standards officers and disabled 
and older people’s groups. 

More than half the com- 
plaints were against Churchill’s 
Stairlifts, with nine relating to 
Nationwide Mobility(NM) and 
seven to Acorn Stairlifts. 

Allegations included high- 
pressure sales tactics and 
customers being sold unsuitable 
products. 


It comes in the wake of 
a Ricability report, commis- 
sioned by Age Concern, which 
also raised concerns about the 
sales methods of people selling 
assistive products (DN, April). 

The three companies named 
by Which? have all disputed the 
detailed allegations. 

Churchill’s said that while it 
was “not complacent” and 
would “seek to improve”, the 
proportion of consumers who 
complained was “very small”. 

It has introduced procedures 
to speed up its response when 
customers allege they have been 
sold inappropriate products. 

Nationwide Mobility (NM) 


is considering introducing basic 
medical training for its sales 
force to help with assessments 
of customers’ needs. 

Andy Lodge, managing 
director of NM, said: “We 
have a very small percentage 
of complaints and very, very 
few complaints about our 
salespeople.” 

Acorn welcomed the report 
and said it was introducing 
easy-to-understand contracts 
and investing in its service 
department. 

It admitted that “ 
30,000 installations, mistakes 
can happen” 


with over 


in service and 
after-sales. 


Fireman fights for rights 


A disabled fire- 


fighter is mounting 
C a one-man cam- 
paign against the 
abuse of disabled 


} New century: Holby City star int Mountford, a her dad John, 
who has arthritis, helped Arthritis News celebrate its 100th edition 
) in April. The magazine is published by the charity Arthritis Care. 


BAYWATCH 


made a few 


| The system of medical assess- 
ments for disability benefits is 
still riddled with costly delays 
and mistakes, according to a 
parliamentary committee. 

The Public Accounts Com- 
mittee report found that over 40 
per cent of appeals against 
benefit refusals were successful. 
In a quarter of these, the Benefits 
Agency made a mistake. 

The committee also found 
that 10 per cent of assessment 
reports, now contracted out to 
_SchlumbergerSema (SS), were 
sub-standard. 

And more than 25,000 
people a year were called 
unnecessarily for examinations 
because of difficulties in obtain- 
ing information from GPs. 

Two years ago, the Social 
Security Committee delivered 
an equally damning report on 
the assessment system. 

Lorna Reith, chief executive 
of Disability Alliance, said her 
charity was “appalled at the 
complete lack of progress”. 

But the Department of Work 
and Pensions said many of the 
figures were out of date. 

It has renegotiated its 
contract with SS to improve 
standards, and the number of 
examinations and speed of deci- 
sions have increased. It has also 
reduced the number of sub-stan- 
dard reports by SS, and is exam- 
ining how it can gather better 
quality information from GPs. 


Trials under way 
The company GW Pharm- 
aceuticals has extended its 
trials of cannabis products to 
four new research areas. 

These are pain in spinal cord 
injuries, sleep disrupted by pain 
in multiple sclerosis (ms), nerve 
damage pain in ms, and general 
nerve damage pain. 


parking bays. 

While promoting communi- 
ty fire safety for London Fire 
Brigade, station officer Tim 
Hoy warns offending motorists 
that their selfishness could 
create a hazard. 

This is because disabled peo- 
ple take longer to evacuate dan- 
gerous areas in an emergency. 

Hoy, a watch commander at 
Acton fire station, who has 


insulin-treated diabetes, told 
DN: “There are abuses in every 
single location on my ground 
and near where I live and work.” 

During an off-duty survey in 
March, he found that six out of 
cars parked in disabled 
bays at the Somerfield store in 
Willesden had no badge. 

He has passed the survey 
results and photographs of the 
offending vehicles to DN, to 
help with the Baywatch cam- 
paign which aims to stamp out 


seven 


disabled parking abuse. 
Tony Buchanan, equalities 
lealiete 


adviser for London 


Brigade, said: “I endorse what 


Tim Hoy is doing. It is an 
important aspect of public safe- 
ty that disabled parking bays 
are kept free for people with a 
disability.” 

Meanwhile, transport minis- 
ter Sally Keeble has backed 
the aims of the Baywatch 
campaign, at a meeting with its 
members and representatives of 
Asda, 
Tesco in April. 

She will 


colleagues how her department 


Safeway, Sainsbury and 
with 


discuss 


might help with a public 
awareness campaign. 


| , Don’t forget to fill in the survey for DN’s winter fuel payments — over 1600 


Supporters of. 
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e Full guarantee e Fast, clean installation 
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6 News 


Abuse law call 


Three charities are to meet a 
government minister to press 
for changes in the law to 
protect people with learning 
disabilities from sex crimes. 
The meeting, scheduled for 
30 April, comes in the wake of a 
report by the Crown Prosecution 
Service Inspectorate and the 
Inspectorate of Constabulary, 
which says that different parts 
of the criminal justice 
system should work together 
to increase the number of 


successful prosecutions for rape. 

The report also calls for 
improvements in dealing with 
cases where the victim of a sex- 
ual offence has a learning dis- 
ability. 

Now, Mencap, Voice and 
Respond are to ask Home 
Office Beverley 
Hughes whether the govern- 
ment plans to introduce legisla- 
tion in the next Queen’s Speech. 

Richard Kramer, Mencap’s 
head of campaigns, said the 


minister 


report was right to draw atten- 
tion to the treatment of victims 
of sexual abuse by the criminal 
justice system. 

“But the report also high- 
lights that, for people with a 
learning disability, justice is 
even worse,” he added. 

He said sex offenders often 
target adults with learning 
disabilities because conviction 
rates and sentences are lower 
than for crimes against 
children. 


Scooter showdown 
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A disabled woman chased a 
thief along a village street on 
her scooter after he snatched 
her handbag. 

Christine Reilly set off in 
pursuit when Steve Gannon 
swiped her bag, Sheffield Crown 
Court heard. 

Ms Reilly, 50, who has asth- 
ma and emphysema, had just 
collected her £150 in benefits 
money from the post office in 
Maltby, near Rotherham. 

She twice caught up with 
Gannon, who handed her bag 
back but escaped with the purse. 

Gannon, 41, of Muglet 
Lane, Maltby, later returned 
her money by post and 
confessed to police. He pleaded 
guilty to theft and was jailed 
for nine months. 

Ms Reilly said after the hear- 
ing: “I just saw red when he 
grabbed the bag and ran off.” 


Free wheeling: Paul Williamson, who has cerebral palsy, and his 
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sister Alex, try out an adapted bicycle at an event for disabled 
people organised by Croydon Cycling Campaign and London 
Recumbents, and backed by the green party. 


Alarm over new rules 


Disability campaigners have 
expressed concern after the 
government ignored its own 
advisors and pressed ahead 
with new rules limiting pay- 
ments of mobility benefits. 

The new rules, for the lower 
rate mobility component of 
Disability Living Allowance, 
aim at closing a loophole 
opened by earlier benefit deci- 
sions, which allowed people 
with disabilities like a visual or 
hearing impairment to claim 
the benefit if they could prove 
they were frightened of going 
out alone to unfamiliar places. 

Now the government has 
said that this should be limited 
to those whose fear is a result 
of mental illness. 


If you would like to learn more 
about BP, please telephone 
our Distribution Services on 
0870 241 3269 for a free copy 
of our audio cassette which 
gives highlights from our 
Annual Report 2001. 


The government initially 
claimed the move was designed 
to prevent £35 million being 
paid unintentionally. 

But the Social Security 
Advisory Committee told 
ministers that the move could 
cause “significant difficulties” 
for legitimate claimants. 

Duleep Allirajah, welfare 
benefits policy officer at the 
Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People, said people who 
had sufficiently severe disabili- 
ties would still be able to get 
the benefit. 

But he said: “We are still 
worried that this amendment 
may cause confusion and 
people may be excluded 
inadvertently.” 


Mayor eats 
his words 


The Mayor of Islington apolo- 
gised after he was reported to 
have said that Home Secretary 
David Blunkett was not up to 
the job because he is blind. 

Liberal Democrat councillor 
Joe Trotter is-reportedwto 
have made the remarks to an 
audience of police officers in 
Islington. 

He later issued a statement 
saying he wanted to make the 
point that ministers needed to 
take more notice of what police 
officers faced on the streets in a 
speech intended to praise them. 

He said: “I made the remark 
as a throwaway comment. It 
was a thoughtless thing to say 
and I apologise unreservedly.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Disability Rights Commission 
said it was “awful” if anyone in 
his position held such views. 
She said: “I am glad that he 
has apologised.” 

Like many disabled people, 
Mr Blunkett had proved his 
ability, she added. 
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News 7 
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Streets behind: Derek Thorpe faces the hazards of street furniture 


in a new Guide Dogs for the Blind Association campaign warning 
of the problem. wiww.guidedogs.org.uk 


An end to 
the DRC? 


The Disability Rights Commis- 
sion has attacked government 
proposals to set up a single 
body to cover all equality 
) issues. 

A government consultation 

document includes arguments 
| for the replacement of the com- 
missions for disability, race and 

sex equality with a single 

equalities organisation. 

But the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) said it 
believes the case for change 
seems based “primarily on 
administrative convenience”. 

The DRC said such a move 
only two years after it had 
started work “risks disappoint- 

/ment and disaffection among 
disabled people”, and it urged a 
“full public debate”. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Cabinet Office said the consul- 
tation makes clear that such a 

|! change would only happen in 

“the longer term”, particularly 
as the DRC “needs time to 
establish its services”. 


MS nurse boost 


More than 30 specialist 
multiple sclerosis (MS) nurse 
posts have now been created 
under a scheme run by the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

The news came ahead of MS 
Week in April. The society 
funds the first £10,000 of the 
nurses’ wages for three years. 


Please send news items to 
Disability Now, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW, 
fax: 020 7619 7331. 


Son forced to 


leave home 


A disabled couple are throwing 
their 18-year-old son out 
because they will lose £83 a 
week in vital benefits if he stays. 

Emma Rowe and _ her 
husband Colin faced the deci- 
sion after it emerged they 
would lose the severe disability 
premium of their Income 
Support once their son Sam left 
education (DN April). Benefit 
rules mean he would then be 
classified as available to provide 
care, and they would no longer 
be entitled to the £83. 

Mrs Rowe said she would 
not allow Sam to become their 
Garen 


One-third of disabled people 
cannot afford to keep their 
homes warm, a new survey has 
found. 

The findings, by charity 
Leonard Cheshire, add weight 
to the DN campaign to have 
winter fuel payments extended 
to severely disabled people of 
working age. 

Of the 502 disabled people 
who took part in the survey, 90 
per cent said it was essential to 
have money to meet their extra 
fuel costs. 

The government has so far 
refused to budge on DN’s 
call for the payments to be 
extended to severely disabled 


people of working age on the 
middle and_ higher 
of the care component of 
Disability Living Allowance 
and the higher rate of the 
mobility component. At pre- 
sent all pensioner households 
get the payments whether they 
need them or not. 

DN editor Mary Wilkinson 
said: “The Leonard Cheshire 
survey confirms what we 
have been saying, that severely 
disabled people desperately 
need the winter fuel payment. 
When will the discrimination 
end?” 

The report Inclusive 
Citizenship* looked at wider 


rate 


Left out in the cold 


issues of disability poverty and 
social exclusion. 

It found the average yearly 
household income of partici- 
pants was £16,333 compared to 
the national average of £21,842. 

Exclusion public 
services was rife, with 60 per 


from 


cent of deaf people questioned 
saying that doctors surgeries 
were inaccessible. And 60 per 
cent of participants were 
excluded from social activities 
through poor access or being 
made to feel unwelcome. The 
survey also found 20 per cent 
could not afford personal care. 

*£10 for organisations/£5 for 
individuals, tel: 020 7802 8200. 


Double rent dilemma 


The local government ombuds- 
man has raised concerns about 
the home adaptation grants 
system after rules forced a man 
to pay rent on two houses for 
nearly two years. 

Ombudsman Patiicta 
Thomas took the “very 
unusual” step of sending a 
report to the government 
to highlight “difficulties” 
caused to some people who 
apply for the Disabled Facilities 
Grant (DFG). 

The report concerned a man 
whose wife and son are both 
disabled. He had to pay rent on 
two houses for almost two 
years while waiting for adapta- 
tions to his new home. 


The ombudsman found that 
Birmingham City Council was 
responsible for unnecessary 
delays to the work. 

But she was also concerned 
at DFG rules, which meant the 
family could not get a grant to 
make adaptations before they 
were the tenants of the new 
property and therefore respon- 
sible for paying the rent. 

And she was concerned that 
such grants cannot be used to 
improve access outside the 
boundary of a home. 

The council has agreed to 
reimburse the family with the 
equivalent of 15 months’ rent 
and council tax, and pay £250 
compensation. 


Dutch can die 


The world’s first law legalising 
euthanasia has come into effect 
in the Netherlands. 

Until now, cases of euthana- 
sia or assisted suicide have been 
investigated by the prosecution 
service. However, if doctors 
stuck to a set of guidelines they 
were unlikely to be prosecuted. 

The new law means that, in 
the future, if regional review 
committees are satisfied that 
the doctor followed a set of 
specific procedures and exer- 
cised due care, the case should 
not go to the prosecutor. 

The doctor must be sure 
that the request is voluntary 
and that the patient faces 
interminable and unendurable 
suffering. 
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Letter from Brussels 


he campaign for a UN 

Convention for People 

with Disabilities reaches 
a climax in April, when the UN 
Commission on Human Rights 
makes its decision in Geneva. 
Fingers crossed that it decides 
in favour. 

A convention would protect 
and promote the rights and 
dignity of people with disabili- 
ties, strengthen their presence 
in human rights procedures 
and allow the human rights 
abuses they face to be tackled. 

For years campaigners have 
argued the UN should address 
the needs of people with dis- 
abilities. I believe a convention 
would help lift the cloak of 
invisibility that shrouds the 
lives of disabled people. 

The existing UN Standard 
Rules represent the most pro- 
gressive international policy 
on disability rights. But it is 
time to go further. 

UN member countries are 
required to report back on the 
progress they make on ratified 
So disability 
organisations could monitor 
their government’s actions and 


conventions. 


Richard Howitt eee 


A UN convention for 
disabled people would 
be excellent news 


hold them accountable. 

The All-Party Disability 
Group has campaigned vigor- 
ously for the convention, and 
the European Parliament dele- 
gation attending the 
Commission’s meeting has 


been formally asked to reflect | 


our strong support for it. 

Obviously, organisations 
working with and for disabled 
people should be closely 
involved with the establish- 
ment of the convention. My 
MEP colleagues will be net- 
working with them in Geneva. 

Meanwhile, in the European 
Parliament, MEPs have ensured 
the draft of the Parliament’s 
annual report, setting out the 
EU’s role in promoting human 
rights, supports a convention. 

And Parliament has passed 
amendments reaffirming the 
UN Standard Rules within 
European policy and identify- 
ing disabled people as the tar- 
get of human rights abuse. 
This is critical, because the 
final report will be a frame- 
work for the way European 
governments tackle human 
rights. 


Richard Howitt MEP is president of the European Parliament 
All-Party Disability Group, email: ep@edf-feph.org 


“THE COMPLETE WH EELCHAIR SOLUTION 


See us 
at Mobility 
Roadshow 
Donnington 
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The ‘Drive From' Wheelchair and Tie Down 
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comfort and safety for your total independence. 
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Green fingers: Visually eG people took part in a “have a go” 
gardening day run by the horticultural charity Thrive in March. 
For more information about Thrive, visit www.thrive.org.uk 


Fireman fights back 


asking for. I would just like to 
be tested. I am confident that I 
could carry on as safe as I was 
before.” 

He cannot take action under 
the Disability Discrimination 
nant melanoma was surgically | Act because it will not cover 
removed in December 1999. _ firefighters until October 
He lost 30 per cent of his 2004. 
peripheral vision. Colleagues at Hillingdon fire 

He is appealing against a __ station have written letters sup- 
subsequent decision by London 
Fire Brigade (LFB) that he 
should be medically retired. 
Meanwhile, he has been 
restricted to “light duties”. 

Austin wants the LFB to 
assess whether he is fit to 
return to firefighting. 

He said 31 hat sealleivam 


A fireman with sight in one eye 
is fighting a London Fire 
Brigade decision to remove him 
from active duty. 

Russell Austin lost the sight 
in his right eye after a malig- 


porting him. 

A. London Fire. and 
Emergency Planning Authority 
spokesman said: “This particu- 
lar case is now going through 
the statutory medical appeal 
process and will be reviewed by 
an independent board of med- 
ical referees.” 


Charles Warner Are Leading Vehicle Conversion 
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The CHARLES WARNER 
HIJET conversions 
offer maximum 
versatility in this 
popular compact 
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servicing, warranty and 
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all round economical 
motoring. 
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News 
review 


DN rounds up 
news covered 
in the main- 
stream media 
over the last 
few weeks 


Bubble boy cured 

A toddler with a fatal genet- 
ic condition became the first 
child in Britain to be cured 
by gene therapy. 

Rhys Evans had X-linked 
severe combined immunode- 
ficiency, known as baby in 
the bubble syndrome, which 
meant he had no immune 
system. 

Because there was no suit- 
able bone marrow donor, 
Rhys’s own bone marrow 
was genetically modified and 
infused back into his body. 


Deaf baby decision 
A deaf, lesbian couple from 
the US revealed that they 
chose to have a deaf child. 
The couple used sperm 
donated by a friend with 
several generations of deaf- 
ness in his family. 

They already have a deaf 
daughter, who is now five. 


Luck of the draw 
Most patients admitted for 
emergency treatment for 
brain-related disorders will 
never see a neurologist, a 
new report claimed. 

The Association of British 
Neurologists said there was 
“alarming inequality” 
specialist treatment across 
the UK. 

It said it was “a matter of 
luck” whether someone with 
conditions such as stroke, 
meningitis and encephalitis 
received specialist treatment. 

It wants an increase in 
neurologists from 350 to 
1,400 in ten years. 


Data discrepancy 

A charity claimed one in 16 
babies born in England and 
Wales has an impairment. 
This is three times higher 
than official estimates. 

These: Births «D éfects 
Foundation said about 
45,000 babies every year will 
have an impairment. 

The National Office of 
Statistics believes it is closer 
to 15,000 but accepts there is 
some under-reporting. 

The foundation is launch- 
ing a campaign advising 
pregnant women how to 
increase the chance of having 


a healthy baby. 
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Voices make history 


Interviews with people who 
have played a role in Scope’s 
history have been put in the 
British Library’s sound archive’. 

Many of the recordings, 
which will be placed in the 
archive’s oral history collection, 
are of interviews by Chris 
Davies for Changing Society, 


collection of former Scope 
trustee Bill Hargreaves, whose 
autobiography has just been 
published, following his death. 
Alex White, project manager 
for the Scope history project, 
said: “Hopefully, the interviews 
will give people access to voices 
they have not heard before.” 


in documents the opportunity 
to leave their mark” 

Extracts from Davies’ inter- 
views will be included on juke- 
boxes in the front hall of the 
British Library later this month. 
“A catalogue of recordings can 
be found at www2.cadensa.bl.uk 
by searching for “c984 


his history of the charity. 
The others are from the 


Men do cry 


Male victims of financial abuse 


He said oral history gave archive, tel: 020 7412 7440. 


See also pages 20 and 34. 


Up the workers: TGWU union leader Bill Morris (/eft) met Kelvin 
Fraser at the launch of a new Remploy factory in North Staffordshire. 


“people who are not recorded 


and physical neglect often do 
not have their complaints taken 


CREATEUR D'AUTOMOBILES 


RENAULT Clio 


seriously by social workers, a 
report has found. 

The small study, by Jacki 
Pritchard, followed earlier 
research into the experience of 
258 people who had been If you're looking for a car that gives you that 
abused. Of these, 39 were males 
over the age of 60. 

The report, Male Victims of 
Elder Abuse,* 


summary by the 


bit extra, the New eo! Clio now comes 


All the Va Va Voom — 


published in 
Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation, says that 
little research has been done 
into this area. Social workers 
treat complaints by men differ- 


ently to complaints by women, 
it adds. 

Though male victims were 
frequently admitted to a place 
of safety, they 
minimal contact with their 


then had 


social worker. 
* Tel: 01904 615 905, website: 
www. jrforg.uR 


Kids consultation 


Disabled children and their 
parents are to be involved in a 
consultation to develop a 
National Service Framework 
for Children covering health 
issues. 

Working groups have been 
set up by the government to 


focus on areas including 


disabled children. 
The charity 
Family will link the group on 
disability with a network of 
disabled children and parents. 


Comteaciea 


Work worry 


Only one in three people with 


experience of mental health 
problems feels confident 
enough to admit this on job 
application forms, a survey 
has found. 

The report, Out at Work, by 
the Mental Health Foundation, 
was based on a survey of over 
400 people with personal 
experience of mental health 
problems. It found fewer than 


half of those with psychosis, Z gis Sf kag Sas iB £ SF ie ie ge ia ae at 
The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (|/100km) for the A 5 dCi 80 are: Urban 53. 3 (5. 3 ptr iiréan 76. 3 (3.7), Combined 673 (4. 2. the creel C0, emission is yn 


RENAULT The New Renault Custc omer Care Package covers every new Renault Clio and consists o f: 3 year, 60,000 mile warranty (a 1 year mi 
RENAUL 7 Ww 
r vd elFy J] anti-corrosion warranty; 3 year paint warranty. Please call Renault on the number above a details, “Higher rate mobility component 


schizophrenia or manic depres- 

sion were in work. 

www.mentalhealth.org.uk 
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RNID honoured 


The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People (RNID) was 
voted the most effective 
campaigning disability charity 
in the UK by MPs. 

The news came as the govern- 
ment announced an extension of 
the number of NHS trusts fitting 
digital hearing aids, highlighting 
the success of one of the 
charity’s key campaigns. 

MPs questioned in the Harris 
poll for the charity-funded 
Future Foundation think-tank 
said this was the highest-profile 
individual campaign. The survey 
is carried out every six months. 

Health 
Smith announced 30 more 


minister Jacqui 


NHS ‘Trusts which will provide 
the hearing aids in April. This 
will mean that 50 trusts will 
now fit the devices and that a 
third of people in England will 
have access to the digital aids. 

In a survey of journalists, 
also carried out for the Future 
Foundation, RNID’s media 
relations team was voted the 
second most effective in the 
country, after the RSPCA. 

James Strachan, chief execu- 
tive of the RNID, said that sup- 
port from MPs had “helped us 
deliver very real improvements 
in the quality of life of hun- 
dreds of thousands of deaf and 
hard of hearing people”. 


Buses get a lift 


A national bus network has 
begun the UK’s first pilot 
scheme to allow disabled people 
to use intercity coach services. 
The service began on the 
London to Bath National 
March, 
operated by the company First. 


Express route in 

Initially, four buses on the 
route will be accessible, but by 
autumn all eight buses will 
have lifts. The government is 


also a partner in the pilot. 


S/Votability 


accredited supplier 


Lo-call 0845 608 8020 


Jane Wilmot, chair of the 
Disabled Persons’ Transport 
Advisory Committee, said: 
“T warmly welcome this joint 
initiative from industry and 
government. This will make it 
possible for the first time in this 
country for wheelchair users to 
travel on a scheduled coach ser- 
vice. We want to ensure that all 
disabled people, including wheel- 
chair users, can use this low cost 
form of public transport.” 


Mrs Elaine Sloane & Olivia, Cheshire 


www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 
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‘| didn't realise how hard 
it was lifting Olivia and 
her special chair in and 
out of our 4 door car. The 
Chairman Kangoo makes 
every outing so easy, I find 
we are going out more 
and more - which is great! fa 


Step forward: Boy-band 3SL launched a Mencap campaign to promote better understanding of 
learning disability. The Scott-Lee brothers were joined by sister Lisa, formerly of Steps, and Natalie, 8, 
who has Down’s syndrome. The Scott-Lees have two uncles with learning disabilities. 


Care trusts’ one step shops 


New health trusts are to break 
down the barriers between 
health and social care services 
for disabled people. 

Health Minister Jacqui Smith 
said that the launch of the four 
Care Trusts in Bradford, North- 
umberland, Manchester and 
Camden and Islington will pro- 
vide greater integration between 
National Health services and 
social services. It should tackle 


We understand the mobility needs of wheelchair passengers 
and offer a great combination of personal service and a 


wide choice of wheelchair accessible vehicles. 
FREE no obligation nationwide 
test drive and demonstration service 
Widest range of converted vehicles 
Friendly and experienced advisors 


All servicing carried out at your local garage 


the problem of people seeing so 
many professionals who have 
conflicting priorities. 

The Department of Health 
expects up to 14 Care Trusts to 
be set up by April 2003. 

Ms Smith said: “Care Trusts 
are about giving patients what 
they need — a one-stop care sys- 
tem. This is being done by set- 
ting in place strong, robust and 


stable organisational structures 


I Please complete and return this coupon to: 


Gowrings Mobility, FREEPOST, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5ZW. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss First Name 


to best meet the needs of service 
users, carers and the local com- 
munity and to enable health 
and social care professionals to 
work effectively together.” 

The client groups of the 
trusts will vary, thought they 
will particularly help people 
with mental health problems. 
The Northumberland Trust 
will benefit adults with physi- 
cal and learning disabilities. 


Find out more 
To receive a FREE 
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t’s in your eyes 


Scotland is to launch the 
world’s first programme to 
screen the eyes of every person 
with diabetes in the country. 

Under the programme, every 
person diagnosed with diabetes 
in Scotland will receive an 
annual screening for diabetic 
retinopathy. 

Retinopathy — damage to the 


Disability activists are cam- 
paigning for a new London- 
wide scheme to allocate free 
travel passes to disabled people. 

Greater London Action on 
Disability (GLAD) is calling for 
urgent action after evidence 
that thousands of disabled peo- 
ple are losing their Freedom 
passes after being “reassessed” 
by their local councils. 

GLAD is particularly con- 
cerned that people with mental 
health problems and conditions 
that fluctuate in severity, such as 
multiple sclerosis, are having 
their passes removed under the 
current scheme. 

GLAD will present its evi- 
dence to the Association of 
London Government. 

Ruth Bashall, transport con- 
sultant for GLAD, said: “A lot 
of people are being turned 
down. We are finding there is a 
complete lack of consistency 
between boroughs.” 

Meanwhile, the charity 
Disability Wales has given a 
“cautious welcome” to the 
launch of a Welsh Assembly 
scheme offering free local bus 
travel to disabled people and 
pensioners. 


Direct miss 


Only two mental health service 
users in Scotland have taken 


_ part in a scheme letting disabled 


people pay for their own care. 

A Scottish Executive report* 
also found that very few people 
with mental health problems 
were even aware of direct pay- 
ments, six years after the legis- 
lation was introduced. 

Hugh Henry, Scotland’s 
deputy health minister, said: 
“We firmly believe that direct 
payments have potential which 
can be unlocked, if they can be 
made available to more people 
and publicised more widely.” 

Only 16 of 32 local authori- 
ties in Scotland have direct pay- 
ment schemes, with 213 people 
receiving payments, according 
to the report. 

*Direct what? — a study 
of direct payments to mental 
health service users, free, 
tel: 0131 244 5429 

Direct Payments Scotland’s 
helpline, tel: 0131 S558 3450 


blood vessels in the retina — is 
the largest cause of blindness 
among working-age people in 
the UK. If detected early 
enough, it can be treated. 
Scottish Health Minister 
Malcolm Chisholm said about 


those are not regular or effective. 
He said: “We need to ensure 
that quality assured screening is 
available to everyone who could 
benefit.” 
The Scottish Executive has 
also published its Scottish 


half of the 150,000 people diag- 
nosed with diabetes currently 
receive screenings, but many of 


Bus fuss | | 


Diabetes Framework, which 
sets Out measures to improve 
treatment, care and support. 


Regional news 11 


Head start: Ambia Begum, 20, a client of Rehab UK’s new 
Birmingham Brain Injury Centre met Education Secretary Estelle 
Morris at the opening of the centre in March. 
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added benefit of free boot space. 
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Arthritis cheer 


Thousands of people with 
arthritis should have their lives 
transformed, after government 
medical advisers said two new 
drugs should be prescribed on 
the NHS. 
Arthritis 
welcomed the decision by the 
National Institute for Clinical 
ixcellence (NICE) to recom- 


mend the selective use of 


charities have 


the drugs etanercept and 


oo 7 


1e drugs have previously 
been denied to many people 
with the condition because of 
“postcode prescribing”. 


NICE has recommended the 


use of both drugs for adults 


with severe rheumatoid 
arthritis and recommended 
etanercept for children with 
severe idiopathic arthritis if 
they have not responded to 
other treatments. 

Fergus Logan, chief execu- 
tive of the Arthritis Research 
Campaign (ARC), said NICE’s 
decision was “fantastic news”. 

ARC funded the research 
which led to the new drugs 


gaining a UK licence two. 


years ago. 

Arthritis. Care described 
NICE’s decision as “the best 
news in decades for people 


with rheumatoid arthritis”. 

Neil Betteridge, the charity’s 
head of public policy, said: “We 
will be monitoring provision 
very closely to ensure postcode 
prescribing in this area really is 
eliminated 

As many as 30,000 people 
with arthritis in the UK could 
benefit from the drugs, which 
cost £8,000 to £10,000 a year 
per person. 

NICE has also recommended 
the use of the drug rituximab 
for patients with advanced 
follicular non-Hodgkin’s lym- 


»” 


phoma, for whom conventional 
chemotherapy is unsuitable. 


Drug info failure 


The health of women with 
epilepsy and their unborn 
children is being put at risk 
because they are not receiving 
enough information about the 
drugs they are prescribed, 
according to a new survey. 

Some common anti-epilepsy 
drugs can reduce the effective- 
ness of the contraceptive pill. 

And others increase the risk 
of a baby having medical 
problems such as neural tube 
and heart defects, low birth- 
weight and cleft palates. 

A survey of 2,000 women 
with epilepsy by the British 
Epilepsy Association (BEA), 
found that 61 per cent of those 
who had already had children 


were taking an older anti- 
epilepsy drug with a known 
risk to babies. 

Fewer than half of these 
women remember being told 
that the medication could 
affect their child. 

And 22 per cent of women 
who had had children were 
not given any information 
about pregnancy and epilepsy 
medication. 

Sharon Hudson, a BEA 
spokeswoman, said: “Women 
should be encouraged to talk 
openly about aspects of their 
condition, its treatment and 
possible adverse effects of treat- 
ment in a timely fashion, espe- 
cially in relation to pregnancy.” 


Bone alert: a woman is scanned for osteoporosis 
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Women are almost ten times 
more at risk from the fragile 
bone disease osteoporosis than 
previously thought, according 
to “shocking” new research. 
Mens arey tate tar more 
risk from the disease than 
earlier studies had concluded, 
although they have about half 
the fracture rates of women. 
The study, published in the 
Journal of Bone and Mineral 
Research and co-ordinated by 
the European Prospective 
Osteoporosis Study, collected 
data from almost 8,000 volun- 
teers in 18 European countries. 
It showed that for every 100 
women aged 65, one will have a 
spinal fracture within 12 


one Survey 


months. One in 200 men will 
have such a fracture. 

By the age of 80, 40 per cent 
of women and 20 per cent 
of men will have had a spinal 
fracture. 

The National Osteoporosis 
Society (NOS) says the study 
means there are more than 
300,000 osteoporosis fractures 
in the UK every year, including 
those of hips and wrists. 

Director Linda Edwards 
said: “The NOS hopes this new 
research will help the govern- 
ment see how vital it is to fund 
osteoporosis services in order 
to reduce this terrible toll of 
fractures.” 

WwWwwWw.nOs.org.uk 
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Samantha (10) and Russell (5), are sister and brother who have a 
close relationship. They are looking forward to being together in 
a new adoptive family. 


Samantha, known as Sam, is an affectionate, friendly child with a sense 
of humour and a smile that lights up her face. She is interested in dancing, 
gym and karate and is eager to keep up her swimming lessons. Sam 
loves arranging shows and dance routines but will also sit quietly reading 
a book. Sam has excellent relationships with her teachers and friends at 
school where she is making good progress. She describes herself as a happy, 
smiley person who likes chocolate and beans on toast. 


Russell has a lively, outgoing personality. He is a determined boy who 
manages a degree of cerebral palsy. He is an active child who can run 
around and play on apparatus. He walks average distances at a steady pace. 
Russell is learning to be independent and benefits from speech therapy. 
He is making steady progress in mainstream school with additional support 
and is developing in confidence and self-esteem. Russell is a happy, 
enthusiastic child who likes Lego, Michael Jackson and chips. 


If you are a white, English family with energy and experience, who 
would consider parenting these rewarding children please contact 
Mary Francis at Medway Council on 01634 331138. 
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A new commission 
regulating care 
services could be 
good news 

for users, Says 
John Pring 


lan spent his days 

curled up on a plastic- 

Severed chdir in a 
locked, unheated attic room, 
unwashed and semi-naked, 
with food in his hair and urine 
on the floor. 

Two council inspectors who 
visited the home failed to 
spot the appalling “squalor 
and degradation” of Alan’s 
surroundings. 

It wasn’t until a follow-up 
visit three months later that 
the inspection unit uncovered 
this neglect, and another nine 
months before anything was 
done to help him. 

But this wasn’t an isolated 
case. Inspection units in 
other authorities have failed 
to detect neglect and abuse, 
and to act promptly and 
decisively when they uncovered 
problems. 

Buckinghamshire County 
Council took ten years to halt a 
horrendous regime of physical 
and sexual abuse at homes 
for adults with learning 
disabilities run by a company 
called Longcare. 

Inspectors took nearly three 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 


Have a care: the new commission means many areas of social care will be regulated for the first time 


to at least NVQ level 2 by 2005, 
and all service users must be 
asked for feedback about the 
care they receive. 

The NCSC has been broadly 
welcomed by service providers, 
disabled people and charities. 

James Churchill, chief execu- 
tive of ARC, which represents 
providers of services for people 
with learning disabilities, says: 
“If it is funded properly and 


‘Two council inspectors who visited the home failed 
to spot the appalling ‘squalor and degradation” of 


Alan’s surroundings’ 


years to launch a proper 
investigation after receiving 
the first complaint, even 
though the council knew the 
owner had been investigated by 
police for sexual abuse at his 
previous home. 

Buckinghamshire’s failings 
were crucial in the govern- 
ment’s decision to introduce a 
National Care Standards 
Commission (NCSC) as part 
Oi the Care Standards Act 
2000. The NCSC began work 
on | April. 

It replaces the patchwork of 
inspection regimes run by local 
and health authorities and is 
the first national, independent 
body to regulate social care 
services in England. Similar 
bodies started on the same date 
in Scotland and Wales. 

Many areas of social care — 
such as domiciliary care and 
local authority-managed resi- 
dential homes — will be proper- 
ly regulated for the first time. 

And the NCSC will ensure 
40,000 social care and indepen- 
dent health care services meet 
new national minimum stan- 
dards set by the government. 

For example, 50 per cent of 
care home staff must be trained 


done with consistency, it has to 
be good news for people with 
disabilities. 

“We have mucked about for 
far too long with different 
standards and different ways 
of applying them.” 

Christine Lenehan, principal 
officer of the Council for 
Disabled Children, says: “It is 
one more step towards making 
sure disabled children have the 
same protection levels as other 
children.” 

Trish Davies, director of cor- 
porate policy and communica- 
tions for the NCSC, says there 
will be much more emphasis on 
talking to service users than 
under the previous inspection 
regime: “The standards require 
services to be tailored to meet 
the needs of the people who 
have to use them. I think people 
with disabilities regard that as 
quite an important change.” 

Although the impact of the 
NCSC on residential homes has 
received most of the attention, 
the commission will also have a 
huge impact on other areas. 

From July, it will start 
registering and inspecting 
domiciliary care agencies and 
enforcing standards, after more 


than ten years lobbying by 
the industry. 

The draft standards cover 
areas such as privacy and digni- 
ty, medication, and protection 
from abuse, neglect and 
financial exploitation. 

Lesley Bell, who led the team 
that drafted the domiciliary 
care standards, says regulation 
in this area is “absolutely 
crucial”. 

“You could leave prison one 
day, set up a home care business 
the next day and be going into 
people’s homes,” 
“The opportunity for abuse 
and exploitation is far greater 


in domiciliary care than it has 


she says. 


ever been in residential care.” 
In one case, the son of a 
service user discovered that his 
father had bought cars for each 
of his carers. 
Reaction to the NCSC has 
not been entirely uncritical. 
Many home owners say they 
will not be able to afford the 
improvements called for in the 
national minimum standards 
introduced for them in April. 
These cover the quality of 
lifestyle offered to residents and 
complaints systems, as well as 
the size of bedrooms, provision 
of personal care, furniture and 
fittings and the level of hygiene. 
Graham Gibbs, who owns a 
care home in Suffolk, says: “It 
is fine the government coming 
up with these regulations, but 
they need to match them with 
the appropriate funding.” 
Scores of homes are closing 
every month — 750 nursing and 
residential homes have shut 
down in the last year — with 
owners saying the fees they 
receive from councils are not 
keeping pace with rising costs. 
Rosemary Strange, chair of 
the Registered Nursing Home 
Association, says owners are 


looking at the NCSC with 
“great fear and trepidation”. 

“Homes were closing before 
the commission started, 
because owners are concerned 
that their homes will not match 
up to legislation.” 

Charity Scope wants ring- 
fenced funding so local authori- 
ties can pay the increased fees 
that service providers need to 
meet the new standards. 

Concerted lobbying on the 
issue seems to have paid off. 

Earlier this year, Health 
Minister Jacqui Smith told the 
NCSC to focus on “ 


care providers, 


supporting 
and advising” 


Raising the standards 


rather than forcing good homes 
to shut down. 

Her move was described as 
“defeatist” by the charity 
Counsel and Care, which said 
the softly-softly approach was a 
mistake when improvements 
were needed so urgently. 

But Davies insists that bad 
homes will still be shut down. 

“We will be reasonable, 
but we expect people to be 
making some progress over the 
next 12 months and not just 
standing still. 

“We want to think the best 
of people but at the same time 
we have to be vigilant and 
thorough and take vigorous 
action when we feel we cannot 
trust what we have been told.” 

Even if it gets off to a slow 
start, the commission is likely 
to be a marked improvement 
on the previous haphazard 
regulation regime. 

But no system of inspection 
can ever be perfect. 

Peter Raine, chair of Voice 
UK, which supports people 
with learning disabilities who 
have been abused, says: “It is 
not going to eliminate abuse, 
although if it works well it 
should reduce the risk and 
enable a faster response.” 

Unfortunately, sub-standard 
service providers will always 
find ways of disguising neglect, 
ill treatment and abuse, no 
matter how well trained and 
organised the inspectors are. 
www.carestandards.org.uk 


The Gem Comfort Wheelchai 


Cn 


Co mmfort without 


Ae oem 


‘Compromiset di 


ree? 


aan) 


ee asm 


bf Manual or Pow 
_ or rear Ree drive | 


Paes junior & ad s sizes | 


ee 


7 r) Crash tested 


@ Elevating legrests 

@ Excellent posture support 

@ Fully reclining backrest 

@ Built in pressure relief 

@ Tailored to your requirements 
@ Full range of adaptations 


R82 UK Ltd ¢ erling Park Woodgate Valley Birmingham B32 3BU. 
607 


Tel: 0121 42 


Fax: 0121 421 4555 Email: info@rs2. com 
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Given up work to care for someone? 


Find out how we could help you. 


7 5 F a . Ss ensions fi 
lf you've had to stop work or don’t earn very much because you’re caring for someone, new rules could give you extra ere ind pateas 


carers and parents 


2 Your guide 
state pension when you retire. But to make sure you don’t miss out, you may have to take action now -no matter how 


far off your retirement is. A free government guide tells you all about the new State Second Pension and what you 
have to do. For a copy, simply call, visit our website or fill in the coupon. 


Your pension. Know your options. O845 73132 33 wwwoeensionguide.gov.uk 


Complete and return to: Pension Guide, Freepost, Bristol BS38 7WA. Textphone users call 0845 604 0210. 
| would like my guide to be in: English C1 Welsh 0) Cassette 0 or Braille 0. 


Mr/Mrs/Ms Name Address 


DWP? wating Pensions 


Postcode Phone number Date of Birth DNS 


Please tick here if you do not wish to be contacted in the future 0. 
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Pot luck with Paul FI 


| After years of fighting for a relaxation on drug laws, 
| It now looks like the tables may be turning in Paul Flynn’s 
favour. Rod Hermeston met the MP at home in Wales 


arliament is recalled, 
) Tony Blair leads the 
tributes to the Queen 


Mother. 
Paul Flynn MP is not 
with him. He’s spending part of 
his day with me, talking about 
his life, disability and drugs. 
This is not the only area 
| where Flynn refuses to fall in 
| step with Blair; he has been 
campaigning for years for a 
relaxation of drugs laws in 
general. He has also tried to 
| get cannabis made legal for 
» medicinal purposes through 
private members’ bills. 
So he could be forgiven for 


a 


“| 


Take part in our cannabis survey 


We would like to hear from disabled people who take 
cannabis for medical purposes. Please fill in the survey below. 
The government could change the law by this summer, effect- 
ively allowing people to use cannabis for recreational use. Posses- 
sion would not be an arrestable offence, but supplying it would be. 
But the government is not prepared to consider issuing licences 
allowing cannabis products to be prescribed by doctors until 2003. 
Should disabled people have to wait for reliable and legal supplies? 
Paul Flynn, who is backing DN’s survey, says: “We need this 
information because the government is certainly in the mood 
for change, but uncertain about what would be most beneficial.” 
Of 200 readers who responded to a DN survey in 1997, 
67 per cent had taken cannabis for medical purposes, and a 
quarter said their GP knew or approved. Ninety-eight per cent 
wanted cannabis legalised. 


Names and contact details will be 
treated in the strictest confidence. 


Survey form 


ynn 
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| government finally looks as if 
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At the age of nine, Flynn As he puts it, he is one of i eeeicen i 
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Asylum assistance 


esearch may highlight 
the lack of priority 
given to disability 
issues when asylum policies 
are introduced (DN, March), 
but that only emphasises the 
barriers disabled people face 
in all areas of life. 
Asa disability rights activist, 
I feel research which merely 
gathers data does very little to 


ge things. And as a trainee 


chang 


lawyer, I can assure you that 
there are options open to 
disabled asylum seekers. 


[ have been an advocacy 
officer at Westminster Action 
Network on Disability 
(WAND) for over a year. 
During that time, we have been 
extremely successful in 
obtaining services for a number 
of disabled asylum seekers. 

Of course, it has sometimes 
been an uphill struggle. 

Social services have a lack 
of interest in lobbying central 
government on disability issues 
and, in my opinion, need to be 
able to interpret guidelines 
more imaginatively. 

3ut we have found most 
problems arise because disabled 
people are not informed of 
their rights and do not have 


Know your rights: Karzan Amin and Falah Mahomood, disabled 
asylum seekers (DN, March) 


anyone to talk to outside the 
local authority. 

Disabled asylum seekers 
should have access to the fol- 
lowing information and advice: 
e Every disabled asylum seeker 
is allocated a local authority 
asylum team, and you should 
ensure they also put you in 
touch with the social and com- 
munity services disability team. 
e Make sure you have a named 
care manager in both the asylum 
team and the disability team. 
Your asylum team’s duties cover 
subsistence, housing and travel, 


while the disability team’s duties 
cover care assessments, meeting 
the needs of your care package 
and ensuring that accommoda- 
tion is accessible. 

e As far as subsistence is 
concerned, disabled people 
often have higher living costs 
and this should be reflected in 
the amount of money you are 
given to live on. 

@ As for housing, the asylum 
team has a duty only to provide 
“a roof” — not necessarily an 
accessible roof. If your 
impairment means you need 


Caravelle 


As a long established company, 
Invatravel provide factory built 
people carriers, specially for the 
needs of those with disabilities. 


Disabled asylum seekers face a hard time, 
but lawyer Maryam ZonouZzi says there are 
ways of getting the help you need 


adaptations or you can’t cope in 
a bed and breakfast or hotel, 
you must tell your asylum team. 
They are, after all, responsible 
for your safety and you have the 
right to complain if your accom- 
modation could be dangerous. 
e Some asylum teams provide 
travel expenses to non-disabled 
asylum seekers. If your team 
does, you should push them for 
cab fares to meetings with 
lawyers, for shopping and so 
on. If your team will not pay 
for cab fares through a taxi 
firm or via a taxicard, then 
insist the money you are given 
to live on includes travel. 

e You are entitled to a care 
assessment under the Human 
Rights Act. If your local 
authority refuses to provide 


‘Most problems arise 
because disabled 
asylum seekers are not 
informed of their rights’ 


one, threaten them with legal 
action — that is often enough to 
kick-start them. 

e During the assessment, make 
it very clear what your needs 
are. For example, you may need 


Creating new horizons with Invatravel 


accessible accommodation or a 
home help to assist you with 
chores. If you need an inter- 
preter for the assessment, make 
sure you ask for one, and put 
your needs in writing too if you 
can. Do not sign any agreement 
until you are happy with your 
care package. 
e Ask your care manager to 
arrange for an occupational 
therapist to check your 
accommodation. Get a copy 
of their report and make the 
asylum team aware of your 
accommodation needs, too — 
then there will be no excuse 
for placing you in an 
unsuitable property. 
e The most important thing in 
all this is to keep your lawyers 
informed and ask about your 
legal rights if the local authority 
ignores the above points. 
e Finally, join a local disability 
organisation and get them to 
raise issues with social services 
on your behalf. 

Good luck. 
Westminster residents with dis- 
ability enquiries are entitled to 
20 hours of advocacy. Maryam 
Zonouzi will also answer 
queries from non-Westminster 
residents, tel: 020 7289 8791. 


e Various access options available INVATRAVEL 
CONVERS JON S SED 
Established 1983 


e Rear or side, ramp or lift 
e Options include disabled driver independence 
e Prices from £18,000 ranging to £35,000 


97 Lytham Road, 
Southport, 
Merseyside PR9 9UG 


Telephone: 01704 506608 
Fax: 01704 506607 


E-mail: sales@invatravel.com 


Hi-Liner 

¢ Caters for the taller wheelchair user 

e 58” access through the door and internal 
height by a lowered floor section 

e Low (12 degrees) angle ramp 

e When stationary the roof can be elevated 
to give approx 8 foot internal height 
making transfers a lot easier 

e Prices from £16,950 (2.5TDI) 

e We also offer a standard roof Volkswagen 
Transporter with ramp access, prices from 
£14,950 (2.5TDI) 


Caddy Kombi 


e Lowered floor for rear access 
with low angle ramp 

e Seating for four plus wheelchair 

e Prices from £13,295 (S model), 
£14,490 (SE model) 


www.invatravel.com 


www.scoot.co.uk/ 
invatravel_conversions 


Caddy now on 
contract hire scheme 
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Brits triumph in race with pace 


There was a breathtaking finish for the men in this year’s Flora 
London Wheelchair Marathon, says John Pring, while the women’s 


race held few surprises 


he pundits had predicted 


a victory for one of a 
much-fancied quartet 
from France, but Britain’s 
David Weir surprised them all 
_ by knocking seven minutes off 
his personal best to win the 
20th London Wheelchair 
~ Marathon. 

Weir, 21, from Surrey, was a 
minute and a half clear of the 
field by the time he crossed the 
finishing line in The Mall. 

He had led since Pierre 
Fairbank, the French pre-race 

_ favourite, crashed into a traffic 
island at around half-distance. 

The pace suddenly picked up 
as Weir found a burst of speed 

_ that the other front runners 
tried, and failed, to match. 

Weir, the first male winner 

of the Mini Wheelchair 
Marathon to triumph at the 

full distance, said: “I thought 
when I hit the front that they 
were going to catch me, so I 
kept pounding away. 

“T just kept pushing and 


Men’s results 


David Weir 01:39:44 Tanni Grey-Thompson 02:22:51 For further information on this Whale Kit contact Whale Support 
Tushar Patel 01:41:17 Michelle Lewis 02:37:07 Tel: 028 91270531 Fax: 028 91466421 
Denis Lemeunier 01:41:17 Paula Craig 02:48:53 Email: showerdrain@whalepumps.com 


Top two: Tanni Grey-Thompson and Michelle Lewis 


pushing until the end. The 
hardest part was when there 
were three miles to go. You just 
have to hang in there. It’s the 
crowd that keeps you going.” 

He said the win was “a 
dream come true”. 

The most exciting moment 
of the race came as Tushar 
Patel, 23, Weir’s training 
partner, from Wandsworth, 
rounded the final corner into 
The Mall wheel-to-wheel with 
last year’s winner Denis 
Lemeunier, from France, and 
Australian Paul Nunnari. 

Patel’s sprinting speed saw 
him edge just inches ahead, and 
he held on to claim second 
place, with Lemeunier in third 
and Nunnari fourth. All three 
recorded identical times of 1 
hour 41 minutes 17 seconds. 

Patel told DN: “As I came 
round the corner I felt stronger 
and stronger and just went for 
the finish.” 

In the women’s race, Tanni 


Grey- Thompson came home 


Ml 


Women’s results 


Royal approval: Prince Andrew with David Weir 


clear of the field to record her 
sixth victory. 

Grey-Thompson, competing 
nine weeks after the birth of 
her baby, finished in just under 
2 hours 23 minutes, much 
faster than she had expected. 

She said: “I was really 
pleased with the time.” 

But the pressures of 
motherhood ensured her race 
preparations were not ideal. 

“Tt was probably not the 
most sensible thing to do, so 
soon after the baby,” she said. 

Even so, she is glad to have 
started training early for this 
year’s Commonwealth Games. 

And 19-year-old Michelle 
Lewis, awarded an MBE in 
February for her fund-raising 
work, was delighted to finish 
runner-up, less than 15 minutes 
behind Grey-Thompson. Lewis 
is now fixing her sights on the 
2004 Paralympics. 

The Flora London Wheelchair 
Marathon 2002 was organised 
by Disability Sport England. 


Victory: Adidas Mini London Wheelchair Marathon winners (/ to r) 
Shelley Woods, Brian Alldis, Mark Rostron and Louise Hunt 


Whale kit provides a reliable solution to. 
draining showers. te 


New For 2002 
Whale have 
introduced the Silent 
Flow Shower Drain 
Pump Kit. 


This new kit is for 
use in shower trays 
with a corner trap. 


No regular maintenance is necessary. Can pump 
hair, gels, grit and other shower waste without 
blocking. The pump meets European Standards 
and carries the CE mark. 


See the new Silent Flow in operation at 
NAIDEX on Stand No. 748. 
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18 Scope’s 50" 


— 
SCOPE 


1952-2002 
FIFTY YEARS 


Aiming for equality 


Richard Brewster, chief executive of Scope, reflects on the 
organisation’s history and future aims 


his year I turn 50. I hope, 


as the cliché goes, that 

over the years I have 
grown older and wiser and 
have learned from my experi- 
ences. Scope’s history is per- 
haps not so very different. 

Since its inception in 1952, 
Scope has grown into a leading 
national disability organisation 
that provides services and 
campaigns for the rights of 
millions of disabled people 
and their families. 

Although it has been 
expressed differently in the past, 
I believe Scope’s aim has always 
been that disabled people 
achieve equality: a society 
where they are as valued, with 
the same human and civil 
rights, as everyone else. 

Last year Scope re-evaluated 
its work to establish a clear and 
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@ Backwards or Forwards! 


THE INDEPENDENT SOLUTION 
TO LIFTING AND TRANSFER 


The Portable Mangar Booster 


~ @ Two Year 
Guarantee 
(excluding 
batteries) 


Standard lifts 20st. Special lifts 25st. 


Contact: Sales Dept. 


Mangar International, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 
Tel: 01544 267674 Fax: 01544 260287 
email: sales@mangar.co.uk www.mangar.co.uk 


sustainable future direction. 
Our response was to focus on 
four priorities that affect the 
most crucial areas of life. These 
were: support for children in 
their early years; education 
support for children and young 
adults with cerebral palsy; 
support for disabled adults in 
obtaining and retaining work; 
and support for disabled people 
in daily living. 

The changes this re-focus 
represented have been difficult, 
but I believe that we have 
emerged stronger for it. Our 
dedicated staff and volunteers 
across the country deliver a 
wide range of services. Scope’s 
free national Cerebral Palsy 
Helpline takes over 20,000 calls 
every year. At a local level, our 
respected specialist schools 
offer severely disabled students 
education opportunities, whilst 
people with cerebral palsy and 
their families receive face-to- 
face support from our 
community teams. We are also 
proud of our effective 
campaigning teams. 

Looking ahead, I think we 
need to unite all the things we 
do best to have the greatest 
impact. Scope cannot provide 
services for all those who need 
them. What we can do is share 
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® Doubles as a Bathlift with 
Detachable Backrest. 
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good practice and work closely 
with others to benefit many 
more disabled people. 

Our Speak for Yourself 
campaign, based on many years’ 
experience working with people 
with severe communication 
needs, highlighted problems 
they have trying to access 
communication equipment and 
identified good practice 
developed within our services. 

The government has now 
allocated £10 million extra 
funding to support young 
disabled people in education. 
They have also asked Scope to 
help deliver communication 
aids to severely impaired 
children. This means that we 
will be able to extend the 
benefits of the good practice we 
have developed to up to 10,000 
disabled children. 

Developing services of the 
highest standard, spreading this 
good practice and campaigning 
for equality is the way forward. 
We have priorities and plans in 
place to make a real difference. 

Scope has grown older and 
wiser but continues to learn. 

I hope it will continue to 

make a major impact in society 
on behalf of people with 
cerebral palsy and their families 
and carers. 


Kay Porretta-White 
gives a parent’s view 


JOR O'BEIRNE | 


My daughter Tyla has attend- 
ed Scope’s Craig-Y-Parc 
school near Cardiff since she 
was 13 months old, and 
transferred into the main 
school at the age of four. 

After searching for what 
we considered to be the 
appropriate place for Tyla’s 
education, Craig-Y-Parc was 
chosen for several reasons, 
including the ethos and 
general happy attitude of all 
concerned. 

Therapy provision was also 
a major factor, along with the 
appalling experiences we 
encountered when visiting 
local schools. 


As Scope celebrates its half-century, DN looks at the charity's past, present and future 


The constant laughter and 
humour at the school reflects 
greatly on the excellent staff 
and their commitment to the 
pupils and the school. 

I do have concerns, though, 
about the level of autonomy 
and governance that Scope 
devolves to the school 
management team and 
governors. 

And I feel that it needs to 
acknowledge and offer market 
rates for the professionals it 
employs rather than rely on 
their goodwill. This is 
especially relevant with the 
advent of devolved government 
and the way education 
spending is now allocated 
differently in each of the 
four national countries. 

Scope Cwmpas Cymru, our 
local group, has always been 
there for us, offering moral 
support and advice — for 
example on how to access 
respite care. 

And I hope Scope will 
remain there for us when Tyla 
leaves school at 18 and moves 
into the community. 


Katie Caryer 
on the next half-century 


In SO years’ time, I hope there 
won't be any disabled people! 

This sounds quite out- 
rageous coming from me, a 
human rights campaigner. 
But I don’t mean we should 
wipe disabled people out of 
the world. We should wipe 
disability out. 

Confused? Let me explain: 
I would not have a disability, 
but I would still have my 
impairment, cerebral palsy. 
As I see it, disabilities are the 
social barriers people face. 

For example, one of my 
friends has a reading disabil- 
ity because bookshops don’t 
sell books in Braille. If every- 
thing came in Braille, she 
wouldn’t be disabled. I can’t 
do things I want because I 
don’t have enough assistance. 

In 50 years, Iam sure the 
world will be different. I 
imagine we will have more 
equipment to make life easier 
and kids will not be separ- 
ated to learn, play and live. 

I think Scope should be 
a disability-led organisation 
that empowers everyone 
to speak up. It is possible 
we will have equal rights and 
Scope will have nothing to 
do. But I am sure there will 
be aliens who will appreciate 
a hand — or tentacle — 
campaigning for their 
acceptance in society. 

Most importantly, we will 
need special rights for 68- 
year-olds (I am currently 18). 
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A change of Scope 


In 1994, when The Spastics Society become Scope, Glynn Vernon was there to witness it first-hand. Here, he 
looks back to see what changes were made, and what has yet to be done 


agreed with what some of us 

had been telling it for years 
and changed its name. Those 
of us directly involved believed 
that we were not simply 
changing the name, but 
changing the organisation 
too. Scope would emphasise 
the social model of disability, 
and move away from the 
patronisation which had 
characterised the attitude of 
its predecessor. 

So what was life like before 
Scope was launched, and did 
the new organisation make a 
real difference? 

For those of us whose lives 
coincided with that of the two 
organisations, The Spastics 
Society had a major impact on 
our childhood. These were the 


) : n 1994 The Spastics Society 


Then Scope was born. We 
all believed we were creating 


something new, an organisation 
which would build on the 
successes of the Society, but with 
radically different attitudes. 

At first, certainly, there was 
a change, at least in attitudes. 
Scope started to work with 
disabled people’s organisations 


We all believed we were creating something new, an 
Organisation which would build on the successes of 
the Society, but with radically different attitudes’ 


days before universal rights to 
inclusive education. The 
creation of a grammar school 
seems an odd priority today, 
but at least it introduced the 
concept that severely impaired 
children could achieve. Many 
of us gained levels of education 
which we could not have 
aspired to otherwise. 

The trouble was that 
everything stopped when we 
left school. Even worse, the 
very organisation which had 
encouraged us to aspire 
suddenly stopped aspiring on 
our behalf. The Spastics Society 
seemed incapable of seeing 
people with cerebral palsy as 
adults with legitimate 
ambitions to lead adult lives. 
Its employment services were 
severely limited. The advice 
I received from a “careers 
adviser” on leaving school 
was “to go into a residential 
centre”! For someone with my 
level of impairment this was 
typical. 

The Spastics Society insisted 
on seeing disabled people as 
passive receivers. This attitude 
pervaded everything it did, 
even when the rest of the world 
started to move on. Disabled 
people were forming their own 
organisations; they even had 
their own definition, or 
“model”, of what disability 
was — the social model. The 
Spastics Society continued to 
proclaim the medical model. 
That was really all the 
organisation could understand. 


to achieve important goals for 
all disabled people. Indeed, 
significantly, people from 
within the disability movement 
seemed to acknowledge the 
change. 

However, important “key” 
indicators suggest that many 
things have not changed sig- 
nificantly. Scope campaigns 
loudly for the employment of 
disabled people. Its own record 
of employing disabled people is 
lamentable. The organisation 
continually berates itself over 
the continuation of out-of-date 
services. It feels trapped by 
them. So far it has avoided 
taking the really hard decisions, 
which means that people 
continue to be trapped in 
situations that promote 
dependency. 

Most serious of all, though, 
is the feeling I have that the 
goodwill which existed eight 
years ago in disabled people 
and the wider disability 
movement is dissipating. 

This has serious implications 
for the future. The days when 
traditional charities “for” 
disabled people held sway are 
gone forever. The disability 
movement is now driven by 
disabled people themselves, 
and it is the disabled leaders of 
this movement who help shape 
governmental thinking. Having 
a majority of disabled people 
on the board will not suffice so 
long as most of the significant 
leaders, and all the senior staff, 
are able-bodied. 


It is not too late for Scope. 
However, if it is to be the major 
force for good that we all know 
it could be and wants to be 
then it must act quickly and 
decisively. It needs to become 
wholeheartedly and genuinely 
part of what is now the 
mainstream disability 
movement and concentrate 
on issues which change lives. 

It needs to focus its efforts 

and resources on those issues 
which disabled people and their 
parents and carers believe to be 
relevant to their lives. To do 
this, Scope needs to be totally 
in touch with its constituents at 
all times, and able and willing 
to react accordingly. 

Scope, I know, believes it 
does listen and is changing. 

But large organisations find 
real change difficult and often 
convince themselves that small 
adjustments represent 
significant leaps forward. Scope 
must overcome this tendency, 

Otherwise, like The Spastics 
Society, the world will pass it by. 


Glynn Vernon, Scope Executive 
Council member 1989-2000, is 
now on the National Care 
Standards Commission. 


Historic moment: members vote on The Spastics Society name change 


“IT GIVES ME A MUCH 
BETTER LIFESTYLE” 


The Miniflex Powerchair introduces 


a new sense of independence and 
mobility around your home. 


e Compact size and tight turning circle 


e Standard electric seat elevation aids 
high reach 


e Front wheel drive for easy operation 


e Easy access in and out of the chair 


® Optional comfort seating and extras 
to suit personal needs 


For full information call: 


FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


or write to: 


> alia 


RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN), FREEPOST, 


The Coach House, 134 Purewell, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 


www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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A half-century of history 


In 50 years, Scope has changed Its name 
and, to some extent, its attitude. Chris 
Davies (right) looks at the landmarks 
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n 1952 when Scope was 

born, I was seven. So the 

charity has always been part 
of my life and, as it approached 
its SOth anniversary, I really 
wanted to mark the milestone. 

The result is a history — not 
a formal, corporate account, 
but what people associated 
with Scope really think about 
it. Here, I’ve picked out some 
of the key turning points. 

The charity originated from 
the concerns of parents at St 
Margaret’s School in Croydon, 
run by the British Council for 
the Welfare of Spastics (BCWS). 
The parents met with a social 
worker to discuss setting up a 
secondary school for their 
children with cerebral palsy (cp). 

They decided to calla 
national meeting on 5 January 
1952. The result was the 
National Spastics Society 
(NSS). My mum went to that 
first meeting with a small 
group from the north-west. 

Bill Hargreaves, one of the 
only disabled adults present, 
told the meeting it had to think 
about adults as well as children 
with cp: “After that, I hada 
letter from Eric Hodgson, the 
first secretary of The Spastics 
Society, saying the council 
wished to co-opt me on to this 
very first council of the NSS... 
It was completely by accident 
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that they found me. And I was 
totally appalled that there 
wasn’t anybody else.” 

The Society set up the 
Thomas Delarue School, the 
UK’s only grammar school for 
people with cp, in 1955. I was 
there for five years, so lam 
probably biased, but I know of 
no person who went to the 
school who has not been a 
success. Scope closed the school 
in the early 1990s because it 
believed this quality of 
education was available to 
disabled children in mainstream 
education. I wish someone 
would tell me where. 

In 1963, the BCWS merged 
with the NSS to become The 
Spastics Society. Its founder, 
Ian Dawson-Shepherd, was 
undoubtedly a charismatic 
character. There have been 


make the change: “It was 
initially a sense of relief. I did 


a lot of crying afterwards.” 

Anthony would be the first 
to admit his was not the voice 
that persuaded the majority to 
change. That belonged to Bill 
Hargreaves, who, before his 
death in October 2000, said: 
“When they changed the name 
to Scope, I spoke up for it. 


‘For some time the organisation had been aware that 
the word “spastic” was no longer the positive selling 
point it had been but was actually a liability’ 


others. Among those who stand 
out in my memory are Tim Yeo 
(now Shadow Secretary for 
Culture, Media and Sport) and 
Sir John Cox (a vice-admiral in 
the Falklands War). 

Yeo anticipated modern 
disability thinking by 
approving a set of posters on 
“attitudes” — the first time the 
focus moved from the physical 
condition of cp towards the 
social origins of disability. 

Cox gave a constitutional 
voice to people with cp for the 
first time, through the creation 
of Alpha (the forerunner to 
partnership committees), and 
challenged use of the word 
“spastic”: “I remember one of 
the very first things I was 
disappointed in — I don’t know 
how else to put it — were the 
words ‘Spastics Society’. I tried 
to encourage the council to see 
whether the name of the society 
could reflect the modern look, 
as the word ‘spastic’ was in fact 
outlawed in America, Canada 
and Australia.” 

He didn’t succeed, but it was 
during his time that the title of 
Spastics News changed to 
Disability Now. 

The organisation we know 
today owes its identity to 
another parent, Anthony 
Hewson. For some time before 
he became chair, everyone in the 
organisation had been aware 
that the word “spastic” was no 
longer the positive selling point 
it had been but was actually a 
liability. Anthony Hewson 
remembers the extraordinary 
general meeting that decided to 


Somebody had to speak as I 
did, and do you know why? 
You had to get, in the end, an 
amalgamation of the old and 
the new, and I tried to achieve 
that. To see that an old boy is 
saying ‘God bless, do it’.” 

So where are we today? The 
charity is very different from 
how it has been for most of its 
life. Started by parents, for 
much of the time it was run by 
parents. Today the balance of 
executive council members has 
shifted to a majority of people 
with cp. Along with the 
partnership committees, it gives 
people with cp a much higher 
profile. However, this shift has 
not been reflected in the 
composition of its staff. 

Politically active disabled 
people often quote Scope as a 
stereotype of status quo, 
claiming that it has not 
changed and remains resistant 
to change, particularly when 
empowering disabled people. 

This is not wholly true. After 
50 years, Scope has changed. It 
would be incredible if it had 
not. But it has changed too 
slowly, and if it is to be fit for 
the 21st century, it must speed 
up the process. 


Changing Society — A Personal 
History of Scope (formerly The 
Spastics Society) 1952-2002, by 
Chris Davies, £8.80 including 
pep (£4.40 for members) from 
Scope Library, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW. Credit card 
orders, tel: 020 7619 7341. 
Freelance writer Chris Davies is 
an Executive Council member. 
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Finding the right new or used wheeelchair access vehicle needn‘t mean spending a fortune. 


Howard Samuels, now with Aspect Conversions has been providing help, advice and 
practical assistance for disabled customers for over 15 years. And for over 10 years our 
service has included a dedicated supply of wheelchair access vehicles to suit a variety of Home demonstrations and a variety of purchase and lease plans are available 


budgets and tastes. on both our new and used models, all of which will be carefully explained. | A4otability 
We believe choosing the right vehicle to suit your needs should be a pleasure, not a task. With friendly, courteous and efficient after-sales care you can be confident 


a8 ie: , that from start to finish you are “Safe and Sound in every Aspect” 
This is why we try to make every stage, from your initial contact to delivery of your new z Mies 


vehicle, easy and enjoyable. You will see that we really do understand your needs, 
simply because we understand your circumstances. 


The Courtyard, 195b Portland Street, Southport PR8 6LU t: 01704 546600 f: 01704 546414 
e: enquiries@aspectconversions.co.uk web: www.aspectconversions.co.uk 


Visit www.youreable.com for information and advice on disability. 
TRAVEL # WORK ¢ MONEY ¢ EQUIPMENT #* MOTORING 
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ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


The high price of switching off 


The High Court has now 
said that doctors should assist 
Miss B to die. 

30th Miss B and Diane 
Pretty are women who have 
become disabled later in life, 
but they refuse to come to 
terms with life as a disabled 
person. Instead they opt for 
death, provided by others. 
Diane Pretty wants her 
husband to kill her. Even 
though the technical 
arrangements have been 
explored in the case of Miss B, 


Letters to the 


Editor 


Send your letters to the editor 

Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


she wants someone else to do it 
as she doesn’t want to be seen 
committing suicide by her 
12-year-old god-daughter or 

by the church. 

We think it is an extremely 
difficult request that someone 
could make of another person 
(even a willing doctor). Have 
these women thought about 
how the person they are asking 
to do this will be able to live 
with it for the rest of their lives, 
let alone the repercussions in 
the wider society for 


‘Amateur’ art exhibition 


Choices 4 All is a pre-vocation- 
al training resource for people 
with learning difficulties. We 
thought our students might like 
to see the London Disability 
Arts Forum exhibition of work 
by three disabled women artists 
in February. 

On viewing the exhibition I 
was left with a strong feeling of 
anger. It seemed the viewer was 


being prepared to have low 


expectations because the artists 

were disabled and only one 

artist had notes which provided 

an insight into how her 

experiences influenced her art. 
It seems that exclusion, rather 

than inclusion, and amateurism 

will do for disabled people. 

Marie Harrison 

Chief executive 

Choices 4 All 

Harrow, Middx 


@ Affordable Quality, 


acceptance of killing off 
disabled and older people? 
Most disabled people live 
fulfilled and happy lives. For 
those who have become 
disabled later in life and who 
have high support needs, it is 
certainly harder to accept the 
loss and to accept that you are 
rated at the bottom of society. 
But most disabled people do 
come to terms with disability 
and get on with their lives. 
Brenda Ellis 
Greater London Action on 
Disability (GLAD) 
London SW9 


Lib Dems say work 
assessments inflexible 


While I do not dismiss the help that the New Deal for Disabled 
People (NDDP) has provided (Maria Eagle, DN April), I do 
question whether it is really the best use of public money to 
ensure a level playing field. The Department for Work and 
Pensions’ own evidence found little proof of improved 
employment when it compared areas which participated in 
pilots for the NDDP and those which did not. 

My main point, however, concerns the use of an inflexible 
assessment system to test a person’s suitability for work. The 
existing “all or nothing” 20-minute tick box interview tests for 
incapacity benefit reduce people’s strengths and weaknesses to a 
score. They take no account, for example, of hidden disabilities. 
Liberal Democracts would introduce a flexible benefits system, 
including partial incapacity benefit, which recognizes that a 
person’s employment and benefits must be tailored to their 


individual needs. 


Then there is the scandalously inept handling of medical 
assessments by SEMA, which carries out 30,000 unnecessary 
medical examinations a year and last year turned away 17,000 
people because appointments had been overlooked. When 10 per 
cent of assessments are officially deemed substandard and and a 
massive 40 per cent of appeals are successful, discrimination 
seems to be at the heart of the Government’s efforts to enable 
more disabled people to find employment. 

I welcome the opportunity to discuss this issue with any 


interested party. 
Paul Holmes MP 


Liberal Democrat disability spokesperson 
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 
Tel: 020 7219 8158, email: wilforde@parliament.uk 


Your chance to go online More about me 


Following on from your 
Employment Supplement (DN, 
April), I want to tell you how 
a UK online centre helped me. 
Ankylosing spondylitis, a 
dodgy leg and asthma prevented 
me from working. Then I found 
that my local community 
centre had a computer suite 
anyone could use as it was a 


Panthera superlight 


For those days when lifting and pushing a chair is just hard work! 
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We believe that these wheelchairs are simply the lightest range of 


wheelchairs in the UK today - Try one for a day with no obligation. 
Sole UK Dealer — GBL Wheelchair Services Ltd. 


Freephone - 0500 380480. 


UK online centre. Instructors 
showed me how to get on the 
Internet. Eventually I became a 
volunteer helping other new 
users. I have my own computer 
at home now. You can learn 
about writing letters and CVs 
or using Excel too. Call 0800 77 
1234 for your nearest centre. 
Gypsy, Plymouth 


I would like to praise the BBC 
for the new series, All About 
Me, starring Jasper Carrott. 
The BBC needs to encourage 
this kind of mixture comedy, 
and comments from ex-TV 
presenter Mik Scarlet (DN April) 
don’t help the situation at all. 
Ian Morris 
Southampton, Hants 


by Dan Batten 


Plane rude 
With exclusive 
photos of a plane 
crash in the 
Sahara Desert, 
passenger Marion Bull, a DN 
contributor, who is deaf, con- 
tacted the Daily Express. Her 
typetalk call was shuffled 
around the newsdesk, which 
was unwilling to take it. At last 
they said calls from deaf people 
were not taken, as they “have 
distorted voices and we can’t 
understand them”. She was 
told to write or fax. Aside from 
lumping all deaf people into 
one box, it makes the Express 
look ignorant and archaic. 
Typetalk isn’t new, is it? 


A wheel liberty 


Wheelchair racer Daniel Sadler 
was refused admission to the 
London Marathon. Not sur- 
prising, since he isn’t a wheel- 
chair user or disabled in any 
way. Shouldn’t he get on his 
bike and try another sport? 
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Sharan With standard roof 
(54” headroom) 


from £26,264.40 
(2.0’S’ petrol, manual 6 speed) 
Including raised roof 
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Brotherwood conversion - Citroén 
Berlingo. 3 door V.C.A. Type 
Approval No. LC334/A/035. 5 door 
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Berlingo Compact from £13,997.40 


- 14i Petrol Forte - Manual 5 speed, Low & Level floor 


(61” flat floor conversion) with 57” headroom 


Multipla from £19,987.00 


- Petrol'1.6 SX = Manuals speed or Diesel available. Low & level floor through to 
forward passenger position with 56” headroom as standard roof. 
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24% Gardening 


DN’s gardening supplement comes with four pages of advice, 
gadgets, and upcoming events in the world of horticulture 


Garden 


Fred Walden has been gardening for almost ¢ 
books and develop new tools for disabled ga 
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Dig your own hole: Fred uses a Peta trowel in the garden he designed at The Royal Hospital, Putney. 


started gardening as a tod- 

dler in the 60s to “help” my 

dad, who was quite a fanat- 
ic. lsoon had my own child- 
size plot to prevent damage to 
my dad’s prize vegetables. I 
kept up my hobby from then 
on, despite the distractions of 
youth and university. 

Then, at university, I had an 
accident which rendered me 
paraplegic and “confined” to 
a wheelchair for life. 

Soon I invented my own 
tools and designed a new 
garden. This led to working 
for the NHS, helping elderly 
and disabled people to carry 
on gardening. Having contact 
with hundreds of other 
disabled gardeners taught me 
so much more about 
gardening, especially plants 
and garden design. 

At first, I tried to be 
completely independent and 
do everything myself. This was 
achievable, but at the cost of 
restricting my choice of plants 
and garden styles. I found 
growing Alpines and smaller 
plants in raised beds a little 
boring, but more practical than 
large vegetable plots, climbing 
roses or huge lawns. Now I 
prefer to have help and be able 
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to create a more diverse 
garden. I maintain two large 
gardens which have every type 
of plant. 

My favorites are evergreen, 
slow growing shrubs, such as 
hebes, which make a low 
maintenance alternative to the 
buddleia, or butterfly bush. It 
has the same kind of flowers, 
but does not shed its leaves or 
need pruning back every year. 

Choosing plants carefully is 
even more important if you are 
disabled. For instance, ground 
cover shrubs, like the low 
growing varieties of ceanothus, 
are excellent for covering those 
hard-to-access areas and 
produce a mass of blue flowers 
in spring and summer. 

I love to grow and eat my 
own vegetables. Cherry size 
tomatoes produce a huge crop 
from a small tub or even a 
hanging basket. But generally, 
I prefer to grow most plants in 
the ground rather than in pots 
or raised beds because they 
need less watering and a large 
plant in a raised bed can grow 
out of reach quickly. 

Onions are more suited to 
raised beds and I have grown 
enormous exhibition varieties, 
such as Bedfordshire Champion, 
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ng Is for everyone 


ife. His passion has led him to plant two gardens of his own, write 
S 


this way. Anyone with 
reasonable soil can grow onions 
easily by planting “sets” instead 
of seed. “Sets” are part grown 
onions about the size of a garlic 
clove. All you have to do is plant 
them (pointy side up) just under 
the surface and water well. They 
can stay in the ground for ages 
and last for months when lifted, 
if stored properly. 

If you can’t physically plant 
onions yourself, why not ask 
someone to help you and share 
the crop with them? Children 
make good helpers, especially if 
you can teach them something 
interesting at the same time. 
Or you might consider hiring a 
garden helper for a couple of 
hours a week instead of paying 


over estimated Vern’s skills and 
very soon my garden lost some 
of my favorite plants. 

However I liked Vernon 
immensely and spent several 
years looking for ways for us to 
work together. I learned that he 
needed a lot of supervision and 
support. He was good at 
digging holes and moving 
things (the hardest thing for 
a gardener in a wheelchair). 
Weeding, pruning and watering 
are easily done by me. 

For successful gardening 
I recommend three things: 
design your garden for yourself, 
develop your own techniques 
and use special tools. 

Tools are my specialty and 
I now work as a consultant in 


‘For successful gardening | recommend three things: 
design your garden for yourself, develop your own 
techniques and use special tools’ 
Ae INA RL ID SEPT N IR 


someone to maintain the whole 
thing for you. 

In 1988, an ex-carer at the 
Cheshire home where I once 
lived recommended a client of 
his with a learning disability. 
Along came Vernon Katz, 
chuckling away and full of 
enthusiasm. But my friend had 
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this field, with inventors and 
companies mainly. It has not 
been easy overcoming the 
prejudice against disabled 
people in a field that is 
dominated by strong, highly 
mobile people. 

In his newest BBC tv 
series, How to be a Gardener, 
Alan Titchmarsh started off 
by saying: “You only need a few 
tools to use in your garden”. 
Wrong, Alan, you only need a 
few tools when 
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programme From the Edge. 


you are fit and mobile. 

Technology and design have 
done more to help disabled 
gardeners than anything. For 
example, I use robots to cut the 
lawn for me. My own website 
is a showcase for inventors of 
gardening equipment and new 
products. This equipment 
research is also used in the 
award winning website run 
by the horticultural charity 
Thrive, where there is a 
database of over 160 tools 
for elderly and disabled 
gardeners. 

To encourage innovation 
and lighten up an often serious 
and difficult area of 
horticulture, I also host the 
annual International Golden 
Shed Awards. It’s a kind of 
Oscars ceremony for inventors 
where everyone dresses up in 
black tie — and wellingtons. 
Strangely, none of the 
gardening or Hollywood 
celebrities have attended yet. 
Do I give a shallot? Not at all. 
This year 20 companies or 
inventors came, including 
representatives from Bosch and 
Black and Decker. 

Gardening is for everyone 
and don’t let anyone tell you 
otherwise. But just managing a 
garden is a big challenge, 
so don’t forget the most 
important thing — sit back with 
a nice drink afterwards and 


enjoy it. 


Acceptance speech: Fred (/eft) poses with the statues of the Golden 
Shed to promote the awards. Vernon (above) is filmed for the BBC 
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Fred Walden’s website offers advice and information on 
gardening and products for disabled people: www.fredshed.com 
The UK version of Fred’s site has been updated with the 
winners of the 2002 GoldenShed Awards. 


For the database of equipment, see www.carryongardening.org.uk 


Naidex 
Ke Q uip 


Thousands of products guaranteed to 
improve your quality of life 


Naidex, the UK's largest disability and 
rehabilitation event, has joined forces 
with Kid-e-Quip, the UK's leading event 
dedicated to children with disabilities. 


© See, touch and try 100’s of 
new products from over 250 
Exhibitors 

© Free seminars and advice 

o New products showcase 

© Mobility Test Track 


Improve your quality of life. 


Call today for your free ticket(s) 
on: 0870 429 4428 or 


Pre-register for fast track entry on 
www .naidex.co.uk or 


Complete the coupon below and 
return to 


Naidex 2002, CTS, Data House, 
Curriers Close, Coventry CV4 SAW 
Fax: 0870 4294429 
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For further information call: 020 8332 0044 
E-mail: naidex@touch-stone.co.uk 
See www.naidex DN 
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How does your garden grow? 


Getting your garden ready to bloom this summer? Anne Davies has found lots of goodies that will get you started 


ummer is just round 

the corner, so it’s time 

to dig out your wellies 
and get your garden back 
into shape. 

The first thing you need if 
you want your plants to thrive 
is good compost. The quality 
of peat-free composts has 
improved and in the latest 
trials, the new one from the 
National Trust did extremely 
well for “growing on” young 
plants. £4.49 for 40 litres, tel: 
0870 458 4000 for stockists. 

J Arthur Bowers’ New 
Horizon Multi-Purpose was a 
best buy. Available in garden- 
ing centres, £5.49 for 75 litres. 

Homebase peat-free grow- 
ing bags (£1.29) performed 
well, and both Homebase and 
B&Q multi-purpose 
composts were good value. 
www.homebase.co.uk, 
www.dty.com 

GEM Natural Earth 
Organics’ range includes a 
planting and potting compost 
(£3.99 for 60 litres) and 
fertilisers. 

All peat-free compost 
needs careful watching for 
watering and regular feeding. 

Metallic pots and 
containers are much in 
evidence. Woolworths’ 
galvanised buckets come in 
three sizes (from 99p). It 
also sells a nice D-shaped 
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Go Anywhere Range m= 
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LifeStand 


Our bodies are made to stand 

We believe that standing will 

help you feel better, look better 
and improve your self image. 
Everyone should have the 
opportunity to stand regularly 
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é 


Glasi¢  _ simply t 


Ifyou need a chair 

purpose built 

designed with style and 

you in mind then Aldersley 
AB isthe place to look 


From 4 to 6 MPH 
It's Got style! 
chaieto If your young oF not so 

young this chair will 
make you take you in comfort 
g,, asfree and and style further, 
independent —_ faster than 
as you canbe! ever before. 


What ever you need 
we have the 


Where the only limitation is your imagination 
Purpose Built & Made To Measure Wheelchairs 
Indoors or out, off road or on, your freedom is our concern 


Positive four wheel drive 
power adjustable seat 
Lights & Indicators 


If you want to go anywhere, 


do anything we 


have the chair 


that will make your dream come 


true. If your in 


town or off road | 


tne FQRR can do the lot. 


For a no obligation demonstration or further information on these, or any of our oth 


Tel: 0121 568 8999 or 


innovative products 


Fax: 0121 568 8868 


Aldersley Battery Chairs Limited, New Cross Street, Wednesbury, West Midlands. WS10 7ST 


wall planter (£4.99). 
www.woolworths.co.uk 

In garden centres you will 
find Stewarts’ ornamental 
metallic range in various 
finishes and tones of forged 
steel, dark copper and 
burnished gold. 

For a spectacular show of 
flowers, herbs and 
strawberries look at Plant-a- 
Tower. £29.95 plus £3.50 
pep, tel: 0870 444 2878. 

The Greenfingers catalogue 
is worth a look, too. It includes 
clever steel hanging plant pots 
(B), ideal for a balcony. £25, 
tel: 0845 302 3022, website: 
www.greenfingers.com 

Both Homebase and 
B&Q have a wide range 
of containers. I liked 
Homebase’s egg pewter 
planter (F) (30cms, £19.99) 
and the modern stainless steel 
spirals for sweet peas and 
other plants to climb up. The 
B&Q deep blue, glazed 
strawberry pot (E) (£11.96) 
and York hexagonal wooden 
planter (G) (£22.98) are good 
for a “specimen” shrub. 

P’ve found an excellent way 
to move containers around, 
indoors and out, with a plant 
trolley (D) made from tough 
UV-protected polypropylene. 
£4.75-£9.75, website: 
www.plant-trolley.com 

Direct 2 Home has unusual 
hanging cones (A) made of 
natural coconut fibre from 
plantations in Sri Lanka. 
Prices start at £14.99 for two, 
tel: 0800 783 4069, website: 
www.direct2home.co.uk 

The mail-order company 
also has solar lamps — great if 
you want lights in your garden 
but don’t want the trouble of 
wiring electrical ones. From 
£99.99 for two. Details above. 

To brighten up a fence 
post, fix a handsome cockerel 
weather vane from Ferndale 


Lodge to it. £7.95, 
www.ferndale-lodge.co.uk 

Pop a few wax-filled 
Mediterranean garden lights 
(C) from Homebase in the 
flower beds (£4.99 for three). 
Then relax and enjoy your 
garden by day or night with 
a gardener’s mug full of tea 
(or something stronger!) 
from Past Times. £9, 
wiww.past-times.com 

A neat gadget is the 
Swivlit, a rotation system 
which turns a hanging 
basket so each part receives 
equal light. It makes 
watering easier too. £3.45 
plus £2.50 p&p, Glowcraft, 
tel: 01449 723330. 

Wolf, makers of the 
excellent Multi-Change 
range of tools, have launched 
Cool Tools “for kids who 
dig gardening”. Available in 
most garden centres or visit 
www.wolf-garden.co.uk 

A bib apron from Town 
and Country not only 
protects clothing but also has 
pockets to hold essential 
hand tools, gloves etc. £7.99, 
www.townandco.com 

All plants need feeding, 
so try new, easy-to-use 
Phostrogen all-purpose 
soluble tablets, or their slow- 
release food tablets which 
you push into hanging 
baskets or containers. 
www.pbi.co.uk or look 
in garden centres. 

There are two pretty 
new roses to look out for. 
Gracious Queen, in honour 
of the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee, has gleaming, golden 
flowers and a lovely scent. 
Each bush sold raises money 
for the Queen Mother’s 
Scholarship Trust. The 
second is Special Anniversary, 
a glowing pink. Available at 
good garden centres. 

Happy gardening! 


BLOOMING EVENT 


Need gardening inspiration? 
Why not get some plant and 
design hints from the gardens 
at one of this year’s shows? 
The highlight of the 
gardening calendar is the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s 
Chelsea Flower Show, 21-24 
May. The Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee is one of this year’s 
main themes, with Help the 
Aged presenting its “Golden 
Garden” with over 200 yellow 
and white rose varieties. The 


Prince of Wales has created a 
“healing garden”, reflecting 
his interest in herbal medicine. 

Chelsea tickets start at £8 
and must be bought in 
advance. One companion is 
admitted free of charge with 
wheelchair users and people 
with visual impairments. 
For tickets, tel: 0870 906 3781 
or visit the website 
www.ths.org.uk 

Other RHS shows include 
the Hampton Court Palace 


Flower Show (2-7 July), the 
RHS Flower Show at Tatton 
Park (17-21 July) and the 
Malvern Autumn Garden and 
Country Show (28-29 
September). 


Information about all these 


events is available on the 
website, or tel: 020 7649 1885. 


The RHS website also has a 


handy events calendar giving 
details of non-RHS garden 
shows, talks and gardening 
courses across the country. 
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SUE MCCARTHY 


Cultivate your own garden: Sue McCarthy (above right) in her indoor garden with her dog, Daisy. 
Busy Lizzies adorn window boxes outside (above left), while potted trees in the background can be 
wheeled around for a change of scenery. 


Pot house flowers 


Becoming a full-time wheelchair user six years ago didn’t stop 
Sue McCarthy from enjoying gardening. Containers did the trick 
for her and as she found out, they have many uses 


ardening has always 

been a great love of 

mine. In the last six 
years it has become very diffi- 
cult for me to do as much as I 
want because I now use a wheel- 
chair full-time. Containers of all 
shapes and sizes have proved to 
be most accessible for me. 

I work with raised beds and 

grow lovely trees in Mega pots 


planting was with cream 
petunias and the silver foliage 
plant senecio cinerea. Petunias 
are a must: they smell 
wonderful and are wind 

and rain resistant. 

Regular deadheading will 
make the flowering time go on 
for months. Take off the whole 
flower, not just the petals. Keep 
the tower moist; the top will 


‘Containers of all shapes and sizes have proved to 


be most accessible for me’ 


on wheels, which can be moved 
for a change of design. I have a 
camellia almost in bloom, and 
many clematis in pots, climbing 
frames of all sorts — metal 
obelisks, cane, wicker and 
many others. They thrive on 
good-quality soil and benefit 
from shingle on the top — this 
is a must for almost all pots to 
retain moisture. Shingle also 
cuts down watering so you can 
use the extra time to enjoy 
looking at your plants. 

For a very showy display, 
make a pot pyramid. Buy three 
pots, the same colour, but 
different sizes. These can be 
round, square or oblong. Secure 
them with a garden cane or rod 
through the top two pots. Fill 
the bottom pot with soil or 
compost, place the next pot on 
top, partly buried in the soil. 
Fill that and put the smallest 
pot on the top. You will have 
planting space around the two 
lower levels and in the top pot. 

My most spectacular 


dry out very quickly. 

Most garden centres sell 
pot movers. These are wooden 
or plastic platforms on wheels 
which make it easy to move or 
rotate your plants to enjoy 
them. 

Window boxes are very 
effective. You don’t even need 
windows, just brackets for 
support. Three boxes are on 
my garage wall and three are 
on my bungalow at the back. 
I have a winter set and a 
summer set. 

Small bulbs planted up for 
winter now look wonderful. 
There are dwarf daffodils, 
irises and tulips. The summer 
boxes will be planted up in 
my summer house with busy 
Lizzies (impatiens) which give 
colour from summer through 
into autumn. 

A lovely container I bought 
at a hospital coffee morning 
for £1.50 is a round, metal, 
four-tier vegetable rack. I lined 
it with plastic from potting 


compost bags — black to the 
outside with holes punched for 
drainage (not too many). 
Although shallow, busy Lizzies 
thrive there, looking very 
attractive and gaining many 
admirers. 

I also have a three-tier 
container of solid black plastic, 
called a plant tower, which 
holds my alpine garden. The 
tower can be used either 
indoors or outside. It looks 
very special with dainty alpine 
plants and small rocks, with 
terracotta fairies.and tiny 
flowerpots for decoration. 

The surface is covered in very 
small shingle. 

Hanging baskets of all sorts 
are on the market. I love to fill 
mine with surfinia petunias, 
busy Lizzies, fuchsias, 
geraniums (pelargoniums) and 
lots of different foliage plants. 

A favourite summer bedding 
plant of mine is the tagetes. 
Flowering profusely all 
summer, this looks spectacular 
in the tiered flower pots. 

My Oxfordshire garden 
shows containers can hold 
more than just bedding plants. 
A wonderful hydrangea stands 
in a large pot on wheels and a 
rose climbs up a metal obelisk. 

Many plants and shrubs do 
very well in pots. Some are 
dwarf and thrive well in good 


compost — Chinese cherry trees, 


small almond, magnolias, 
standard roses and much more. 

I hope my garden will 
inspire you to enjoy container 
gardening! 


BAMBACH 


SEATING 


SOLUTIONS 


Improving quality of life for 
people with Cerebral Palsy 


The Bambach Saddle Seat ® offers support to the spine 


to encourage an upright posture. Sitting in this position 


allows the spine to assume its natural curve and permits 


freedom of movement to the user's shoulders. For these 


and other reasons the Bambach Saddle Seat® is proving 


very successful seating for both children and adults with y. : : 


cerebral palsy and other disabilities. 


> | 


lan Rideout from the charity ‘Cerebral Palsy A Actio 


based at Alness in Scotland, is confident raed the Ae 


now forced to slump in uncomfortable positions! at 


make movement difficult. He commented, "Improv 


their posture allows them freedom to move, and with that : 


comes more capa and greater independence and 


self-esteem." 


Young Jordan Pedley, 14, from Stafford, is one 


youngster whose life has been transformed. Jordan has 


cerebral palsy and has been a wheelchair user all his life. 


Since using the Bambach Saddle Seaf, as well as 


experiencing its many benefits at home and at school, he 


has also been able to take up the sport snooker! This has 


improved Jordan’s concentration and confidence. 


\ Try the solution yourself 


Call now 0800 581 108 
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2AMBACEH® 


SAD: DLE SEAT 


Bambach Saddle Seat (Europe) Ltd, 
Unit A2 The Seedbed Centre, 


4 Langston Road, Loughton, Essex 1G10 3TQ 


wa 


E-mail: bambach.europe @ virgin.net 
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WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 
STYLE, COMFORT, CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY MAKES OUR 


VERSA FAMILY RANGE THE BENCHMARK OF QUALITY... 
ALL OUR VEHICLES ARE SUPERBLY EQUIPPED, BACKED WITH AN EXCEPTIONAL BUILD QUALITY THAT WILL GIVE YOU PEACE OF HIND, FOR,FURTHER INFORMATION. FREE BROCHURE 


PLEASE CONTACT PHILIP BEECHAM 


VVE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF OR MIKE JONES (NEW VERSA ENQUIRIES), 


USED VWH EELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE PHIL HAWKINS (USED VERSA SPECIALIST). 

VEHICLES AVAILABLE FROM £6,495 | VERSA SALES 
PLEASE CONTACT US FOR THE | 

LATEST LIST OF VEHICLES WIDNES CAR CENTRE LIMITED, 

7 MOOR LANE, WIDNES CHESHIRE WAS 7AL. 


‘STAI! Divo OS 3 I=2O} | website: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 
‘ —— send e-mail: versa@wheelchair-access.co.uk 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00AM - 5.30PM 


*This is a trademark of Motability: 
VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS, ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. registered charity number 299745 


*Vwso00 SPEC eS Tce BENZ VITO *TOYOTA HIA 
1.9 TURBO DIESEL (LVTA) 2.1 DIES 2.0 PETROL 2.5 TURBO DIESEL (LVTA) 


£14,495 £16,645 £16,795] £15,250 


ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ‘ON THE ROAD 


Freedom, Independence 
and Reliability. 


Powerchairs promise you: e We stock machines that carry up 
e A caring service from a family to 32 stone and can go from 
run business. 10-35 miles on one charge 
e Unique price guarantee that you ® Automatic battery charge 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. included. 
e Up to 8mph for road use. e All major credit cards accepted. 
e Free home assessments. 
° Free 12 months insurance on We buy second-hand electric 
new models. wheelchairs and scooters. 
° No VAL. 
¢ No driving license required. 
° Low deposit finance available 
on request. Part exchanges welcome. 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE Pp owerchairS 


OS00 0746834 rosie consuctanrs 
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100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 
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‘There is life beyond schizophrenia’ 
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schizophrenia is the “poor relation” of mental illnesses, Says 


Judith Sly, and recent hype will do little to change that 


recently saw the Oscar-win- 

ning film A Beautiful Mind. 

The brilliant scholar John 
Nash — who has schizophrenia 
yet achieved a Nobel Prize — 
was well-portrayed by Russell 
Crowe. As the credits rolled, 
my husband and I noted a sym- 
pathetic hush in the cinema. 

I’m pleased the film is a 
success. Schizophrenia is a 
cruel, misunderstood condition 
and needs publicity. But with 
the hype that surrounds 
Hollywood, will schizophrenia 
become the disease of the 
moment? I doubt it. 

In my opinion, of all mental 
illnesses, schizophrenia is the 
“poor relation”. No mental 
illness is appealing, but 


Jonathan is the youngest of 
four brothers. We were thankful 
for his sunny nature when he 
was small. My pregnancy had 
been difficult, with a strange, 
prolonged “flu-like virus”. 

At three, Jonathan became a 
child draughtsman. With ruler 
and pencil, he constantly drew 
giant mechanical cranes to size. 
Nothing special about that 
maybe — except that he had 
only seen one once, 

A quiet schoolboy, he grew 
into a pleasant, gentle youth. 

In comprehensive school, he 
excelled in most subjects, with a 
pronounced leaning toward art, 
graphics and design. His father 
bought him a telescope and he 
became nocturnal at weekends. 


‘No mental illness is appealing, but schizophrenia is 
ugly and attracts little sympathy’ 


schizophrenia is ugly and attracts 
little sympathy. Behaviour can 
change so dramatically that a 
family can find a monster in its 
midst. All sufferers experience, 
at best, fearful uncertainty, at 
worst raw terror. The effects of 
schizophrenia can be dangerous, 
usually for the sufferer, but on 
rare occasions for others. All the 
more reason, one might think, 
for extra vigilance on the part of 
health practitioners. Do they all 
deliver? No. 

My son Jonathan may not 
achieve a Nobel Prize, but he’s 
a gifted artist, a knowledgeable 
astronomer, a talented cook 
and a war history expert. His 
high IQ and general knowledge 
are exceptional. More remark- 
ably, he achieves these things 
despite having schizophrenia. 
But it wasn’t always this way. 


His new interest made him 
glow with delight. 

Jonathan left school with 
many “O” levels. At sixth form 
college he took art and 
sociology “A” levels, sociology 
seeming the easier, mandatory 
extra subject. However, he now 
discovered he was unable to 
assemble his thoughts in 
writing. Very little help came 
from the teaching staff. 
Jonathan had no choice but to 
leave school and abandon any 
hope of art college because he 
couldn’t formulate an essay. 

In late teens, Jonathan’s life 
was miserable, with short-lived 
jobs and longer periods of 
unemployment. Although still 
gentle, he became tearful and 
suspicious. We were powerless 
to help because he couldn’t 
describe his turmoil. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 
Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Our brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 


At 20, Jonathan announced 
he had some news: because of 
the special way his birth date 
numbers added up, he was 
messiah”, Our 
stricken faces dismayed him, 


some sort of “ 


and he mentioned it no more. 
But we watched for further odd 
behaviour. None came until 
one day at Heathrow airport. 
Jonathan, believing he had an 
urgent message for the Queen, 
approached armed guards. He 
was taken to a police cell and 
then into a psychiatric hospital. 
Our gentle, clever son was 


Jonathan Gill writes: 
Schizophrenia is a cruel disease 
which sometimes, unfortunate- 
ly, can can only be treated with 
medications so harsh — and 
often with distressing side 
effects — that treatment may 
seem like punishment. 

When first diagnosed with 
schizophrenia I needed depot 
injections (powerful anti- 
psychotic drugs suspended in 
oil). Although they made me 
feel absolutely “wiped out”, 


diagnosed with schizophrenia 
several weeks later. 
Powerful injections “wiped 
out” Jonathan’s personality, 
and for days he was unable 
to function properly. We 
understood why so many 
people with schizophrenia 
avoid medication. 
Now, using oral medication, 
he leads a contented life and 
lives in his first-floor flat with a 


I never refused or missed a 
treatment. Persevering enabled 
me to be well enough to 
change to oral medication 
after a few months. 

Thus I was surprised when 
two years later my new GP said 
I no longer needed medication. 
I should look for work, he said 
coldly. I didn’t dare protest. 


giant telescope. 

With skilled help and 
compassion there is life beyond 
schizophrenia. 


National Schizophrenia 
Fellowship, advice line: 020 8947 
6814, website: wwww.nsforg.uk 


With io ineichanceabre seat 
sizes, Wizard has been 
specifically designed to 
§ provide powered mobility for 
» children aged from two years 
}, through to adolescence. 


| Compact in size and with front 
| wheel drive, Wizard is easy and 

safe to control indoors, and is 
| great fun when used outside. 


" A powered seat offers recline, 
seat raise for out of reach 

| access and lift and tilt which 
lowers sufficiently to enable 

- the user to gain easy 

» independent access. 


, Lateral supports together 
| with adjustable seat depth 
"and back height maintain 
+ good posture control 
+ and allow for growth. 


; For full details and leaflet call 
(FREEPHONE O500 618008 


sc RiNow 


RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN) 
FREEPOST, The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 
www. NE eae co.uk 


Back on track: Jonathan 


Relentlessly, my symptoms 
returned. After a year, I was 
very psychotic. The local psy- 
chiatric hospital treated me, 
and after several months on 
medication, I was well enough 
to cope again. Needless to say, 
I changed my GP. 

Never give up. With 
treatment there is a life! 
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30 Motoring 


What is the point of one city having its own badge scheme, asks DN’s motoring 
correspondent Douglas Campbell 


orwich badge nonsense 


hile we are still 
waiting for the 
government to 


release its Blue Badge Review, 
which will standardise criteria 
for issuing a blue badge, 
anomalies continue, like the 
one I found in Norwich. 

For many years now 
Norwich City Council has 
issued its own separate parking 
badge for disabled people. 

I wanted to find out more, 
so I set about obtaining one. 

Getting the application form 
was easy enough. A quick 
phone call to the city’s parking 
services department (tel: 01603 
212431) and the form 
was in the post to me. 

The information 
with the form 
showed that it 


allowed me to 
park in 

designated 
“green 
badge” 
spaces 


in 


08/04/03 — 


the centre of Norwich. Some of 
these spaces are in roads that 
are otherwise closed to traffic, 
but others are in ordinary 
streets. 

The badge is issued to any 
disabled person (driver or 
passenger) who is in receipt 
of the higher rate mobility 
component of Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA HRMC), or 
who produces evidence that 
they are unable or virtually 
unable to walk. 

To apply, all I needed to do 
was complete the form and 
send it off with a copy of proof 
that I get DLA HRMC and a 
cheque for £5. If I had not been 
receiving that benefit 
I would have had to provide 
evidence of my disability. 

Very efficiently, it was only 
a few days before I received 
my green badge. Worryingly, 
the badge itself is simply a 
piece of ordinary paper 
printed in colour with 
a metallic gold 
wheelchair symbol 
on it. It is 
triangular and 
about 10cm 
by 10cm. 

There is no 
photograph, 
no specimen 


Coachwork Ltd 


FREEDOM 
INDEPENDENCE _ 
COMFORT 
AFFORDABILITY 


of my signature, no security 
hologram and no lamination 
to prevent alteration. My 
surname appears on the 
badge, but not my first name 
or even my initials. And the 
green badge lasts only 

12 months. 

What advantage is there 
to Norwich City Council in 
issuing these badges? 

It is less secure than the blue 
badge or even the old orange 
badge, being easier to forge or 
alter. It is virtually impossible 
to check that the user is the 
person that the badge was 
issued to as there is neither 
photo nor signature. The 
criteria for issue are the same 
as for the blue badge. 

It would seem that the only 
advantages are that: 

e Most visitors to Norwich, 
which is a major tourist city, as 
well as some residents, will not 
have bothered to apply for a 
green badge. They probably 
don’t even know about it. This 
keeps the designated green 
badge bays for a select group 
of badge holders. 

e The charge of £5 per year 
compares with a maximum of 
£2 for three years for the blue 
badge. This makes Norwich’s 
green badge 650 per cent 


dearer than a blue badge. 

Is it really true that the 
fathers of the ancient City of 
Norwich are so selfish that they 
want to keep disabled visitors 
to their lovely city from using 
their parking bays for disabled 
people? 

Or perhaps they just see this 
as a way to make a few pounds 
extra for the city coffers. 

Send your motoring comments 
to DN, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW, email: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Still putting 
pressure on 
the pumps 


DN is continuing its 
campaign for petrol stations 
to provide better help for 
disabled drivers. Keep up to 
date in the July issue’s 
motoring supplement. 

The supplement will also 
include Douglas Campbell’s 
preview of the Mobility 
Roadshow at Donington 
Park, 20-22 June. The 
organisers, Mobility Choice, 
promise that this year’s show 
will be the biggest so far. 
Read July’s DN to whet 
your appetite. 


London U-turn 


Late last year we reported that 
the Greater London Authority 
and London Mayor Ken 
Livingstone had granted a 
concession to all blue badge 
holding disabled people 
exempting them from paying 
congestion charges in central 
London. There was, however, 
to be an annual registration 
charge of £10. 

Following further 
campaigning by the Disabled 
Drivers’ Motor Club and the 
Disabled Drivers’ Association, 
the registration charge of £10 
will now only be charged 
once. Provided the disabled 
person continues to be 
registered for exemption each 


year they will not have to pay 
a further charge on renewal. 

Congestion charging is 
expected to start in central 
London in February 2003. 
The daily charge for 
non-exempt vehicles will 
be £5, with a substantial 
automatic penalty for those 
who forget to pay. 

There will not be any toll 
barriers, but automatic digital 
cameras will read the number 
plates of vehicles entering the 
zone and of vehicles parked in 
the zone. 

DN will bring you full 
details of how to apply for 
exemption as soon as this 
information is available. 


Affordable waterproof products 
that can be machine washed & 
dried hundreds of times. 


FIAT MONTANA 


2.0 JTD turbo diesel, 4 seats 
and wheelchair access, full 
low floor conversion, 
lightweight ramp, power 
steering, air conditioning, 
59" passenger headroom. 


FIAT ASPEN 


Choice of petrol, diesel or 
turbo diesel, low floor 
conversion, lightweight 
ramp, 4 doors plus tailgate, 
power steering, twin airbags. 


QUALITY 


Just some of the 
benefits of a vehicle from 
G&M Coachwork Ltd. 


THE SOUTH WEST’S BEST COLLECTION OF QUALITY USED CARS 


A selection of nearly new Renault Kangoo’s, low floor wheelchair 
conversions from £9995.00 


Peugeot Expert low floor Montana conversion, metallic silver, 31,000 
miles, R reg, air con. 2 rear saloon seats. £9,995.00 


VW Transporter T reg. 1999. 1.9 turbo diesel. Manual ramp. 30,000 miles. 


Ring 01626 853050 fit 


GM Coachwork Ltd, Teign Valley Trusham, Newton Abbot Devon 1013 ONX 
For more information visit our website www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 


= Bibs/Aprons. 
— enn ovative range of 
__ @Numerous styles, sizes 


& functional bibs 
of absorbency to suit | 
| needs @ Easily 


ie REISE ne nee judheauroinesea 
(01293 ) 775800 


www.specialcareproducts.com sales@specialcareproducts.com 
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Comment 31 


The kids are alright 


Being a teenager comes with its share of 
frustration, and doubly so when you’re 
disabled. Dan Batten listens to disabled 
teens who aren't afraid to speak out 


Ithough it may seem 

hard to believe, among 

the mix of exams, acne 
and miseries that come with 
discovering your sexuality, your 
teenage years can be the best 
you'll ever have. 

There’s no reason that this 
shouldn’t be the case if you 
have a disability, but being a 
disabled teen can pose different 
challenges to those facing a 
non-disabled counterpart. You 
may have to shout a bit louder 
to be a part of things others 
take for granted, but exercising 
those vocal chords can be good 
if people “in charge” listen to 
what matters to you. 

One person for whom the 
right to speak and be heard is 
paramount is 14-year-old 


John Clarke. 


people. Joanne, who has a 
condition that weakens her 
joints and is a wheelchair 
user, is happy in her present 
mainstream school where she 
is sitting eight standard grade 
exams, the Scottish equivalent 
of GCSEs. 

She didn’t have such a good 
time at primary school. 

“The headmaster made me 
feel really unwelcome, and gave 
the impression that having 
disabled kids in his school was 
too much trouble,” says 
Joanne, also a Whizz-Kidz 
“kidz board” member. 

She says it would be a good 
idea to “send teachers back to 
school” for disability awareness 
training. Rather than feeling 
hatred, she pitied the head for 
his “stupid” attitude. 


‘| don’t want to get up on a box and campaign, but it 
is important | “educate” people | have dealings with’ 


John, who has cerebral palsy, 
is on the “kidz board” of 
Whizz-Kidz, a charity that 
provides young people with 
wheelchairs. He is also one of 
only two wheelchair users on 
the government’s young 
people’s advisory forum, which 
works with Minister for Young 
People John Denham. He 
hopes his presence will 
encourage people in power to 
listen to more disabled people. 

“The present government 
doesn’t have nearly enough 
disabled people involved with 
it, so their views and needs go 
largely unheard or even 
ignored,” he says. 

John also thinks more 
young disabled people should 
be encouraged to attend 
mainstream schools and 
colleges. He has been at a 
mainstream school since he was 
nine. While he acknowledges 
that mainstream isn’t accessible 
to everyone, not least because 
of physical access in school 
buildings, he thinks that those 
who can go should. 

“The education standards 
are far superior to special 
schools,” he says. “I wouldn’t 
feel as confident as I do now 
about making my way in the 
real world if I weren’t at a 
mainstream school.” 

Fifteen-year-old Joanne 
Evans thinks teachers could do 
a bit more to change negative 
attitudes towards disabled 


Joanne also reckons 
transport providers could do 
with being steered in a new 
direction. On a British Airways 
flight to a Whizz-Kidz meeting, 
her powered chair was stored in 
the hold. When she got it back, 
the chair’s special raiser 
mechanism had been smashed. 

“They didn’t seem to 
appreciate that the chair was 
my legs, not just another piece 
of luggage,” she says. 

Outside school, Joanne loves 
theatre and singles out the 
Theatre Royal in Glasgow and 
the Kings Theatre in Edinburgh 
for good and bad access 
respectively, 

“The Royal has a spot where 


you can sit in your wheelchair 


o 


and you have a really good 
view,” she says, “but in the 
Kings you’re shoved right at the 
back and people on stage look 
like dots.” 

Someone who enjoys acting 
rather than watching is 18-year- 
old Lianne Collins. Lianne, who 
has a learning disability, has 
been involved in acting classes 
for the last year, most recently 
at the Helen O’Grady Drama 
Academy and Manor Gardens 
Community Centre, both in 
north London. She values the 
chance acting gives her to 
express herself: “I enjoy being 
someone else for a while.” 

She’s also a bit of a dab hand 
with plants and looks forward 
to sessions in her college garden. 

“T like helping the plants 
grow and making them look 
nice,” she says. 

Sport also plays a big role in 
Lianne’s life — she’s never 
happier than when playing 
football or volleyball. 

“T would be really 
disappointed if I had to stop 
playing sports,” she says. 

Although the ups of being a 
teenager are great, the downs 
can be pretty harsh. Seventeen- 


No limits: Joanne Evans (right) with BBC Breakfast presenter 


Sophie Raworth at the Whizz-Kidz Free2b Conference last October. 


Acting up: Lianne Collins (/eft) lends her thespian hand to an act 


rl 


year-old Andrea Brown wishes 
her peers wouldn’t be so quick 
to judge on appearances. 
Andrea, who has a facial 
disfigurement, has never had 

a boyfriend and doesn’t feel 
confident she will ever have 
one because of cruel remarks 
about her appearance. 

“T get the obvious stares 
which I can deal with, mainly 
because I’m just bored with 
them,” says Andrea. 

But words still hurt. “I really 
fancied this boy at school a few 
years ago, but was scared to 
chat him up,” she says. She got 
a friend to try to smooth the 
path, but ended up on a rocky 
road. “I was hiding round a 


IAN WRIGHT 


ing class in north London 


corner when my friend told him 
how I felt, and he said: ‘She 
looks like she’s been in a horror 
film, I wouldn’t go near her’.” 

Those words are still with 
Andrea today, but she realises 
not everyone is so judgmental. 
“T just try to impress upon 
people that I’m no different to 
them. I don’t want to get up on 
a box and campaign, but it is 
important that I ‘educate’ 
people I have dealings with.” 

Although their experiences 
are different, DN’s teens all 
have a lust for life and a 
determination to make 
things better. 

If others are like them, the 


future’s in safe hands. 


Opening up 
the Tube! 


A new handy-sized 
Tube access guide 
is now available 

to help you plan 
your journey 
avoiding stairs 

and escalators. 


For your free copy, 
contact Access & Mobility, 
Transport for London, 


Windsor House, 


42-50 Victoria Street, London SW1H OTL 
Telephone/Textphone: 020 7941 4600 
Email: access&mobility@tfl.gov.uk 


Tube access guide 


How to plan a Tube journey 
avoiding stairs and escalators 


SCOPE 


LONDON 
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“SHOW STOPPER’ ® 


MOBILITY ROADSHOW CROWTHORNE 15-17 JUNE 2001 


SOLUTION FOR WHEELCHAIR TRANSPORTATION - 
THIS COMPACT ADAPTED MPV IS AVAILABLE ON THE 
ROAD FROM £11,650 


ACCESSIBLE SHARAN ACCESSIBLE PREVIA 
ON THE ROAD FROM £18,950 ON THE ROAD FROM £23,500 


ALL OUR ADAPTATIONS AND DESIGNS ARE PATENT PROTECTED AND CONSTRUCTED USING STAINLESS STEEL 


TELEPHONE TO ARRANGE YOUR NO OBLIGATION TEST DRIVE 
AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


24 DIANA STREET NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TEL: 0191 226 0099 FAX: 0191 272 1313 


VEHICLE CERTIFICATION AGENCY 


APPROVED RCCREDITED APPROVED 
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Arts 33 


A* synchronised wheel- 
ies going to become an 
Olympic demonstration 
sport? The new BBC 1 pre- 
sentation stings (the bits 
between the programmes) 
feature such expertise, along 
with tap dancing and yoga. 
Much better than watching 
the curling. 

After the BBC’s blanket 
coverage of the Winter 
Olympics from Salt Lake 
City, the Winter Paralympics 
were squeezed into just 45 
breathtaking minutes of 
death-defying stunts. If the 
skeleton bobsled is “the luge 
for mad people”, what’s this? 
Fab title sequence too. 

Haven’t really got into 
C4’s The West Wing (they 
talk too fast) but noticed 
how President Bartlet 
(Martin Sheen) will go to 
any lengths to conceal his 
MS from the doctors when 
he is shot and wounded. 

A bit like President 
Roosevelt trying to 
convince people that polio 
hadn’t paralysed his legs. 

What about Bob 
Monkhouse? Smarmy old 
gameshow host? Cult 
funnyman? ITV1’s Bob 
Monkhouse on Bob 
Monkhouse painted a 
revealing picture of a man 
deeply affected by the life 
and premature death of his 
severely disabled son. Respec’. 

Ask any pop idol (well, 
maybe not Will) about their 
inspiration and most will say 
“Elvis”. But as The South 
Bank Show (ITV1) pointed 
out, without deaf ’50s 
crooner Johnnie Ray, there 
may even have been no Elvis. 
Sadly, Iam just about old 
enough to recall the hoo-ha 
about JR in the late ’50s. 
Only the good die young. 

If he’d lived, I wonder if 
Johnnie Ray would have 
been interested in a cochlear 
implant? Controversial 
among the deaf community, 
the arguments for and 
against were aired on the 
splendid VEE tv (C4). 

Parky’s Tribute to Dudley 
Moore (BBC 1) contained 
the extremely un-PC sketch 
with Dud playing the one- 
legged guy going for the 
Tarzan audition. Hilarious. 
If you are likely to be 
offended, please look 
away now. 


Jane Shepherd 


excellent 
very good 
good 

OK 

poor 


Peeling 


ood 


ith Kaite O’Reilly’s 

Peeling, Graeae has 
finally produced challenging, 
accessible theatre rooted in 
disabled peoples’ experience. 

Peeling opens with Alfa, 
Beaty and Coral, each atop a 
huge crinoline-like structure 
covered with yards of 
flouncing material. These 
are the outrageous costumes 
for the three actresses’ 
chorus role in The Trojan 
Women (the play within the 
play). But it is backstage that 
the main action of Peeling 
takes place: while waiting 
their next cue, the actresses 
bicker, swap recipes and 
tales of sex and pregnancy. 

The real gem in all this 
was the characterisation. Just 
as the actresses peeled off 
layers of costume leaving 
them in their underwear at 
the end, so too are layers of 
the characters peeled away, 
thanks to Coral’s persistent 
questioning. 

In the process, disability 
issues are aired. These 
emerge through the char- 
acters as they talk from 
experience, rather than using 
politically prepared lines. It 
leads to some pretty 
challenging viewpoints, if 
judged against the disability 
movement’s orthodoxy. But I 
for one think the play was 
better for that. 

The play is so multi- 
layered and suffused with wit 
that one didn’t get bogged 
down with metaphors and 
inter-weaving of ideas for too 
long. Jenny Sealey’s direction 
saw to that. As we have come 
to expect of Sealey, Peeling 
was visually stunning, not 
just in terms of set design but 
also in the performers’ use of 
the space and interaction 
with each other. And the 
three actresses, Caroline 
Parker, Lisa Hammond and 
Sophie Partridge really were 
first class. If you missed 
Peeling, you missed a classic. 

Ruth Bailey 
Graeae hope to have future 
performances of Peeling this 
year. Info: 020 7681 4755. 


Read My Lips (Sur mes Lévres) 


acques Audiard’s Read My 

Lips (Sur mes Lévres, sub- 
titled) is a thriller about a deaf 
woman who turns to crime. 

Carla Bhem (Emanuelle 
Devos, right) works as a 
secretary at a large property 
company. She is an 
overworked, isolated, deaf 
drudge, disregarded by the 
salesmen whose patronising 
comments she lip-reads as she 
sits alone in the canteen. 

Then she is given a trainee 
assistant, Paul Angeli (Vincent 
Cassel), a good-looking rough 
diamond, just released from 
prison. They fall for each other, 
and Paul pulls Carla into a 
plan to rob a group of 
gangsters, using her to lip-read 
their conversations through 
binoculars, leading to a fast- 
moving but confused finale. 

For a film whose title 
implies that lip-reading plays a 
central role, it doesn’t really 
deliver. I found the key final 
sequence, where Paul mouths 
instructions to Carla to get 
him out of trouble, forced. 
Nothing here pays off with the 
elegance of the “waiting at the 
altar” sequence in Four 
Weddings and a Funeral. 

An early scene shows Carla 
conversing in sign to a passing 
deaf acquaintance. But there’s 
no other indication that she is 
part of a deaf community; her 
isolation, use of the telephone 
and lip-reading all seem to 


Coming up © 


The English Touring Opera 
will tour Verdi’s La Traviata 
with sign language interpreta- 
tion throughout the UK. 30 
April-4 May at the Warwick 
Arts Centre, Coventry; 9-11 
May at the Hawth, Crawley; 
and 21-22 May at the Charter 
Theatre, Preston. Tel 020 7820 
1131, website: www.english 
touringopera.org.uk 


Positive Hearts, a company 
of actors and musicians with 
learning disabilities, presents 
the performance piece 

— personality + at the Unity 
Theatre in Liverpool. 2 May 
at 1.30pm. Tickets £2. Tel: 
020 8694 1632, website: 
www.heartnsoul.co.uk 


Kathy Burke directs Kosher 
Harry, featuring an abrasive 
cabbie, an elderly wheelchair 
user and a scantily-clad wait- 
ress. Until 11 May at the 
Jerwood Theatre, London. 
Tel 020 7565 5000, website: 
www.royalcourttheatre.com 


Film ag 


suggest someone hard of 
hearing. She’s unable to hear 
anything at all without her 
hearing aid, yet has no trace 
of a deaf voice. This isn’t a 
coherent characterisation, 
and certainly doesn’t explore 
deaf life. 

And that’s the big problem. 
Deafness is used as a window- 
dressing to what is a 
moderately entertaining 
thriller, but nothing more. 


ondon Disability Arts 

Forum’s third film festival 
— four days of movies by 
disabled people — runs from 
6-9 June at the National Film 
a lheatre: 

Likely highlights include 
Rush 2, the second part of Ray 
Harrison-Graham’s story 
about six deaf students, and 
Forbidden Motherhood 


(Maternite Interdite) the French 


Treloar’s 


film shown as a work in 
progress last year. Panel 
discussions will cover access 
to film and TV, and past and 
present representation of 
disabled people on film. 

Some of the most exciting 
work is likely to be found in 
the seven programmes of 
shorts. ’'d pick Raina Haig’s 
expressionist Blind 
Sensations, Katherine 
Araniello’s several short 
pieces, Eat Your Words, about 
30 years of discrimination 
around dyslexia, and Steve | 
Dwoskin’s Intoxicated by My 
Illness (Intensive Care). 

There will also be an 
advance screening of the 
BFI’s brand new print of Tod 
Browning’s Freaks, due for 
re-release in the autumn. 

Allan Sutherland 

Details on the LDAF website: | 


www.dail.dircon.co.uk/Idaf 


is one of the UK’s leading centres for young. | 


people with physical disabilities providing 


education, therapy and care all under one roof. 


Professional Visitors’ Days 


Summer 2002 


e Paediatricians 
e Social workers 


¢ Teachers — primary, secondary and FE 

e Physios, OTs and speech & language therapists 
e SENCOs and careers advisers 

¢ Community nurses & health visitors 


Come and see for yourself 


Treloar College: 20 June 
Treloar School: 27 June 


Call Wendy Edwards on 01420 526523 for a booking 
form, or e-mail her wendy.edwards@treloar.org.uk 


Treloar Trust 
Upper Froyle 
Alton 
Hampshire 
GU34 AJX 


www.treloar.org.uk 


Tréloar’s 


Enabling Education 


Treloar School and College are supported by the Treloar Trust, registered charity number 307103 
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he opening pages of 

Frank McGillion’s On 

the Edge of a Lifetime 
(Mainstream, £14.99) took me 
from the edge of a lifetime to 
the edge of a cliff. I found 
myself willing him to hang on. 

His account of his first day 

ata special school read like a 
day at the Hammer House of 
Horrors. I have long been 
convinced that there is nothing 
“special” about these schools, 
and that we need a more 
appropriate name for them. 


Frank’s graphic description 
only made my feelings stronger. 

Once I began to read this 
book, I could not put it down. 
Some of it was unbelievable. 
You wondered how this small 
child managed to cope with 
everything fate threw at him. 

I was therefore quite upset 
to find that although the book 
says it is an autobiographical 
account of the author’s life, 
several pages at the end inform 
you that a great deal of its 
content has been made up. 

This did nothing to enhance 
the book for me. The factual 
accounts were more than able 
to stand-alone and provided 
material for an excellent book. 
Perhaps my feelings were due 
to the fact that 1am a parent 
of two sons with a disability. 

A purely factual account could 
have done much more to raise 
awareness about the hurdles 
Frank faced in his childhood. 
Carole Barber 


the forgetting 


mere wilh 
oy! JOHN BAYLEY 


he Forgetting : Under- 

standing Alzheimer’s by 

David Shenk (Harper 
Collins, £15.99) is a book you 
are not likely to forget. Written 
in America, where public 
awareness was heightened by 
Ronald Reagan’s illness, it 
offers a brilliant exposition 
using history, science and per- 
sonal dramas to illustrate its 
point. In three sections shad- 
owing the stages of the disease, 
the author skillfully weaves 


y Stroke of Luck by 

Kirk Douglas (Little 

Brown, £12.99) isa 
short, simply written book 
that will interest anyone who 
has had a stroke, their carers, 
or fans of Kirk Douglas. 

A stroke can hit anyone, and 
it has affected his friends in the 
film industry, like Burt 
Lancaster. The way Douglas 
copes with it shows just how 
human he is. He shares his 
highs and lows, giving an 
insight into his world. His 
emotions cover the range of 


fear, helplessness, anger, 
despair, depression and self- 
pity. But he never gives up. 
He uses his humour and 
determination to pull through. 
What else would you expect 
from a film star who did his 
own stunts? This is a man of 80 
who said: “I have not finished 
my life. I want to go on—I still 
feel young —I still want to live.” 
Kirk Douglas was always a 
great film star, and after 
reading his book, I like the 
man more. Very readable. 


Gill Chambers 


Good health demands that everyone should stand up, 
preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, disgestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 
alleviating unnecessary lifting. 


The Genie - Ingenious! 


Further information from 

Easy Care Products Limited. 

Park Lane, Old Park, Telford, TF3 4TE. 
Fax: 01952 616588 
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1©01952 6103005. 


clear clinical explanations with 
personal reflections of those 
with the condition and their 
carers. “Old age,” wrote Roger 
Bacon, “is the home of forget- 
fulness.” We have here an 
exploration of the brain and 
the vital role that memory 
plays in creating our identity. 

Alois Alzheimer’s research 
into brain disease in the early 
20th Century attracted little 
interest until the mid-1970s 
in America. It was then 
recognised that within an 
ageing population, some 
patients exhibited not only 
memory loss, but also strange 
behaviour patterns. An 
estimated 500,000 Alzheimer 
cases in 1975 increased to 5 
million in the 1990s. 

The race was on to find the 
causes and a cure. Discoveries 
were made, including drugs 
that delayed the progress of 
the disease. Diagnosis 
improved with modern 


Can You Manage 
Stares? 


The life of 
Bill Hargreaves 


Co-inciding with Scope’s 
half-century, Bill Hargreaves’ 
autobiography, Can You 
Manage Stares? tells the 
story of a pioneer with a 
great sense of humour, who 
helped push Scope forward 
and open up jobs, recreation 
and travel to disabled people. 
Hargreaves was born in 
Australia weighing two-and- 
a-half pounds. Because he 
had cerebral palsy, his parents 
were told that he would 
never walk, work or marry. 
He did it all, including 
being a professional 
ventriloquist, before 
becoming the only disabled 
person on the founding 
committee of the then 
National Spastics Society. 
He never looked back. 
Free from Scope’s Library, 
see page 34. 


scanning techniques, but it is 
still “post mortem” research 
that reveals the final 
devastating evidence of the 
spreading Alzheimer’s plaques 
and tangles in the brain. 

Throughout this sobering 
portrait of a disease, David 
Shenk’s compassion and 
empathy break through to 
remind us that the “sufferer” is 
a human being trapped in the 
now. As the system shuts 
down, there are ways of 
reaching the person — maybe 
through music, nature or just 
holding a hand. He reminds us 
of the strain to those who care 
while watching the person 
they love disintegrate. 

This account of Alzheimer’s 
— described by Shenk as “death 
by a thousand subtractions” — 
is a compelling read and can 
only increase our under- 
standing and add to our 
humanity. 

Brenda Driver 


The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind has produced 
Painting from a new perspec- 
tive (RNIB, £9), focusing on 
the work of six artists who 
continue to paint despite the 
loss of their sight. 

Besides full-colour 
reproductions of their 
artwork, the book includes 
frank discussion with the 
artists — not only about their 
personal experience as 
visually impaired people, but 
also about the technique and 
process involved in creating 
their paintings. There is 
helpful information for those 
who would like to take up 
the art of painting. 


Nita Jackson’s Standing 
Down, Falling Up: Asperger’s 
Syndrome from the Inside 
Out (Lucky Duck, £9) 
contains personal stories, 
anecdotes, poetry and diary 
entries to give an insight into 
life with this condition. 
Jackson’s account not 
only raises awareness and 
knowledge of a condition that 
was recognized only in the 
last decade; it also demon- 
strates the necessity of self- 
acceptance. “If I hadn’t 
accepted myself then I would 
never have written this book.” 
This may become the key 
text through which we come 
to understand this syndrome 
and the people who have it. 
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THE GREAT a ea 
LEAT s<AN € i: SALE! 


Many vehicles 
— Cost 


No Deposit 


3 Years 
Mechanical rar 
Breakdown Insurance 
DON’T FORGET.... 

3 Years IF YOU WANT TO BUY 
2Lhr Breakdown ) | ae lee. 
Assistance =z or * 

° EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
Full AA Inspection exe EXCELLENT guna 


SVMotability® 


ACCREDITED 


“This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 used under licence 


oN, SALES HOTLINE: 0845 7413348 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 


Tel: 01484 400795 ° Fax: 01484 4.00796 


AM) = << Now open... website: www-unimob.co:sk > 
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36 Share your problems 


Fun for my fiftieth 
i: May I will be 50 and I 
should very much like to 


celebrate by doing something 
adventurous. I have surfed the 
internet and studied various 
magazines but cannot find 

[ am an electric wheelchair 
user, which I am unable to 
leave to transfer to a seat, and 
I cannot travel to anywhere 
that means an overnight stay. 
My ideal adventure would be 
a ride in a hot air balloon, but 
no one has invented one that 
will take a wheelchair. Can 
you help please? 

Esther, Derbyshire 

Well, you’ve really set a poser, 
and I hope readers can help. 

[ had a very helpful chat 
with John Crosby at the 
Calvert Trust in the Lake 


@ love and loneliness 
e bereavement 

@ personal problems 
e advice and support 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 
herself, is co-author of the Directory 
for Disabled People and other guides. 
Write to her at Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 SPW 

or email your problem to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


District, and he told me about 
paragliding. Of course, he 
would need to talk to you. 
The Calvert Trust runs a 
wide range of activity holidays 
from its three holiday centres. 


Help for the helper 
have managed to help a few 
elderly people in nearby flats 

to get the financial benefits to 

which they are entitled. 

Because of the complexities 
of doing this, I have decided 
to take a free computer course 
at a local college and lam 
wondering if there is an 
organisation that will help 
me to purchase a computer. 

I have found that storing 
all the files and keeping up 
with the latest information 
in reference books is very 
time consuming, and access 


mew Tear ANN 


Po 


to a computer would be very 
helpful. 

JB, Bedford 
You could contact Ability Net. 
They help disabled people learn 
about computers and advise on 
the most suitable models. 
Sometimes they are able to help 
with the cost. 

I understand that you are in 
touch with Age Concern and 
the Bedford Community Rights 
Centre. It might be worth 
asking if they have a spare 
computer or would help with 
funding. 

You could also contact any 
big firms nearby to ask if they 
have any spares. 


No way to get DLA 
am writing to you in 
desperation. For many years 

I had kidney problems and 


John Crosby, The Calvert Trust, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4QD, tel: 01768 772254. 


JCM. Designing and manufacturing superior 
specialist seating for 10 years. 
Star Launch in May; if you aren’t lucky 


enough to win one, visit us at Naidex and see 


the new Star for yourself. 
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Simple, versatile & fun... 


Same chair, energized 


Win a limited edition new style star 
Call 01775 766664 for details 


SEATING SOLUTIONS 


LIMITED 


Can | have viagra? 


am on Disability Living Allowance and the lower rate of 

mobility allowance mainly because of my alcoholism and 
associated problems, but I have been dry for five years now. 

My wife died ten years ago. I am quite happy living alone, 
but since giving up drinking I have become impotent. I could 
satisfy my sexual needs by masturbation except that I cannot 
get an erection and I find it difficult to keep my penis clean, 


particularly beneath my foreskin. 


I would like to try the drug viagra, but my doctor said he 


could not help with this. 


J, Bedford 


I am glad to hear you have overcome your alcohol problems. 
That takes enormous efforts and I congratulate you. 

Regarding your sexual difficulties, I suggest you contact the 
SPOD helpline. Iam sure you would find them helpful. 

You could also ask whether another doctor might be able to 
advise you about viagra and whether there would be a chance it 


could be prescribed. 


was on dialysis at home for ten 
hours every day. Last year I had 
a kidney transplant. I cannot 
walk much or do any 
housework because I get tired. 
I have tried to get Disability 
Living Allowance several times 
and last time they told me not 
to apply any more. I don’t 
know my rights or what to do. 
Mrs FT, London 
I cannot advise you about your 
entitlement on the limited 
information you have given me, 
but I can say you can apply as 
often as you like and the agency 
has no right to say otherwise. 
However, it is very 
important that you seek help 
locally where you can discuss 
your situation face to face. 
You will need to explain any 
difficulties you experience 
with, say, bathing, housework, 
shopping and so on. The local 
Citizens Advice Bureau would 
be glad to help you in this way. 


E et 


WWW.jcmseating.co.uk 
enquiries@jcmseating.co.uk 
01775 766664 


Look lively! 

feel that life has passed me by. 

I’m a 40-year-old disabled 
man and while I’ve had 
girlfriends, they don’t usually 
last very long. I’m worried now 
that I’m over the hill. What 
hope is there? 

Dave, Herts 

Now’s the time to take stock. 
Do you have plenty of interests? 
Are you outward looking? 

I read the other day that 
“you are never too old, jaded, 
wasted and used by the world 
to once again feel young. You 
should not give up five minutes 
before the miracle is about to 
happen.” 

Get out and about and 
choose interesting places. 
Statistics show that, as 
desirable pick-up spots, 
museums rank higher than 
night clubs. 

Try to look lively and fun 
loving. June Whitfield said: “If 
your face wants to smile, let it. 
If it doesn’t, make it.” 

You could try the new 
website aimed at people with 
disabilities. 4dptogether.com is 
described as “more than just a 
dating site: it’s a friendship 
finder, a relationship builder 
and a place to find love.” 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 
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Bright ideas 


could find yourself drawn to the Autoglide electric curtain 

track from Silent Gliss. The Dawn & Dusk model comes 
with a sensor that faces out of the window and automatically opens 
and shuts curtains in the morning and at night, and also has an 
override feature to let you decide when to shut out or welcome in 
the world and deter unwanted guests. You can also use a timer set 
by you and operated either from a hands-on control unit or remote 
control. Tel: 01843 863571 ,website www.silentgliss.co.uk 


= aving problems opening and closing your curtains? You 


.~ ‘ f fitting batteries into your hearing aid is 


tricky, try out Duracell’s new EasyTab. 


Everyday life can sometimes be a nuisance, but Dan Batten has 
some nifty gadgets to make the daily grind a bit easier 


nt to 
speak to 
whoever 


knocks on your 
door before letting 
them in? Replace 
your existing 
front door bell 
with a NimaCom 
intercom system, 
and you can. Via a 
handset, you can talk to 
visitors before letting them 
in, and open the door to them 
if the handset is connected 
to an electric door release. 
You can also install a Nima 
Exchange which lets you open 
the door from your phone. 
Tel: 01376 331021, website: 


www.nimaproducts.co.uk 


o you like to read 
yourself to sleep 
under a nice glow 


from a lamp, but find flicking 
the tiny switch when it’s time 
to turn out a nightmare? 
Then a touch lamp may offer 
a happy ending to reading 
time. The lamp has three dif- 
ferent light intensity levels 
and turns on and off with a 
gentle press of the base. 
Available in four different 
colours. £13.95 from 
Waudbys, tel: 01430 422523, 
website: www.avaudbys.co.uk 


o you enjoy DIY 
around the house but 
get in a muddle when 


writing down those vital mea- 
surements? Check out a 
recording locking tape mea- 
sure. It measures 10 feet long, 
has a built in digital voice 
recorder that can store up to 
20 seconds of those all impor- 
tant details and comes ina 
sleek metallic finish. All this 
should make wonky shelves a 
thing of the past. £9.99 from 
www .thesharperedge.co.uk, 
tel:01582 469000. 


Heard of any 
gadgets, devices 
or equipment that 
others could find 
helpful? Send 
your ideas to Dan Batten at 
DN, tel: 020 7619 7323, e-mail: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


seal The batteries come in a resealable pack, 
a have a long tab for putting batteries z 
oo a into your aid without ever handling , v 
them, and are available in sizes 10, 13, \ \ 
= r - 3 
312 and 675. £3.49 for 6 from pharma- 4 
cies and selected high street shops. " 
se ™ <= Website: www.duracell.com 
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THE NEW 
VIVA’ 
STATE OF 
THE ART 
THERAPEUTIC 


66 Viva” 
Full body 


_ www.motomed-medimotion.co.uk 


240 VOLT MACHINES FOR LOWER 
AND UPPER BODY THERAPY. 


UNIQUE ANTI SPASM CONTROL ENSURES SAFE AND 
GENTLE CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION. 


Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power. 
Handset operates at variable speeds and resistance to encourage 
progress and provides bio-feedback with a digital display. 
Designed specifically for M.S. and C.P. patients 
and used extensively Worldwide for 
Rehabilitation and Physiotherapy. 
SUITABLE FOR 


e ‘stroke’ patients 


“Pico” Lower 

body model ¢ multiple sclerosis 

* paralysis (paraplegia and 
tetraplegia) 

° spastic and rheumatic illnesses 


¢ non-inflammatory illness of 
the peripheral nerves 
(polyneuropathy) 


¢ blood circulation disorders ¢ insufficient physical exercise 
(prophylaxis of thrombosis) 


e Parkinson’s disease 


* oedemas 
* osteoporosis 
e muscular dystrophy ¢ stiffness of the joints 


e arthrosis 


SOLE UK IMPORTER 


TAKE POSITIVE ACTION TO HELP YOUR CIRCULATORY PROBLEMS 
AND IMPROVE THE FLEXIBILITY OF YOUR JOINTS 


ROCHURE: MEDIMOTION Ltd, PENCADER, CARMARTHENSHIRE. SA39 9AZ. 
384 097 « FAX: 01559 384 814 « E-mail: medimotion@stayfree.co.uk 
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oS Take a break 


hink you’re a gastronomic 
guru? Then sink your 
teeth into this month’s tasty 


crossword. 


CROSSWORD BY JIM MCLAREN 
ILLUSTRATION BY VALERIE BARR 
ANSWERS ON PAGE 41 


Tlges. 


CROSSWORD SPONSORED BY 
Creating opportunities with disabled people 
LEonarD CHESHIRE” 


N Subscriptions 


Get more for your money and call our hotline: 01454 642444 


Simply fill out the form here and send with your 
payment to our FREEPOST address below and 
we will send you one of our quality polo shirts, 
in either red or white. Please state which colour 
and size you would like. In addition to cheques 
and postal ordes, we now accept Switch and 
credit cards, which means you can subscribe on 
our hotline with no fuss. 


Callers must quote PS to receive the gift. 


MORE GOOD NEWS! 


Are you on a means-tested benefit? If so, you can 


subscribe to DN at no cost! Simply attach proof 
of entitlememt to this form (documentation 


showing name of claimant and benefit type). 


Benefits accepted: income support, housing 
benefit, council tax exemption, disabled person’s 


tax credit, job seeker’s allowance. 


For more information, call our HOTLINE. 


Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST 
LON18316, Patchway, Bristol BS32 02ZZ 


NB The free gift offer is subject to availability. 
We cannot offer the gift to free or renewing subscribers. 


—_— SSS SSS 
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FREE DN Polo shirt for 
every new subscriber!* 
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ACROSS 


Food cooked in ovenproof, glass dish (9) 
Utensil for lifting ice-cream (5) 

. Wine from Bordeaux (6) 

. Rolled sponge (7) 

. Basis for macaroni and spaghetti (5) 

. Dough used in a pie (6) 

. Chocolates (6) 

. The country which gives us Rioja (5) 

. Fish which can be soused (7) 

. Sunday lunch dish (5) 

. Sweet made by boiling milk, sugar and butter (5) 

. This paper is edible (4) 

. Food which is easy to prepare (11) 

. Small, sweet pancake (5) 

. Where 1 Across is cooked (4) 

. Envelopes of pasta filled with chopped meat (7) 

. They can be hot dogs (8) 

. Apple drink (5) 

. Particular preparation of food (4) 


: 


Wine-opener (9) 

Deep cooking pot (8) 

Red-skinned root, usually eaten raw (6) 
Light, finger-shaped cakes (7) 

James Bond’s drink (7) 

Coffee country (5) 

France’s top sparkling wine (9) 


Soe Cot ONee UG tae aa ae 


Type of soup (6) 
. Very thin slice of veal (8) 
. Apple pastry (8) 
- Junk food from cattle? (5) 
. It cools drinks (3) 
. Fine brandy (6) 
- spoilt food-mayibex a = 
. Crisps in the USA (5) 
. List of dishes available (4) 
. Lettuce with long, crisp leaves (3) 


- done (4) 


. Vintage wine will be (3) 


Candid Dan 


Dan's guerrilla guide 
helps him fight off the 
birthday blues 


fter hearing horror stories about the impact of a 30th 
birthday, I’m almost disappointed to say that I feel hardly 
any different entering my third decade. I say hardly, but the 
morning after the customary birthday celebration was a far 
more painful course to navigate than similar ones in my 20s. 
I doubt I would have seen the day at all if I hadn’t been woken 
by a friend in time for kick off. 

Although I didn’t get the mountain of gifts I received in my 
youth, what did come my way was of high quality. The DN 
team presented me with a guide to guerrilla filmmaking, full 
of tips on how to make that masterpiece on the cheap. ’m 
wondering if this isn’t a subliminal way of saying they’re sick 
of the sight of me. Seeing as Ian and I are about to film 
another original story shortly, any penny-pinching tips will 
come in handy. Dave’s offering of a book on the history of 
reggae, combined with my other tome, means that rarest of 
sounds (silence) will ring around my flat until they are both 
read. 

If by chance I don’t complete reading both soon, they will 
provide suitable beach fodder for my week in Greece as 
Windsor’s co-best man. The groom-to-be seems remarkably 
calm at the thought of his impending nuptials, but whether 
this extends to the morning of the wedding where he will be 
helping to crowbar me as well as himself into our suits 
remains to be seen. Perhaps his mind is more concerned with 
the Dutch version of treasure hunt one of the gang has lined 
up for him on his stag weekend. Having heard of a provisional 
list of suggested “booty” to be located, I can understand his 
concern. 


¢ What’s on 


| The Sainsbury Centre for 
Mental Health will hold their 
annual summer conference, 
Evidence Based Practice 
Developing Capability in 
Mental Health Service 
Provision 27-28 June, 
Brighton It will look at how 
a “capable system” of 
comprehensive and 
integrated care can be 
developed which also 
provides an environment for 
implementing best practice 
and staff development. 
There will be expert national 
and international 
presentations, interactive 
workshops, seminars and 
symposiums and examples 
of effective services working 
across care systems.Contact 
Sarah Lord, Conference 

and events manager, 

Tel: 020 7827 8384 E-mail: 
sarah. lord@scmh.org.uk 


Southern Medical Alliance 
will hold Maintaining 
Regulatory Compliance and 
Making Profits, 1 May, 

| | Coppid Beach Hotel, 

| Bracknell, Berkshire. 

| Aimed at medical 
decision-makers, design 
engineers and healthcare 
manufacturers, the seminar 
will offer advice on meeting 
changing medical device 
regulations while still 
making a profit. It will 

also give delegates an 
overview of compliance 
issues and an insight into 
the regulatory bodies. Two 
further seminars in June 


. Rapid installation 
i ° Full guarantee — 


ce Unsurpassed quality 
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FY for your FREE ADVICE PACK call Clare Brooks on ~ 


and September will give 
detailed guidance on 
complex issues around the 
regulation of medical 
devices. Tel: 01793 428353, 
email: southernmedical@ 
blbw.co.uk 


The Jennifer Trust for Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy (SMA) 
will hold two Family Care 
Developmental Days, 10 
May, Hammersmith 
Hospital, London and 5 
June, The Ulster Hospital, 
Belfast. The days aim to 
raise awareness of the major 
issues involved with caring 
for people with SMA, 
including respiration and 
nutrition. Contact, Tim 
Dowan, tel: 01789 267520. 


Yorkshire Disability Network 
hold their annual general 
meeting, 29 May, banqueting 
suite, Leeds United Football 
Stadium, Leeds. The AGM 
is being held alongside a 
one-day conference entitled 
Working Together, which 
will look at issues including 
direct payments and 
charging for services, 

and include workshops on 
benefits, opportunities in 
employment for people with 
disabilities and disability 
discrimination and customer 
care. Contact Don Fletcher, 
tel: 01924 326119, email: 
don@yorkshiredisabilitynet 
work.org.uk 


Communication Matters 
hold a two-and-half day 


0800 834730 5 = 


* Next day fitting available 

* Straight or curved stairs 

* Fully guaranteed 

* New or Re-conditioned 
100% made in Britain 


residential symposium on 
Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication 
(AAC), University of 
Lancaster, George Fox 
building, 15-17 September 
There will be a mixture of 
presentations, workshops 
and videos covering 
practical concerns, 
research and development 
in the world of AAC, 
employment, advocacy, and 
AAC in the home. There 
will also be a trade 
exhibition, a cybercafé 

and various social events. 
Contact the registration 
secretary, tel: 0870 606 5463 
email: admin@communi 
cationmatters.org.uk 


>} 


Pavilion Publications hold 
Learning Disability Today, 
25 September, Barbican 
Exhibition Centre, London. 
The show will feature over 
75 exhibitors from the 
learning disability world, 
plus a seminar programme 
focusing on areas including 
innovative day care, 

parent and family led 
services, and staff 
recruitment and training. 
Leading figures from the 
learning disability arts 


world will also be attending. 


For a booking form, tel: 
O1273 623222, email: 
info@pavpub.com, or 
book online at 
www.learningdisability 
today.co.uk 
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Phoenix Productions will 
hold an information day on 
direct payments for people 
with learning disabilities, 

17 May, The Victoria Hall, 
Hartley Whitney. The day 
will look at how the direct 
payment system works, 
using workshops and a short 


any other 2 year old. 


development is unclear. 


Mary Budden 


Meg, aged 2, loves the teletubbies and playing with other 
children and needs a permanent family. Born with cystic 
fibrosis & foetal alcohol syndrome although she requires 

constant medication she enjoys outings and activities like 


Meg is a happy and affectionate child who is occasionally 
stubborn. She needs an adoptive family that will be able 
to meet her emotional needs and manage her health 
requirements whilst understanding that her future 


An adoption allowance will be payable. 


To find out more about becoming the permanent 
family that Meg is looking for, please contact 


Tel: 020 8770 4477 \& 


London Borough of Sutton Adoption & Fostering Service 


play to demonstrate the 
extra options the system 
gives individuals. Free. 
Contact Password, tel: 
01252 815652. 


If you would like your event 
listed here please send details 
to the address on page 2. 


Do you know who 
Dipsy, Tinky 
Winky, La La & Po 
are? Do you have 
the time & space 
in your life to 
share with Meg? 
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Sutton 


THIS YEAR’S SPECIAL FEATURE 


“Football For All, 
Including the Next 
Generation’”’ 


EAS Y ACCESS 


ENTRY 
FREE 


PARKING 


For your FREE tickets call Disabled Living, Manchester 
Tel: 0161 214 5959 or E-mail: disabledliving@aol.com 


6th November, Reebok Stadium, Bolton, Junction 6: M6! 


For details of exhibitors, features, seminar programme, see us on 


RAILTRACK 


stay safe, play safe! 


Oger 


www.disabledliving.co.uk 


Disabled Living, registered Charity No. 224742 


Wariety Club 


The Greatest Children’s Charity in the World 
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The National Subtitling Library 
for Deaf People, which 
supplies subtitled videotapes 
for use on standard VHS 
video recorders, has launched 


Bounce Back is a site aimed 
at helping disabled people 
find work. It covers topics 
including setting goals, 
writing CVs, employer 


a website listing their stock. 
Members can choose from 
Hollywood blockbusters old 
and new, as well as a wide 
selection of TV and theatre 


research and writing 
speculative letters. It also 
gives advice on money, 
benefits and help available 


from the government’s 
Access to Work programme. classics and educational films. 
www.bounceback.org.uk www.videoword.org 
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DISABLED DRIVERS? 
MOTOR CLUB 


A partnership for the best rates & policies 


MOTOR INSURANCE & LEGAL PROTECTION 
Adapted Vehicle Specialist 
Optional RAC Cover @ £49 


TRAVEL — Best Rates for Disabled People 
WHEELCHAIR OR POWERCHAIR/SCOOTER (incl.breakdown) 
HOUSEHOLD - Buildings & Contents 
COMMERCIAL INSURANCE (incl. Home-working) 


FREEPHONE 0800 652 4652 


Gi 
General Insurance 
Visa/Mastercard/Switch/Instalments/Direct Debit 
Chartwell House 292/294 Hale Lane, Edgware, Middx, HA8 8NP 

WWW.INSUREABLE.COM 
ESTABLISHED OVER 35 YEARS 


The Flying Toolbox is a service for visually impaired people 


website: www .flyingtoolbox.com 


¢ Award 


The Champions for Change Millennium Award Scheme are 
offering awards of up to £2,000 to people wanting to establish 
community groups throughout London. Projects to be 


considered: physical and mental disability, poor health, race 
and culture discrimination, enabling individuals to further 
their own personal development as well as their community. 
Contact the Champions for Change Millennium awards team, 
tel: 020 6928 7811. 


which provides details of approved repairers of domestic 


equipment in your area. Callers can then contact repairers 


themselves and settle the bill in one payment or take out a 

repair plan which will spread the cost of the immediate repair 
and any further ones over the following 12 months. 
Recommended repairers will carry identity cards and can ring to 
advise of their arrival time in advance. Tel: 0870 600 0961, 


The Disabilities Trust has released Taking Up The Challenge, a 
video presented by actor Christopher Timothy, which highlights 
some of the challenges facing policy makers and health, 
education and care providers of services for people with 

autism. It also makes a case for improving planning and 
increasing resources across public sector provision. £15. 
Contact Lorelle Zemunik, Tel: 01444 237281, 

email: lorellez@disabilities-trust.org.uk 


DN WEBSITE UPDATE 


The DN website discussion forum has been improved. 
To make it easier and quicker to communicate with other DN 
readers, we now have 16 forums covering: 


access ¢ arts * communication * education * employment ° 
equipment/technology ¢ finance « health & disabilities « 
international topics ¢ legislation « leisure « politics social 
issues ¢ sport ¢ transport & parking ¢ other topics. 


So, why not visit and have your say! 


TALKING NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION OF THE UK 


This box contains important information 


The problem is - 


Sut you can see what follows and that gives you an immediate advantage over nearly 1.7 million 
individuals in this country for whom, to all intents and purposes, this advertisement and, indeed, 
the rest of the magazine, is as empty as the box. These are blind and partially-sighted people for 


you can't see anything in the box! 


whom the regular flow of news, taken for granted by the rest of us, is simply not there. 


However, help is at hand through the network of local Talking Newspapers and the National 
Service. Together they provide audio tape versions of approximately 1100 local papers along 


with more than 200 national publications. 
electronic format. 


The National Service also provides material in 


For more information contact: 


TNAUK, National Recording Centre, Heathfield, East Sussex TN21 8DB 
Telephone: 01435 866102 Website: www.tnauk.org.uk Email: info @ tnauk.org.uk 
Registered Charity 293656 
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¢ Publication 


The National Information 
Forum has published 

How to Make a New Life 
in the UK. The guide is 
meant for distribution via 
front-line agencies and is 
written for asylum seekers 
and refugees aged 12-25. 
It includes practical 
information on living in 
the UK, key services 
available and how to 
access them, and 
opportunities for the future. 
Tel: 020 7402 6681. 


¢ Training 


Chiltern Invadex, 
manufacturers of moving 
and handling equipment, are 
offering bespoke training 
courses for staff involved in 
moving and handling 
residents in nursing and care 
homes. The courses are 
designed for a maximum of 
eight participants and 
combine theoretical and 
practical aspects of moving 
and handling, and take 

into account the working 
environment and 

equipment available there. 
Tel: 01869 246470. 


e ID Card 
CORGI, the council for 


registered gas installers, 
has launched a new 
version of its ID card 
which is carried by all 
CORGI registered 

fitters. The card now carries 
its own unique serial 
number,customer services 
number and the 
wordCORGI in Braille to 
help blind and visually 
impaired people check that 
a workman is registered. 
CORGI customer services, 
tel: 01256 372300, website 
WWUW.COTRI-gZas.com 


ATTENTION 


DN cannot guarantee 
inclusion in a 
particular issue. Due 
to deadlines, please 
send details at the 
earliest opportunity. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


DN is available on 
tape, disk and by 


e-mail. Contact 
Talking Newspapers, 
see imprint, page 2. 
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London Disability Arts Forum Presents 


4" Disability Film Festival 


6 - 9 June 2002 
National Film Theatre 


NFT 2, Belvedere Road, South Bank, Waterloo, London SE] 8XT 
NFT Box Office 020 7928 3232 


LDAF 


London Disability Arts Forum 


DN LINAGE 


¢ Personal 
MALE, AGED 45, Sft 7", dark hair, visually 


impaired, seeks female between 35 and 


47. Interests are socialising, eg pubs and 


restaurants, ceramics and art. I live in 
East London and am willing to travel for 
a meeting. Correspondence preferably by 
tape casette or Braille. Box no: 162 


MAN, 51, KIND, considerate, generous, 
radiation therapy seeks lady with similar 
background. Box no: 163 


39 YEAR OLD gay guy seeks gay guys in 
their twenties with a mild disability for 
close companionship. Box no: 164 


MALE, TALL, GOOD looking, partially 
sighted, 48 years old looking for a 
woman, 28-48. Interests are ballroom 
dancing, cinema and theatre. I enjoy 
pubs and eating out. Carshalton, Surrey. 
Box no: 165 


e Cars/vans 


RED TOYOTA STARLET 1.3. Registered 
August ‘97, 50k miles, vgc. Complete 
with Milford Person Lift and Elap 
rotating chair on passenger side. £5,900 
ono. Tel: 01509 216264. 


RENAULT TRAFIC 1996, N reg T1100 
Versa, 39k miles, petrol, 5S seats. 
Wheelchair access, winch and ramp, 
£4,450. Tel: 01732 864091 (Kent). 


FIAT FIORINO VAN 141, P reg, fully adapt- 
ed for wheelchair users, ramped rear 
access, electric winch, rear seat. 20k 
miles. Service history available, excellent 
condition. £5,500. Tel: 01235 512249. 


FORD ESCORT M reg, with Constables car 
chair system. Only 13k miles. £4,150 
ono. Tel: 01932 240769 (Surrey). 


For more information please contact LDAF: 
e Voice 020 7691 4203 or 020 7916 5484 © Minicom 020 7691 4201 © Fax 020 7916 5396 
e Email info.dff@virgin.net ¢ website www.dail.dircon.co.uk 


Films will be subtitled, audio-described and BSL interpreters will be available. 


Wheelchair users may want to know more about physical access. 


Please contact LDAF office. 


NFT50 


Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332, 
E-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope. org.uk 


CHAIRMAN CITROEN DESPATCH 1.9TD 
1999 5 seats (3 removable), lowered floor 
ramp, lowering suspension. Carries 4 
passengers and two chairs. Warranty 
until 09/02, one owner, fsh, 18k miles, 
unmarked condition. £12,250. Tel: 0118 
983 3507 (Berks). 


CHAIRMAN FORD COURIER, N reg, fsh, 
20k miles, silver, winch. Taxed and test- 
ed, holds 5 people. £4,600 ono. Tel: 
01278 786772. 


CHAIRMAN FORD ESCORT (Gowrings). 
1992(K), 34k miles, 12 months MOT, 6 
months tax. Lowered floor, ramp. Driver 
+ wheelchair + 3 passengers. Immaculate 
condition. Regularly serviced. £3,450. 
Tel: 01788 814040 (Rugby). 


VW SHARAN 1.9TDI. Fully accessible, 
Automotive Group conversion when 
new. W reg, August 2000 with 
17 months unlimited mileage 
warranty left. Pearlescent effect 
indigo blue metallic paint. Rare 7 
seater or 6 with wheelchair. Air 
conditioned, alloy wheels, immaculate 
condition. 41 mpg, 61k miles due to 
Disability Transport Contract. Cost 
£28,000, will accept £16,900. Tel Ian: 
01482 842055 (East Yorks) or email: 
ianmcdonald@hotmail.com 


BROTHERWOOD RENAULT EXTRA 1.9 dicsel, 
red, 60k miles, fsh, N reg. Vgc, carries 
wheelchair and 2 passengers. £3,250. Tel: 
01392 461865 (Exeter, Devon). 


1996 NISSAN CARGO Vanette 2.3 D. 
N reg, 58k miles, tax and MOT til Sept. 
Brotherwood fully wheelchair adapted, 
ramp, electric winch, 4 passenger 
seats plus driver. Fsh, £5,500 ono. Tel: 
01299 871449. 


CHRYSLER VOYAGER 2.0 (SE) (97 R), 22k 
miles. One owner. Fsh. Mot Dec 2002. 
Constables conversion. Front passenger 
hoist and electric wheelchair (cost 
£30,000). Bargain, only £11,950. Tel: 
01752 515908. 


MERCEDES SPRINTER 211 CDI. Fully 
adapted to carry two wheelchairs and 
five people (7 in total). Tail-lift, dark 
tinted windows, climate controlled air 
conditioning, cd player, saloon, load and 
step lights, interior fully lined, non-slip 
vinyl flooring, medicine storage. 6 
months old, registered 2001, 6 months 
tax, 4,500 miles. £23,500. Tel: 01227 
832100. 


RENAULT ESPACE 1997 R12.2 turbo diesel, 
5 speed manual, abs, pas, 43k miles. 
Lowering rear suspension for 
exceptionally easy ground level wheelchair 
access. Electric restraints, 5 seats 
(3 removable). Fully serviced, superb 


condition, £12,950. Tel: 01442 866216. 


VW HI-TOP, auto, R reg, 1997. 
Emerald green, 24k miles, genuine 
reason for sale, PAS, fsh, one owner. 
Electric windows, removable stereo. 
Steering knob, side access, room for 1 
wheelchair, carries 5 people. Zig unit, 
mains hook up, shower, fridge, grill, 
3 berths, captain’s chair. Excellent 
condition, cost £24,000, asking 
£14,500 ono. Tel: 07956 237406. 


FORD ESCORT 1.6L, P reg 1997, ful 
MOT, fsh. 19k miles, 2 previous 
owners, Constables electric carchair and 
lift system, metallic blue, tilt mecha- 
nism, dashboard conversion. Original 
seat, 3 doors. Carries two people plus 
wheelchair. Bought 2 years ago for 
£7,450, immaculate condition, asking 
£2,900. Tel: 01472 506627. 
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FORD TRANSIT, E reg, 1998, 2 litre 
unleaded, 126k miles, auto, hand 
controls, pas, Ratcliff tail-lift, side 
windows. MOT to March 2003, fsh, 
2 owners, toilet, 2 beds, sink, many new 
parts. Seats 4 + driver, space for 
2 wheelchairs. £1,500 ono. Tel: 01424 
813823 (Hastings). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE MKII SLX 2.0, G reg 
(1989), auto, 2 tone grey, pas, electric 
59,750 
3rotherwood conversion, MOT August, 
tax November. £4,500. Tel: 01926 
778687 (Warwickshire). 


windows, sunroof. miles, 


J REG SEAT, MOT Noy, electric winch, 
41k miles, converts to normal car when 
not in wheelchair use. £1,400. Tel: 
07946 136045 or 07740 680491 
(Birmingham). 


FORD COURIER 1.8D, Aug 93. Low 


floor, rear access ramp, viewing 
panel and sunroof, Brotherwood 
conversion. Driver + wheelchair user+ 
3 passengers. Taxed and MOT for 
6 months. High mileage, fsh, £2,200. 


Tel: 01204 796291. 


1997 BROTHERWOOD CONVERTED 
Berlingo, 75k miles, vgc, air conditioned, 
electric windows, CD and full comfort 
pack. Carries one wheelchair + 3 passen- 
gers + driver. MOT expires May. £6,500 
ono. Tel: 01440 713101. 


K REG FORD Transit Camper van 
with side lift and hand controls. 
Petrol, genuine low mileage 

£4,500 will 
near offer for quick sale. Tel: 0117 
9038911 (daytime) or 0117 9606840 


(evenings). 


37k miles. accept 


Sponsored by 
po 


VW TRANSPORTER AUTOSLEEPER. 1989 F 
reg, only 37k miles. MOT Sept 2002, 1915 
cc, petrol, automatic 2+2 with elevating 
roof, cooker, fridge, sink, chemical loo, 
mains hook-up and JVC CD radio. 
Adapted to carry wheelchair, new 
telescopic ramps. Very good condition 
£7,000. Tel: 020 8858 2526 (London SE3). 


PEUGEOT 806 CONSTABLES carchair 
conversion, R reg, end July 98, 16k 
miles, air conditioning, pas, electric 
windows, central locking, dealer 
serviced, MOT till July 02, one owner, 
vgc, seats 5 plus wheelchair passenger. 
£24,000 to buy new. £10,000 ono. 
Tel: 023 80788010 (Southampton) or 


mobile: 07980 973417. 


Linage continues on pg 42 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Casserole 

7. Scoop 10. Claret 

11. Roulade 12. Pasta 13. Pastry 
14. Sweets 15. Spain 

16. Herring 19. Roast 

21. Fudge 23. Rice 

26. Convenience 29. Crepe 

30. Oven 31. Ravioli 

33. Sausages 34. Cider 35. Dish 


DOWN: 1. Corkscrew 


2. Saucepan 3. Radish 

4. Eclairs 5. Martini 6. Kenya 
8. Champagne 9. Oxtail 

17. Escalope 18. Turnover 
20. Tripe 22. Ice 24. Cognac 
25. Over 27. Chips 

28. Menu 29. Cos 32. Old 


re LULU Eyed 
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VW SHARAN R, Oct 97-.CL, 5. seats 
with wheelchair conversion and 
ramp, electric windows. Fsh, 
excellent condition, 1 owner from 
new. Only 29k miles. £11,500 ono. 
Tel: 01452 504182 (home). 


RENAULT EXTRA 1990 1.4, petrol, rear 
ramp, rear seat. MOT Aug, 52k miles, 
one previous owner. Reliable service 
history, £1,000 ono. Tel: 020 8444 8461. 


FORD FOCUS 1.6, 3 drive, auto with 
Constables carchair, W reg, 5,300 miles, 
14 months free servicing. One owner, air 
conditioning. Cost £19,000. £12,500. Tel: 
020 8337 0813. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 1.8SGL, E reg, silver, 86k 
miles. Pas, fsh, MOT April 03. Carchair 
passenger/integral hoist system. £2,500. 
Tel: 01225 319685 (Bath). 


CHAIRMAN FORD ESCORT (Gowrings) 
1991 (J reg), 56k miles, lowered floor 
ramp, regularly serviced and garaged at 
night. £2,900. Tel: 01462 634522 


(Letchworth). 


PROTON PERSONA 1.6 Xli, converted for 
clutchless or manual operation. M reg 
(1995), 34k miles, air-conditioning, 
radio/cassette, MOT until Feb 2003, full 
service history, one owner, vgc, £2,000. 
Tel: 01566 774265 (West Country). 


RENAULT TRAFIC, L reg, 5 seats+ 1 
wheelchair, hydraulic tail-lift, 1 owner, 
86k miles. MOT until Dec. Reliable, fsh, 
£3,500 ono. Tel: 0116 2884525. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA VAN, L reg, 44k miles, 
Universal Mobility adaption, MOT, tax, 
rear ramp, electric winch, full service, 2 
owners. £2,000. Tel: 020 8806 8249. 


FIAT FIORINO VAN 1.7D, 1997, Constables 
conversion, 4 seats plus wheelchair, rear 
access, winch, tax and MOT. Service his- 
tory, 40k miles, 1 owner, vgc. £4,500 
ono. Tel: 020 8551 3692 (Ilford). 


MOTORHOME AUTOCRUISE 2000 1.9TD, 
2k miles, autoclutch, hand controls, rear- 
lift, DVD/Global positioning system, 
awning. Set up for the independent 
wheelchair traveller. £33,000. Tel: 01684 


572366. 


NISSA PRAIRIE 2.0SLX, H reg, 97k miles, 


Brotherwood conversion, ramped wheel- 


chair access. 2 rear seats, pas, electric 
front windows, fsh, MOT until 
September 2002. £3,500. Tel: 01334 
657021 (Fife). 


BATRICAR COUNTRYMAN MOBILITY 
scooter. Good for on/off road. Fully 
equipped. Very low mileage. Cost new 
£3,800, will accept £1,000. Trailer 
included if required. Tel: 020 8673 4193. 


REA COMFORT ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Fully adjustable seat, leg, arm and back 
rests. Upholstered in blue cloth. Excellent 
condition. Very little used. £1,100 ono. 
Tel: 01392 382116 (day) or 01392 811285 
(evenings/weekend). 


5 STANDARD BED and 3 wheelchair Roho 
mattresses. Various prices. Tel: 020 8942 
4674 or 0776 5054309. 


ELAP ROTATING SEAT fits Vauxhall Agila. 
Unused, papers available. Cost £655, 
£300 ono. Tel: 01200 424240. 


C.T.M. 4 WHEEL scooter. Hardly used, 
immaculate condition £1,000 ono. Tel: 
020 8524 8834 (London E4). 


TGA UNIT, COMPLETE with charger and 
carry case. Excellent condition, £200 
ono. Tel: 01494 522085 


ENIGMA POWER CHAIR, just over 12 
months old, collapses for ease of trans- 
port. Charger included, 15 mile range per 
charge. £800 ono. For details contact: 
beckyjubb@aol.com Tel: 07768 025924. 
For messages only, tel: 01226 771101. 


SHOPRIDER POWERED SCOOTER, hardly 
used as a result of second powered wheel- 
chair: excellent condition. Cost £2,400, 
accept £1,200 ono. Tel: 020 8801 6858. 


TRIKE, A TERRIER, | year old, used once, 
consists of user’s manual, pump, foot 
sandals and trunk support for waist. 
Excellent condition, age range 4 to 8 
years old. Cost £789, will accept £220. 
Tel: 020 8986 S014. 


INVACARE TWISTER POWER wheelchair. 
Two years old. Currently rear wheel 
drive, but can be converted to front 
drive. Tilt-in space. Elevating seat. 
Reclining back and elevating leg rests. 
Standard joystick, but also Speciality 
Remote Controls allowing control with a 
head switch if required. £2,900. Tel: 0114 
2308464. 


JAZZY POWER CHAIR 1103, £800 ono. 
Very good condition. Tel: 01494 728599 


CHURCHILL MINI SCOOTER, only 6 months 
old, very good condition. £1,100 ono. 
Tel: 020 8672 2732. 


LUXURY FREEHOLD FIRST floor 
retirement apartment in Central 
Wilmslow, Cheshire. Wheelchair 
access and emergency pulls through- 
out. 2 fitted double beds each with 
en-suite baths (one is wheel-in 
shower room), study, lounge with 
dining area, Nef fitted kitchen. Very 
sheltered secure Bovis development 
for independent living with atrium 
gardens, parking, lifts, security gates, 
resident restaurant, lounge, guest 
suite, 24 hours services. Qualifying 
age: one partner 70 or over. £225,000 
plus monthly service charge. Tel: 
eae 730053 or 07885 578998. 


TAYLOR THERAPY LARGE, Supro board 
stander. Cost £1,100, accept £300. Tel: 
01709 540085. 


COTSWOLD COTBED FOR disabled child, 
full size. Cost £1,000, accept £250 ono. 
Tel: 01525 635027 (Bedfordshire). 


SUITCASE RAMP 36" long metal £150. 
Fibreglass ramp 12" £30. Bath Swivel 
chair £80. Seat riser £30. Tel: 01926 
778687. 


PARTIALLY ADAPTED LARGE 3 bed h/a 
ground floor flat, own garden, private 
entrance and carport on edge of Watford. 
Wanted:- adapted/adaptable 3 bed bun- 
galow/house h/a/council in St Albans or 
surrounding area. Tel: 01923 673150. 


MY NAME IS Andrew McLay. Iam a 
wheelchair-using actor. I am planning to 
do a play about a wheelchair racer. In the 
course of putting the play together, 
! would like to speak to as many wheel- 
chair racers as possible. If you are inter- 
ested in talking to me, please contact me 
to arrange a meeting on: 07887 771069. 


AUTOMATIC WHEELCHAIR-ACCESSIBLE van 
with lift. Automatic doors advantageous. 
Budget £15,000. Scotland/Northern 
England. Tel: 01389 756127. 


LINAGE ADVERTS 


Due to lack of space in this issue, 
there is no linage form. To place a 
linage advert, please use the form 
in the April issue. Alternatively, 
contact Patrick Durham-Matthews: 
Tel: 020 7619 7320, E-mail: 


patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


Do you want to play a major part 
in the future of the Arts in England? 


Regional Council Members 


The new national arts funding and development body, incorporating the 
Arts Council of England and the Regional Arts Boards wishes to appoint a 
Regional Arts Council for each of the nine regions of England - Northern, 
North West, Yorkshire, West Midlands, East Midlands, East England, 
South West, London, Southern and South East. The Chair of the Regional 
Council will be appointed by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport. Applications and nominations for the other 14 places (19 in 
the case of Southern and South East) are now invited. 


The new body will provide co-ordination, overview and leadership in the 
arts, and will distribute over £500 million of public money and lottery 
grants by 2003/04. There will be substantial decision-making powers 


located at regional level. 


Those appointed as Regional Council members will have a broad 
overview of the full range of the Regional Council's responsibilities; 
knowledge and understanding of the arts and the region; the ability to 
command respect within the arts constituency and amongst key regional 
stakeholders; the ability and willingness to act as an advocate for the arts; 
the ability to think imaginatively and strategically; and the time and 
energy to devote to the role (estimated up to 12 days per year). 


Members of Regional Councils are expected to live or work in the region 
and will serve on a voluntary basis, though reasonable expenses will be paid. 


Closing date: Friday, 17 May 2002. 


If you would like to receive an information pack, please 
contact Human Resources, Arts Council of England, 

14 Great Peter Street, London SW1P 3NQ. Your information 
will then be passed to the appropriate region from where 
an application pack will be sent out to you. 


Tel: 020 7973 5193 (24 hour answerphone). 
Minicom system: 020 7973 5154. Email: 


recruitment@artscouncil.org.uk 


Please quote ref: RCM/2002 stating for which Regional 


Council you wish to apply. 


It is the policy of the new national organisation to promote and integrate 
equality of opportunity into all aspects of its business, including 
appointments to Regional Councils. We wish to ensure that Regional 
Councils reflect the diversity of the communities in which they serve. We 
welcome applications from groups currently under-represented including 


women, Black, Asian and Chinese and other ethnic 
minority groups, and disabled people. 
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BOROUGH COUNCIL 


RUSHMOOR 


Planning Services 


Access Officer 


Salary grade G5 £22,341 - £28,422 


Pay award pending 


As a local authority, Rushmoor Borough Council is committed to 
promoting a convenient and accessible environment for the whole 
community, particularly for people with disabilities. 


To enable us to develop appropriate strategies to meet this aim, a full-time 


vacancy has arisen for an Access Officer. 


Based in the Council’s Building Control team, this is a key role with a 
broad-ranging brief which includes strategy and policy development, 
developing links with the local community, good practice, design guidance 
for new buildings, facilitating the employment of people with disabilities, 
co-ordination of other relevant services, advising on matters relating to 
Part M of the Building Regulations and actively promoting access issues. 


As the successful candidate, you will already have considerable experience 
in a hands-on access role. Previous experience of policy and strategy 
development is vital, as is a proven ability to promote a greater 
understanding of access issues within the community. You will also possess 
excellent communication and presentation skills. 


For an informal discussion regarding this post please contact 


Geoff Saker - Chief Building Control Officer on 01252 398720. 


Completed applications to be returned by |7th May 2002. 


Application form and further details are available from Personnel 
Services, Rushmoor Borough Council, Council Offices, 
Farnborough Road, Farnborough, Hampshire Ais 

GUI4 7JU. Telephone (01252) 398099 oy 


(24-hour answering service). 


Minicom users only can call (01252) 371233. 


Great self-catering in 
South West Wales 


SWn-y-Gwynt Cottage 
Sleeps 4, fabulous views, 


flawless luxury. TV, linen, 
power all included. 


Tel: 01267 237261 


E-mail: antony.griew@virgin.net 
Accessibility Grade 1 
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SAB INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


PUXURY CHileT 


IN POOLE, DORSET 


Beautiful views. Disabled frigndly. 
Ring Jill for Brochure 
Tel: 01525 379549 after 6pm. 
Mobile: O7811 067654 (day) 
beso garly to avoid evita 


The Count Us In Project In 
Partnership with The Greater 
London Action On Disability 
— People First — The British 
Council of Disabled People. 


The Count Us In Project is holding 
another regional meeting on 23rd May 
2002. The venue is The Eighty9 
Conference Suite, 89 Albert 
Embankment, LONDON, SEI 7TP. 


The theme of 


this meeting 
g 


will be around 


Relationships 


and Sexuality for ALL disabled people. 


If you are interested and would like to 
come along, please contact Vicki at 
The British Council of Disabled 
People on Telephone number: 01332 


295551 — minicom: 01332 295581. 


¢ Holidays (cont. see pg 43) 


NAISH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 
Clifftop park with “excellent” status. New 
Milton, Hampshire. Excellent site facilities 
within 100 yards, with indoor/outdoor 
pools, restaurant, bar, take-away. Fully 
equipped, two bedroom fully wheelchair 
accessible, log cabin accommodation. Sleeps 
6. Well furnished. Free club membership. 


GRANGE COURT HOLIDAY 
VILLAGE: Park with “good” status, 
Goodrington Sands, Devon. Excellent 
site facilities within short walk, with 
indoor/outdoor pools, restaurant, bar, 
take-away. Fully equipped, 2 bedroom, 
fully wheelchair accessible mobile home. 
Sleeps 4-6, well appointed. Free club 
membership. (Purchased with funds from 
the National Lottery). 


Details: Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055 
Bournemouth Spina Bifida Association. 
Registered Charity No. 261914. 


10 MINUTES FROM DISNEYLAND 
Florida villa owned by paraplegic. 
Sleeps up to 12. fully accessible and 
large. King size bed with ensuite 
bathroom, we and wheel-in shower. 
Large pool with water operated seat for 
a disabled person. A holiday you can 
take with confidence. Contact John 
Gillett on: 01179 698770. 


Take a break at Jay’s Barn 
Jay's Barn (sleeps 4) has been specifically designed 
& rebuilt for disabled people. Beautifully situated in 
its own grounds/garden. Easy access to Alton 
Towers, Peak District, The Potteries, or enjoy a visit 
to one of the level routes in the locality. Open all year. 
£150 off peak £230 peak per week. Also short-term 
lets. 1 double bedroom, single wheelchair users 
welcome. Payphone, no smoking, no pets (guide 
dogs accepted), linen included. 

ETB 3* Category 2 National Access Scheme. 


Ring Christine Babb on 01889 507444. 
Jay's Barn, Bradley in the Moors, near Alton, 
Staffordshire Moorlands ST10 4DF. 

email: jaysbarn@lineone.net 


NORTH DEVON CONVERTED BARN 
A completely accessible barn conversion 
known as “Two Moors View’ has 
wonderful views over N.Devon 
countryside. +4 bedrooms, one king 
size with ensuite wheel-in shower 
and we. Large open plan kitchen 
and living area with all you will 
need for a comfortable break. 
Contact John Gillett on: 01179 698770. 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 
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¢ Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


Near Salisbury - newly converted stable block 
self-catering units. Ground floor 1 double/twin 
bedroom en-suite wheel-in shower. Upstairs 
1 double, 1 single, shower room. Open plan kitchen 
& living room. Patio & shared garden. ETB category 
2, 4-star highly commended. Non-smoking. Prices 
from £195 pw. Available all year. Tel: 01722 349002, 
e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, www.old-stables.co.uk 


Social 


SERVICES Development 
Manager 


| FREEDOM OF THE GLEN HOTELS 


Choose from 3 hotels in spectacular 
lochside settings near Fort William. 


Programme Making Trainees 


Enjoy he freedom tomaleet the-horal (Direct Payments) Chelmsford 
which sets the right atmosphere for your 
Bisak. A choice of 10 rooms with deena £23,451 - £24,750 p.a. London, Glasgow, Belfast and Cardiff c£15,000 (c £17,800 for London) 


facilities, around the loch. it’ 
Bea sciveakicnea heat geneouk The chance to enhance, even change a system so that it's 


Tel: 01855 8215821, Fax: 01855 821463 of more benefit to more people is something you don’t get 


www.freedomglen.co.uk given every day. Because Essex runs one of the leading 


Direct Payments schemes in the country, paying out £3.5 
million a year, that’s exactly what we can offer you. 


Be the best...be a BBC Trainee 


BBC Trainee Schemes... 

..Offer an unrivalled package of broadcast skills training, personal development 
and hands on production experience alongside leading lights in the industry. The 
essence of our business is connecting with our diverse audiences to offer them 
the very best in broadcast content. Opportunities exist to meet the demands of 
our current services and the challenges of the digital age. 


Newlands Country House, Suffolk 
Purpose built grade 1 wheelchair accessible 
suites, 4 diamonds. All rooms en-suite, tv. 

Ample carparking, large garden. For details tel: 

01502 722164. www.newlands@southwold.com 

email: newlandssouthwold@lycos.co.uk 


The Direct Payment Scheme allows service users to 
purchase and control their own care packages, but we'll 
need you to continually monitor and review the system to 
ensure it's in line with current policy, representing Essex 
both regionally and nationally. It will mean working with 
all parts of Social Services, trusts and health and housing 
schemes to develop direct payments; it will also involve 
acting as the point of contact for people with complaints 
or other issues. 


Build on your creative ideas, drive, passion... 
«and commitment to serving audiences through programme making. Undergo 
training to excel as a programme maker in today's complex broadcasting arena. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


You must be able to demonstrate creative thinking... 
..and possess interpersonal skills along with knowledge and passion for the 
broadcast industry. Be prepared for a rigorous and challenging selection process. 


It's highly likely that you're professionally qualified, or 
working in a disabled person's organisation where you've 
gained expert knowledge of policy debate, and become 


Applications are invited in the areas of TV, Radio, Online and New Media. 
Ref. 54493/DI 


| ROYAL DEESIDE SCOTLAND adept at influencing people at all levels. Natu rally, you'll For specific information on the BBC's Radio and Music Production Trainee Scheme 
NEW for 2002. 4 superb self catering cottages share our desire to keep the scheme one of the most visit: www.bbc.co.uk/radio/ and check out your preferred radio network site. 
located on the banks of the river next to eciveneth : oplicationstalbereccivediby 10lM 
Balmoral. Designed and equipped to the highest etrective in the country - because you're someone who is PP L Y ay, 
standard with state of the art facilities for people committed to improving disabled people's lives within the 
with disabilities, their families and friends. Please Socialmodelror disability 
contact: CRATHIE OPPORTUNITY HOLIDAYS : 4 
Tel: 013397 42002 for more details 5 Speen , BBC News Sponsorship Scheme 2002 
or email: info@crathieholidays.org.uk We especially welcome applications from suitably 
www.crathieholidays.org.uk qualified or experienced disabled people. London, Glasgow, Belfast and Cardiff 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


For an informal discussion, please contact Mike Hay on 
01206 714600. 


BBC News... 

lS the largest news organisation in the world. Our programmes are broadcast 
world wide informing people about what is happening around the globe. We are 
the UK's leading broadcaster of local and national news in Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales offering unrivalled coverage of the news where you live. 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and wine, 
this is the place for you. Book now for 2002. 

Call or fax Ed Passant on 0208 885 4971 or e-mail: 
ed.passant@mail.com web: www.accessholidays.com 


Essex benefits: Join us and you'll enjoy a range of 
benefits including interest free season ticket loan, flexible 
working, paid development opportunities and relocation. 


Sponsorship means... 

..the provision of funds to cover the cost of an accredited post graduate diploma 
in broadcast journalism and financial support for the year. The best journalism 
training and five weeks’ paid work experience in one of the national BBC News 
Centres. An experienced journalist as a mentor to guide you at the start of your 
career in journalism. 


For an application pack, please contact the Essex County 
Council Recruitment line on 01325 745155 or e-mail 
essexcc.jobs @capita.co.uk. Minicom number: 01325 745793. 


Please quote ref: S1/PD175KG. 
Closing date: 10 May 2002. 


CUMBRIA Idyllic & peaceful beauty spot. The 
Tranquil Otter Lakeshore Lodges 5 cosy lodges 
(1 accessible), 2 luxury lodges (both accessible) 
with accessible sauna, whirlpool bath, log burner 
etc. Lakeside paths, lake (via wheely boat) and 
shop all accessible. Resident Otters. Own rowing 
boat. 01228 576661. www.the-tranquil-otter.co.uk 


Budding journalists... 

..with a proven passion for news and current affairs, and the curiosity to follow 
news stories as they develop. Excellent writing skills, ideas, and the ability to tell a 
story are essential. An inquiring mind, determination and good communications 
skills. Be the best... be a sponsored BBC Trainee. Ref. 54801/DI 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 499220. 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 

central for beaches and tourist attractions. 
Indoor heated swimming pool. 
More details and prices, contact: 

Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


a= 
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www.essexcc.gov.uk Achieving quality - , : 
through equality | ESSex County Council 


Applications to be received by 17 May. 


For more details and to apply, visit www.bbc.co.uk/jobs/ or telephone 
(quote appropriate reference): 0870 333 1330. Textphone: 020 7765 1192. 


¢ For Sale (cont. see pg 44) 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


Mercedes Vito 108Cdi, '01, 6K miles, Orchid Green WAV, lowered floor rear entrance with ramp, 3 rear passenger seats, 
Unwin Solo wheelchair & passenger restraints Cost New £18,985 Sell £17,985 
WW Caravelle 2.4D, '96 N, red. Lowering suspension, tip up forward facing rear seats, lowered rear access. £9,975 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9TD '95 M, Green, WAV Conversion, 4 Pass Driver & Wheel Chair. * £8,975 
Fiat Ulysse 2.0EL, R reg, 50k miles. Lowered floor with ramp. Driver 3 Pass + Wheelchair, PAS, twin sunroofs, 
climate control & electric windows. £10,995 
Skoda Cube 1.9D, WAV, '98 R, 42k miles, full lowered floor conversion. £6,975 
Renault Kangoo 1.2P WAV, '99 T, 12K miles, full lowered floor conversion. £8,495 
Renault Trafic Prima 1.7P, WAV, '93 L, 41k miles, 1 wheelchair + Driver & 4 Pass. Widnes conversion. £3,795 
Fiat Fiorino 1.7D ‘94 L. White WAV. £3,750 
New or ex-demo Renault Kangoo WAVs - call for prices and spec’. 


a heart for disabled travellers! 
Spacious, luxury, adapted bungalow 
situated on golf course. Three double 

bedrooms, two bathrooms (Manger 
bathlift installed). Cable TV, Telephone. 
Free Country Club membership. | 

24 hour on call Management 

Company. 15 mins Orlando Airport. 
20 mins Disney. Paraplegic owner. 
Sue Fisher, 5 Park Lane, 
Broughton Park, Salford M7 4HT. 
Tel/Fax: 0161 792 3029. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 


2001 Y Kangoo 1.4i Chairman, Auto, Authentique £12,500 
2000 X Ford Courier TD, Universal Mobility, 6,500 miles £10,500 
1999 V VW Cruiser, Auto diesel, 12,500 miles, tail lift E13,/50 
1999 V Renault Master Versa D, 15,000 miles, tail lift £13,750 
1999 V Kangoo Chairman, 6,500 miles, P.A.S. £9,500 
1999 T Kangoo 1.9D, Poyntings, 10,000 miles. P.A.S. £9,500 
1999 T Toyota Hiace Cruiser, 38,000 miles, ramp £9,250 
1999 T Renault Trafic Versa 1.9D, 12,000 miles £9,500 
1999 T VW TDi Universal, 9,000 miles, lowering suspension £11,750 
1999 T Brotherwood Sharan, hi-roof, 32,000 miles £19,250 
1998 S Ford Courier Universal, 32,000 miles, winch £8,495 
1998 R Mercedes Vito Chairman, 113 Auto, 40,000 miles £12,500 
1996 P Trafic LWB, hi-top, day camper, tail lift, 19,000 miles £9,500 
1996 P Vauxhall Combo Chairman £6,495 
1996 P Escort Chairman, 32,000 miles £6,995 
1996 N Transit, Semi Hi Roof. Tail lift, 24,000 miles £8,750 
1996 N Transit Diesel, Semi Hi Roof. Tail lift, 15,000 miles £9,250 
Kangoo & Berlingo models Choice of 7 
Expert — Scudo — Dispatch models Choice of 4 
Trafic & Vanette Cango models Choice of 7 


Wheelchair Accessible Motorhome, 2/3 Berth designed from new for disabled person use. 
Base vehicle Mercedes 312D Auto '98 R. Remote Control rear doors & Ricon lift. Electric 6 way drivers seat. 
Plus host of other adaptions. Cost New £45,000. Please call for full specification & price. 
All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 

95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 

Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711, 

e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 

website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


Willow Cottage — The Black Isle, 5 mins drive Inverness. 


Beautifully equipped, Tourist Board 3 stars with 
Disability Award 2, 


1 double, 1 twin, both ensuite. Situated on a working croft amid 

lovely scenery with wildlife park close by. Moray Firth dolphins, 

kites, buzzards, deer etc, and our Nessie! Inverness offers good 
food, cinema, theatre etc. 


Brochure/details, tel: 01463 731455, website: 
www. culbincrofthouse.co.uk, e-mail: info@culbincrofthouse.co.uk 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, 
bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire 
with hand controls, adapted 
vans and plenty to see and do. 
Contact: David Player 

Tel: 00 351 289 393636 

Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 


www.player.pt 


¢ Can't be beaten, Won't be beaten 


e©4,6and 8 mph, long range 


¢ Rent or buy from £7.00 per week 


¢ New and recon from £699.00 


ADs Z x ® Powerchair specialists 


ea Oe, ice! 
Ve Guarantee td beat any new scooter price! 


Free Phone 0800 970 7954 


*subject to terms and conditions 


BEST VIEWS IN DORSET — Award winning cottages on A selection of 40 WAVs from £2,750 fully serviced with warranty. Demo and delivery 
ee eae anywhere in UK mainland free. Part exchange and vehicles sought for purchase. 


welcome. Accessible swimming. Tennis Court. Games 
CLARKE MOBILITY 01634 243596 


Bam. Some aids available. Mrs Sue Smart, Hartgrove 
Farm, Hartgrove, Shaftesbury, Dorset. SP7 OJY. 


Tess 1VA7 B1N920, etc 01747 811006, ema: cotagas DEADLINES June 2002 classified deadlines: Booking: 10th May. Copy: 14th May. SNODLAND, KENT www.gfclarke.com 
hartgrovefarm.co.uk, web: www. hartgrovefarm.co.uk —<—<—<—<——————————————————————— Oc 
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© For Sale (cont'd) 


“We care 
for your 
care” 


GRAVESHAM 
MOBILITY 


38-40 Perry Street 
North Fleet 
Kent DA11 8RE 
Tel: 01474 564897 


Electric 
Reclining 
Chairs 


Mobility 
Scooters 


Stairs Lifts SALES 


SERVICE 
HIRE 


Invalid 
| Accessories 


Batteries 


Electric 
Wheelchairs 


Ae 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


gue? Extra Strong Playpens. 

WN ro Extra Large Stairgates. 
we Fitted Padded Play Areas. 
High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


QUALITY WAVs & MPVs 


40in stock. Phone for details. | 
Hoyle Bros 01422 202009 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


Handidate 


Introduction Agency 


call now in For disabled and 
free buochur able-bodied people 
Established 1987 
Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 
E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 


Website: www.handidate.com 


Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 
A member of ABIA 


Alone? Why? You needn’t be! 
Any adult, any age, anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 5HL_ 
Tel/Fax: Int’ 00+44+ or UK (0)1606 49093 | 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


WEST OF ENGLAND COALITION OF DISABLED PEOPLE 


require a 


Disabled Person for the post 


NORTH SOMERSET DISABILITY EQUALITY 
& DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


Apt & C pt 29-31 £19,770 - £21,078 


35 hours per week 30 days annual leave 
pension scheme 


WECODP is a well-established community development campaigning 
organisation wholly managed and staffed by Disabled people working to 
challenge discrimination against Disabled people wherever it arises and to 
support Disabled people to represent themselves. 


This post has been commissioned from WECODP by North Somerset Health 
and Social Services. The postholder will work to enable and support 
Disabled people and their organisations in North Somerset to express their 
views and opinions about the issues effecting them in health and social 
care, promote Disability Equality and advise Health & Social Services on 
developing and implementing good practice in public consultation and 
participation. . 


We are committed toward Equal Opportunities and we particularly welcome 
applications from Disabled people who experience simultaneous oppression. 


To request an application pack phone Berni on 0117 942 0721 at: 
The Yard, 6 Sommerville Road, Bishopston, BRISTOL BS7 9AA or e-mail 
us at: wecodp@talk21.com 


Closing date for applications: Friday 31st May 2002 
Working Together For Our Right To Equality 


e Courses (cont. see pg 46) 


Postgraduate Diploma and 
MSc in Disability Studies 


examine the subject from a social, cultural and 
political perspective 


Study full or part-time 
* Small friendly campus set in glorious Hampshire 
countryside 

One hour from London Waterloo 


Programme leader: Dr Sally French, renowned 
researcher and author 


For further details please contact: 
Naik Whittall (01962) 827235 
n.whittall@wkac.ac.uk 


www.kingalfreds.ac.uk 


disabilitystudiesekingalfred’s 


, University of Leeds 


s 


Department of Sociology and Social Policy 


Diploma/MA in Disability Studies 


This unique and hugely popular programme of study gives students the opportunity 
to work for either a Post Graduate Diploma in Disability Studies or the Degree of 
Master of Arts (MA) in Disability Studies. The Scheme covers both the theoretical 
and practical issues relevant to disablement and the disability experience. It is 
designed for people working in or planning a career in the general area of 
disability related services. 


Candidates will normally have a first degree or equivalent professional qualification, 
but relevant experience will be taken into account where appropriate. This course is 
taught in an accessible location and the University welcomes disabled students. 


THIS POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA/MA IN DISABILITY STUDIES 
PROGRAMME IS ALSO AVAILABLE AS AN OPEN DISTANCE 
LEARNING PACKAGE. 


For further details please contact MARIE ROSS or DEBBIE WESTMORELAND in the 
Department of Sociology and Social Policy at the University of Leeds, LS2 9JT. 


Tel: (0113) 3434407 or (0113) 3434408. Minicom: (0113) 3434418. 


COURSES — To advertise your vacancies or courses please contact Richard, 
tel: 020 7619 7336, or Patrick, tel: 020 7619 7320, or contact them both on 


fax: 020 7619 7331, minicom: 020 7619 7332. They can go on the web as well! 


Greater London Action on Disability (GLAD) is 
a dynamic pan London organisation. We are 
looking for new people to join our team helping 
GLAD deliver a wide range of services to 
disabled Londoners. All candidates must display a 
clear commitment to Equal Opportunities. All 
posts are for full time positions 


Greater London 
Action on Disability 


Post 1 Black and Ethnic minority development worker Salary 
£20,469 - £23,721] P.A inclusive of ILW 


We are looking for a disabled person from the Black and Ethnic 
minority community who has experience of the mental health system 
or is & user survivor. They would be responsible for developing and 
supporting Black and Ethnic minority user/survivors, in particular to 
support their development as user led organisations. 


Post 2 Membership Services Officer Salary £24,345 — £25,617 
P.A inclusive of ILW 

We are looking for a disabled person to be a Membership Services 
Officer who has a good understanding of Disability Issues. You should 
have the ability to work with a wide range of agencies and 
have a commitment to delivering high quality and inclusive services. 
You will be advising and supporting member groups on a wide range 
of issues. 


Post 3 Senior Admin Salary £20,469 to £21,660 P.A inclusive of ILW 


You will need experience of managing a small office with good IT 
skills and experience of staff management. The ability to produce 
clear reports, letters and minutes and the ability to prioritise your own 
work. You should also be able to produce a Bi-monthly disabled 
women's magazine. 


Closing date for all posts is 21st May 2002 


For an application pack in various formats, please contact: 


Janet Nixon At GLAD 
Tel: 020 7346 5800 * Fax: 020 7346 8844 « Minicom: 020 7326 4554 
Email: j.Nixon@glad.org.uk 


iP THE TAVISTOCK AND PORTMAN NHS TRUST 
TRAINING PROGRAMMES 2002 - 2003 

PGCert in Psychotherapeutic Approaches to working 

with People with Learning Disabilities (Ref: D5) 


The course is for professionals working with children, adolescents and adults 

with learning disabilities in health, education or social services. 

This course will help you to: 

¢ Further your understanding of psychodynamic theory as applied to 
people with learning disabilities 

¢ Develop your skills in working with multi-disciplinary staff groups. 

¢ Enhance your clinical skills through lively discussion of case material and 
facilitate the linking of theory with practice. 


Work Discussion Group for Professionals working 
in Autism (Ref: D16) 


The course is for professionals working with children and adolescents with 
autism, Asperger’s syndrome and autistic spectrum disorders and/or their 
families. It is suitable for professionals in health, education, social services 
and the voluntary sector. 


This course will help you to: 


Enhance your clinical skills through lively discussion of case material 
and facilitate the linking of theory with practice. 

Focus on thinking about the emotional experience of children and 
adolescents with autism and autistic features and the impact on their families. 


For further information and an application form please contact: 
Orli Gorenski, Academic Services, The Tavistock and Portman NHS Trust, 
120 Belsize Lane, London, NW3 5BA 
Tel: 020 7447 3769 Fax: 020 7447 3837 
Email: ogorenski @tavi-port.nhs.uk 


A copy of the academic prospectus 2002-2003 
is available on request or visit www.tavi-port.org 


DDA TRAINING HRab 


Is your organisation ready for 2004? 

Book a Phab Training Package now ees 
in employment/access to services & premises. 
Contact Phab Training Services on 01254 823759. 
Training Manager Carole Hamer 
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Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


Tower Hamlets is a distinctive unique London Borough that is home to a diverse vibrant, multicultural community. 


As part of an exciting regeneration programme, we aim to improve the quality of life for all who live and work in 
the area. It’s also an ideal opportunity to further your career. 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


SENIOR PRACTITIONERS 


£28,119 - £30,363 


Due to recent successful growth bids, the re-structuring of the Physical Disabilities Group and the allocation of further Partnership funding, the 
following posts are required: 


Post 1: Permanent (Reference: SS/SPSDT) 


Post 2: Temporary Contract (Initially for 1 year with extension subject to funding) (Reference: SS/SPDPOT) 
Post 3: Temporary Contract (6 months) (Reference: $S/SPPDT) 


Post 1: Senior Practitioner, Dual Sensory Loss, Sensory Disabilities Team Ref: SS/SPSDT 
Based at the Disabilities Resource Centre, Southern Grove, (near Mile End Station). This is a new Post created in response to the need to identify, 
and provide robust Care Management services to, people with dual sensory loss within the Borough. 


You will assist the Sensory Disabilities Team Manager in managing and supervising Care Managers, Rehab Workers, and Assessment and Review 
Officers in the Team and develop services in partnership with colleagues in Social Services, Health and other relevant disciplines. 


Post 2: Senior Practitioner, Disability Options Team Ref: SS/SPDOT 

You will be seconded from the LBTH, Social Services, Physical Disabilities Team to the Tower Hamlets Healthcare Trust (THHT), Disability Options 
Team (DOT) at Mile End Hospital, a rehab and recuperation focused multi-disciplinary Team of Occupational Therapists, Physiotherapists, Speech 
and Language Therapists, Psychologists, and a Counselling Service. 

You will be responsible for supporting one other Social Services Care Management secondee, will be a member of the Senior Management 


Group of DOT and will hold a caseload, operating to medium and long term goals for users and participate in screening, assessments, and reviews 
as appropriate. 


Post 3: Senior Practitioner, Physical Disabilities Team Ref: SS/SPPDT 
Based initially at 2-22 Lowell Street, near Limehouse DLR, and from August at The Disabilities Resource Centre, near Mile End Station, You will assist 
the Team Manager in supporting 9 Care Managers, and will manage the Fast Response Duty System, while holding a small 
caseload of more complex cases. 
Application Packs are available from our 24 hours Recruitment Line 020 7364 4488. 
Our Minicom Number is 020 7364 4489. Please quote the post reference number above when 
requesting your application form. Completed forms must be returned by 10th May 2002. 


We shall ensure fairness and equal opportunities throughout our workforce and in service delivery. 
We welcome applications from suitably skilled candidates regardless of ethnicity, gender, disability, sexuality, religion or age. 


A workforce to reflect the community 
committed to positive action 


www.towerhamlets.gov.uk 


ZF 


TOWER HAMLETS 


Horsham District Council delivers services which affect 
every person living, working and enjoying 205 square 


Since April 2001, the Learning and Skills Council has been 
responsible for the planning and funding of all post-16 
education and training (except for university provision) in 
England. The LSC consists of a national office based in 
Coventry and 47 local offices. It has an annual budget of £7 
billion and works with organisations ranging from FE colleges 
and private training providers to LEAs and employers. 


The Forum on Learning Difficulty and/or Disability 


Chair to the Forum 


How will we confront issues emerging from new legislation? What can 
be done to ensure quality of provision across the country? Where will 
we find examples of best practice, and how will we disseminate them? 


Those are the kind of questions that the Forum advises our Chief 
Executive on through the Equality and Diversity Strategy Group. And 
we're looking for someone with experience of high level committees to 
chair the Forum. You will have experience of FE and an understanding 
of work based learning and adult community education. With your own 
knowledge of learning difficulty and/or disability you bring a high profile 
to the Councils work in this area. 


It's important that you’re comfortable working in partnership with 
other organisations in the private, public, and voluntary sectors. You 
combine well-developed organisational and communication skills with 
an analytical mind and the ability to think strategically. This richly 
rewarding role will allow you to make full use of your personal qualities 
and professional experience. 


The Forum normally meets three times a year, and members are unpaid 
- you will of course receive expenses for your time and input. 

Ref: NOLP 000 N 
For an application pack, please contact Alexandra Doyle, Programme 
Administrator on 02476 703375 or Alexandra.doyle@Isc.gov.uk 
Information about the Learning and Skills Council is available on the 
Council website at: www.|sc.gov.uk 


Please return the completed application form to: 


Learning and Skills Council, F.A.O. Alexandra Doyle, Programme 
Assistant, Inclusive Learning Team, 101 Lockhurst Lane, Foleshill, 
Coventry CV6 5SF. 


Or return an electronic version to Alexandra.doyle@Isc.gov.uk 


The closing date for completed application forms is 31 May 2002 and 
the closing time for electronic versions of completed application forms 
is 17.00 hours on the same date. 


The Leaming and Skills Council is 
working to become an equal 
opportunities employer. 


Learning+Skills Council 


miles of the Horsham District. 


This includes some of the most delightful rural areas in the 
countryside of the South of England. 


If you want a worthwhile job in one of the most 
beautiful parts of the UK, check out our latest job and 
Career opportunities. 


If you would like further information please contact us 
by one of the following methods: 


Write to: Personnel Services, Horsham District Council, 
Park House, North Street, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 1RL 
or ring our 24 hour answer phone on 01403 215134 


E-mail: personnel@horsham.gov.uk 


Or visit our website at: www.horsham.gov.uk 


Horsham 
District 
Council 


Working in partnership to secure a better 3 fs 
quality of life for all in the Horsham district “O15 Awe 


We Need Your Talent on the RNIB 


Trustee Board 


Two million people across the UK have 
serious sight problems. They face 
discrimination and challenges in their 
everyday lives. Major challenges include 
obtaining the health, social and care services 
they need, gaining education and 
employment, participating in leisure and 
community activities and receiving adequate 
income and benefits. 


The Royal National Institute of the Blind 
(RNIB) is the UK’s largest charity working to 
improve the quality of life of blind and 
partially sighted people. We are seeking 
people with skills, talents and commitment to 
join our Trustee Board and work with us to 
improve and expand our activities. 


We have over sixty services across the UK and 
a turnover of over 85 million pounds per year. 
We employ nearly 3,000 people, have 5,000 
regular volunteers, and serve hundreds of 
thousands of people with sight problems 
every year. 


We have an extremely skilled and committed 
trustee Board, the majority of whom have 

sight problems. We are now looking for new 
trustees who can help our organisation grow 


and develop. To complement the skills of 
our existing trustees, experience of working 
in the private sector, in business or with 
central government or the health sector 
would be desirable. You would be expected 
to contribute between 6-10 days a year. 
The position is unpaid, although you would 
be reimbursed for out of pocket expenses. 


If you would be interested in contributing to 
the governance of one of the UK’s leading 
charities please contact 020 7388 2370 

(24 hour answerphone) or write to the 
Personnel Department, RNIB, 105 Judd 
Street, London WC1H ONE or e-mail 
recruitment@rnib.org.uk for an information 
pack quoting reference 2296. If you would 
like an informal conversation please contact 
James Rogers, Head of Governance Support, 
on 020 7391 2207. 


We would particularly welcome expressions of 
interest from women and people of ethnic 
minority origin. 

The closing date for applications is Friday 

7 June 2002. 
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RNIB is committed to equal opportunities. Royal National Institute of the Blind R N I B 


Registered charity number 226227 
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46 Classified 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


Tower Hamlets is a distinctive unique London Borough that is home to a diverse vibrant, multicultural community. 
As part of an exciting regeneration programme, we aim to improve the quality of life for all who live and work in 


the area. It’s also an ideal opportunity to further your career. 
SOCIAL SERVICES 


CARE MANAGERS 


ASSESSMENT/REVIEW OFFICER 


Due to recent successful growth bids, the re-structuring of the Physical Disabilities Group and the allocation of further Partnership funding, the 


following posts are required: 

CARE MANAGERS - 4.5 POSTS 

1.5 Permanent Care Managers (Posts 1 and 2) 
3.0 Temporary Care Managers (Posts 4, 5, 6) 
All Posts Scale Point 31-39 £23,721-£28,953 
(Progression Bars @ 33 and 37) 


Post 1: Full time permanent - Review Team (Reference SS/CMPD) 


Post 2: Part time (17.5 hours) permanent — Review Team (Reference: SS/CMPD) 
Post 3: Temporary Contract (initially 1 year) - Review Team (Reference: SS/ARO) 


ASSESSMENT/REVIEW OFFICER — 1POST 


1.0 Temporary Assessment /Review (Post 3) 
Scale Point 29-31 £22,416 - £23,721 


Post 4 & 5: Temporary Contract (initially 1 year) —- Fast Response Duty/Assessment Team (Reference: SS/CMFR) 
Post 6: Temporary Contract (initially 1 year) — Disability Options Team (Reference: SS/CMDOT). 


Posts 1/2/3: Physical Disabilities Group —- Review Team 


You will be responsible for carrying out reviews of all Care Plans for existing users of service from the Physical Disabilities Group. 
Applicants must have experience of working with people with physical disabilities, and of working to tight deadlines in a pressurised 
environment. Post 3 Post Holder will receive close supervision from Care Managers and a Senior Practitioner. 


The base of operations will shortly be the newly re-structured Disabilities Resource Centre at Southern Grove (near Mile End Station) 
which includes an Information Advice Service, Café with Internet facilities, advocacy services, Care Managers from the Physical and 


Sensory Disabilities Teams and other voluntary groups. 


Post 4 & 5: Physical Disabilities Group — Fast Response Duty/Assessment Team 


You will undertake Fast Response screening and assessment, the provision of interim/initial Care Plans for all referrals and will lead in 
presenting detailed case issues to the Multi-disciplinary Referrals Action Group (RAG) on a weekly basis. 
Applicants must be motivated by working to tight schedules and getting things done efficiently and quickly for users of service. 


In return, you will be closely managed and supervised within a very supportive “Team” environment, located shortly in a newly 
re-configured Disability Resource Centre where many new and exciting opportunities for users and staff are being created. 


Post 6: Disability Options Team 


You will be seconded from the LBTH, Social Services, Physical Disabilities Team to the Tower Hamlets Healthcare Trust (THHT), 
Disability Options Team (DOT) at Mile End Hospital, a rehab and recuperation focused multi-disciplinary Team of Occupational 
Therapists, Physiotherapists, Speech and Language Therapists, Psychologists, and a Counselling Service. 


The Care Manager will be supported by a Senior Practitioner on site and will operate to medium and long term goals for users and 
participate in screening, assessments, and reviews as appropriate, and undertake a key worker role in common with all Team members. 


If applying for more than one Post, please indicate each Post No and reference. on your Application Form. 


Application Packs are available from our 24 hours Recruitment Line 020 7364 4488. 
Our Minicom Number is 020 7364 4489. Please quote the post reference number above when 
requesting your application form. Completed forms must be returned by 10th May 2002. 


We shall ensure fairness and equal opportunities throughout our workforce and in service delivery. 
We welcome applications from suitably skilled candidates regardless of ethnicity, gender, disability, sexuality, religion or age. 


A workforce to reflect the community 
committed to positive action 


www.towerhamlets.gov.uk 


VACANCY — VACANCY — VACANCY — VACANCY — VACANCY 


Personal Assistants Needed! 


To provide personal and practical support, to a young physically disabled man 


living in Beeston, Nottingham. Must drive and be 21 or over. 
Day & Night Shifts Available Around £55 Per Shift 
For Details Contact: email: dean@bocciakid.fsnet.co.uk tel: 0115 9255163 


¢ Courses (cont'd) 


TOWER HAMLETS 


¢ Property — For Sale 


Four bedroom extended property, adapted with 


enhanced accessibility, in an established residential 


location close to amenities, Banbury, Oxfordshire. Sitting 


Room, Kitchen Breakfast Room, Utility Lobby, Ground 


Floor Bedroom/Second Reception Room with En Suite 


Shower, Three First Floor Bedrooms and Bathroom. 
Contact Davies and Partners Tel: 01295 275900 or 


email: property@daviesandpartners.co.uk 


Voluntary Sector Studies 


Gain a qualification in your spare time 


University of Wales Lampeter S) 


Centre for Educational Development 


The Centre for Educational Development has a history of delivering quality distance learning courses 
for people working within the Voluntary Sector, based around the award-winning Certificate in 
Interpersonal Skills for Volunteers, which is FREE to UK and EU residents. 


We are proud to announce the launch of 
The Virtual University for Voluntary Sector Studies at: 


www.volstudy.ac.uk 


(01570) 424785 |1-8-2-2 


HAVE YOU CLICKED YET? - 


Lancashire County Council now provides a 
searchable database of all current job vacancies 


www.lancashire.gov.uk/ vacancies 


Lancashire County Council is an 
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equal opportunities employer and 
welcomes applications from 
all sections of the community. 


Lancashire 


County .@& 
Council &) 


¢ Documentary 


The BBC is researching a programme 
( that will explore changing moments 
in the lives of disabled people. 


Do you know someone who has just had a baby with an 
impairment? Is your child disabled and about to move schools? 
Are you getting married, having a baby, leaving home or starting a 
new job soon? Or perhaps you are about to experience another 


kind of life change... 


If you, or someone you know, would be willing to chat to 
us please contact Victoria on 020 8752 6710 or via email: 


victoria.taylor@bbc.co.uk 


¢ Activity break 


EAST MERSEA ACTIVITY CENTRE 


MERSEA ISLAND 
ESSEX CO5 8SX 


Inclusive AN 
mersea 


pens 


amping Breaks 
FESTIVAL 


with disabilities 


or PER a friends 


At £30 / day try your hand at a host of new activities and dance and sing 
the night away. Sun 18th - Fri 23rd Aug or Fri 23rd - Mon 26th Aug. 
01206 382940 / telephone or write for more info. 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT DIRECT PAYMENTS? 


We have made a video with subtitles and 
BSL. The Video gives an understanding of 
what's involved plus lots of information that 
Disabled people and carers will find useful. 


To order a copy phone or fax 


020 8470 4726 


leave your name, number, address and 
which format you prefer. Standard, large 
print or audio cassette tape. 


Individual Disabled People £5 (post and 
packing) Groups and organisations £25. 


Funded by National Lottery ‘Awards for all’ and 
Newham Primary Care Trust. 


Delivery within 28 days. Full refund if not 
satisfied within 7 days. 


INTERGARE COMMUNITY SERVIGES 
WE CAN HELP! 


Quality care provided 
within your own home 
by friendly, cheerful 


and energetic carers. 
A full range of care can 
be provided. Please enquire for details. 
Short/Long term - 24 hour service. 
eG Tel: 020 8333 7371 
BIR") Office hrs 07941975291 
—ukHcA— Evenings/Weekends. 


For Care in Community 


ARE YOU DIABETIC? 


If so, this 48-page awareness book is for you. 


“Seeing Things Clearly” is about 
retinopathy the commonest 
complication of diabetes. 


Written by Jackie Banks, an insulin- 
dependent diabetic for 42 years, who has 
lived with retinopathy for 25 years, it 
covers everything from screening to laser 
treatment; how to avoid complications, 
driving with the condition, and much more. 
Superbly illustrated, available by mail order. 


Please send cheque or P.O. for £5.95 
(includes p&p) payable to Brent 
Publications, Fleet House, Armstrong 
Road, South Benfleet, Essex, SS7 4FH. 
Telephone: 01268 759333. 


Delivery within 28 days. Full refund if not 
satisfied within 7 days. 


DISCLAIMER 


DN is not responsible for 


claims made in the 


adverts it prints. Readers 


are advised to check 
claims with advertisers 


before relying on them. 
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Up for grabs 47 


PARK LIFE 


old on tight! Thorpe Park (Surrey) is now open and 
| here’s your chance to experience the world’s first 
ten-loop rollercoaster — the aptly named 

COLOSSUS. DN has 5 family tickets (2 adults, 2 children 
or 1 adult, 3 children, each worth £63) to give to five thrill 
seeking families. Set in an area themed as an ancient Lost 
City, COLOSSUS begins its powerful journey with a 
heart-pumping climb to 100 ft before plunging down 


towards the ground and then rocketing skywards into the 
first gravity-defying loop! Also on the “must-ride” list is the 
terrifying trio. On DETONATOR you'll be winched 100 ft 
into the air and fired back to earth at 75km per hour. 
If that’s not enough, the VORTEX will subject you to 
15 high-speed rotations per minute whilst ZODIAC 
di ti promises to take you 
through a full 360 degrees, turning the world upside-down-and- 
back again! For your chance to snap up a ticket, fill in the 
coupon and return it to us at our FREEPOST address. 
NB For more information on all the attractions, access for disabled 
visitors and ticket prices, call 0870 444 4466 or go to 
www.thorpepark.com 


less is definitely more. This month’s big give-away is certainly testimony to this taste for all things 4 

small and sleek. This compact and bijoux Scooter has been given to us by FREERIDER and with ! 
a bit of luck and a keen eye, you could be taking delivery of it this summer. The Companion (worth 
£1,295) is state-of-the-art, stylish, safe and easy to use. With a distinctive metallic blue finish, the scooter 
is both comfortable and adjustable, with a rotating seat and flip-up arms. The compact design allows 
you to fit the Companion into any small car, making it ideal for holidays and short journeys. For a 
chance to win the Companion, complete the wordsearch and return it to FREERIDER’s FREEPOST 
address shown below. Alternatively, take advantage of FREERIDER’s no obligation home 
demonstration (tel 01536 443888 for more information, or email info@freerider.co.uk) 


é sure : : I 
- rom mobile phones to computers and hi-fi systems, there is no doubt that for modern designers, 


FIND THE 
FOLLOWING 
WORDS IN OUR 
WORDSEARCH 


@ COMFORTABLE 
© NEW 

@ FREERIDER 

@ COMPACT 
@ ELEGANT 
@ SCOOTER 

@ COMPANION 
@ MOBILITY 

@ STYLISH 


Closing date: 
31 May 2002 


rOKXxNnNWPHNrTMO<TOANODWOY,PIVA]SZ—-cHMH 
ZHAM-OZMOQ0HN-xXxrTHAcCmMOPrPmM<-O 
Qm<0CfF Pr TNAMOGUNOA=a0Q002r02Z70 
CSB<PASrSZSONOxXS¢aZ0N<~<MePoIVONM< 
Orn—-r<AWOZTADVAYrPr<HNZLCQN07< 
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Send your completed entry form to: FREERIDER (UK) LTD, 
FREEPOST MID 16985, CORBY, NORTHANTS NN17 4BR 


free ider 


working together 
Please enter your name and address in the space below or write your details on a piece of paper and 
, return with this entry form to Freerider (UK) Ltd. 


I pocdncedebecaebsudevdbesnevaunaxednendadbaunnCecutenbasoubanenddsaese Con segeuseveueueynevoesenesresdonesonuevereyEeRe 
; Postcode 36 
NN a oe oro cede ovesitesVouisatsarsaenoorecdvscservonvvedyassincnecnee - es grip capil fa aeaepmgenenpa ' 


Be Ae a nee a on a, eg ya gg RR RE a gl 
to & nte r Tick the competition circle below, ! 
add your details, and send FOR 
: FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, or 
y you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or e-mail the details to: 


I editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
I 


©) Thorpe Park 


© 


@) 


terms & 
co n d iti O n Ss only ¢ No cash alternatives ¢ Winners 


notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final ¢ Special offers not open to DN 
staff or associates ¢ Winners may be announced in DN In association 
with The Tussand’s Group and FREERIDER (UK) Ltd. and we may use 
your name and address for further marketing purposes. Please tick the 
box if you do not wish your details to be included (J 


¢ Closing date for offers: 31.05.2002 e 
Entrants must be over 18 ¢ No proof 
of purchase required ¢ UK entrants 


® 


DN next month 


In last year’s 
motoring 
supplement 
Joe Hennessey 
tried out the 


Suzuki Life. 


All the best 
news, Views, 
= jobs and 
offers. On sale 
27 May. 


@ HIT THE ROAD 


Want a preview of the Mobility Roadshow, an assessment of the 
costs of motoring, news of the latest technical developments, views 
from disabled drivers? It's all in DN’s 16-page motoring supplement. 


@ THE GOLDEN JUBILEE 


DN celebrates the Queen’s work in the disability world. 


@ CHEERS FOR VOLUNTEERS 


It's Volunteers’ Week 7-13 June. DN finds out how to get involved. 


@ CARER’s VOICE 


“My dad’s got MS” — three young carers on how they help out. 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


1 (Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
; Please reserve me a regular copy of O , 
Disability Now until further notice 
1 Please deliver a copy of Disability Now O 1 
ito my home address 
NEUE on ee ee nN , 
PAN GULESS se el Mee ee ence a Pk RY Rd 2X, re etal eet ene 
ksi RN Ree er re Oe on 
If cvvsesevessecsssussecnosssonssnccsccussucnecasccscnecnessscnscsorsucsesnsconenscnscassnsctecnscanseactsossntucensensenscucnasanscnscacce I 
'Postcode: et late ERs eo are do ng Me ene ieee 
4 1 
ESIGN LUG ete earn catien es egeeaetteceons i 


' To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is | 
1 published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London 1 
IN7 9PW. 1 
lit is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart ! 
' Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 

j lel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. i 
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